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Challenges in Decoding Consumer Behavior with Data Science  

 

Valentina Chkoniya  

GOVCOPP, ISCA-UA, University of Aveiro, Portugal 

 

Abstract  

Decoding the ever-evolving consumer behavior is one of the biggest challenges faced 
by marketers around the world. The future of consumer behavior research is put into 
question by the advances in data science. Today, when consumers are all the time 
exposed to new technologies, trends such as facial recognition, artificial intelligence, 
and voice technology did not advance as rapidly as predicted, marketing intelligence 
gained a significant share of the spotlight.  This paper gives an overview of possible 
ways to anticipate consumer data intelligence development from the perspectives of 
a robust data set and deep artificial intelligence expertise for better understanding, 
modeling, and predicting consumer behavior. Showing that marketing cannot happen 
in isolation in the era of digital overexposure, it requires a deeper understanding of 
consumer behavior. Data scientists, analysts, and marketers around the world have 
to work together to increase consumer loyalty, grow revenue, and improve the 
predictiveness of their models and effectiveness of their marketing spend. Efficiently 
integrating consumer behavior data into marketing strategies can help companies 
improve their approach towards attracting and winning the diverse and dynamic 
consumer segments and retaining them. This synthesis of current research will be 
helpful to both researchers and practitioners that work on the use of data science to 
understand and predict consumer behavior, as well as those making long-range 
planning marketing decisions. 

Keywords : Data Science, Consumer Behaviour, Marketing Intelligence, Marketing Strategy, 
Consumer Data Intelligence 

 

Introduction  

#ÏÎÓÕÍÐÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÉÆÔÓ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒÓȭ 
values and goals (Malter et al., 2020). The consumer is ultimately the key determinant of the 
success of an organization. The need for an in-depth and objective understanding of the 
consumers, therefore, in terms of what runs in their minds and hearts for the way they behave 
and act when they go about making complex purchase decisions cannot be over-emphasized 
(Moses & Clark., 2020; Sankaran, 2019). Increasing global digitalization brings huge and ever-
growing amounts of data (Skiera, 2016). Decoding the ever-evolving consumer behavior is one 
of the biggest challenges faced by marketers around the world. The adoption of contemporary 
methods in consumer data analytics is slow and many businesses fail to understand their 
consumers as well as they want. The future of consumer behavior research is put into question 
by the advances in data science.  This paper gives an overview of possible ways to anticipate 
consumer data intelligence development from the perspectives of a robust data set and deep 
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artificial intelligence expertise for better understanding, modeling, and predicting consumer 
behavior. 

Background  

In this section, an overview of Consumer Behavior Research and Data Science is given and 
definitions used for the analysis in this review are introduced. 

Consumer Behavior Research (CBR) 

In recent years, technological changes have significantly influenced the nature of consumption 
as the customer journey has transitioned to include more interaction on digital platforms that 
complements interaction in physical stores. Besides, this shift allows us to collect more data 
at different stages of the customer journey, which further allows us to analyze behavior in 
ways that were not previously available (Malter et al., 2020; Tong et al., 2020). Not only have 
technological advancements changed the nature of consumption but they have also 
significantly influenced the methods used in consumer research by adding both new sources 
of data and improved analytical tools (Ding et al., 2020; Ohme et al., 2020). The adoption of 
contemporary methods in consumer data analytics is slow and many businesses fail to 
understand their consumers as well as they want. The future of CBR is put into question by the 
advances in data science.  

Data science 

Data science (DS) combines multiple fields including statistics, scientific methods, and data 
analysis to extract value from data, being is an umbrella term used for multiple industries, 
such as data analytics, big data, marketing intelligence, data mining, machine learning and 
artificial intelligence, and predictive analytics, and is being increasingly adopted to analyze 
and predict consumer behavior (Cognetik, 2020;  Sankaran, 2019).  

Where: 

Big Data.  Big data is a collection of unstructured data that has very large volume, comes from 
variety of sources like web, business organizations etc. in different formats and comes to us 
with a great velocity which makes processing complex and tedious using traditional database 
management tools. The major demanding issues in big data processing include storage, search, 
distribution, transfer, analysis and visualization (Khade, 2016). In consumer behavior 
ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÂÉÇ ÄÁÔÁ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÏÆ Á ÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÒȭÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
sale, powering marketers with tools and knowledge to make more informed decisions 
(Margalit, 2020; Saheb & Saheb, 2020). 

Data Mining. Data mining and analytics have played an important role in knowledge discovery 
and decision making/supports in the process industry over the past several decades (Ge et al., 
2017). Data mining is defined as a process used to extract usable data from a larger set of any 
raw data. It implies analyzing data patterns in large batches of data using one or more 
software.  

Predictive Analytics (PA). The most widely used data set in consumer behavior, and the one 
×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÔÏ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȟ ÉÓ 0!Ȣ 0ÒÅÄÉÃÔÉÖÅ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÍÏÄÅÌÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÍÁÎÙ 
insights to support marketing strategy.  
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Machine Learning (ML). ML is used in DS to make predictions and also to discover patterns in 
the data, in situations where necessary the machine to learn from the big amounts of data, and 
then apply that knowledge to new pieces of data that streams into the system (Liu et al., 2018; 
Zolghadri & Couffin, 2018).  

Artificial Intelligence (AI).  Some researchers propose that AI is the field of study that describes 
the capability of ML just like humans and the ability and refers to programs, algorithms, 
systems and machines that demonstrate intelligence (Khanna et al., 2020; Shankar, 2018). 
This paper follows another way to describe AI, that depends not on its underlying technology 
but rather its marketing and business applications, such as automating business processes, 
gaining insights from data, or engaging consumers and employees (Davenport et al., 2020).  

Marketing Intelligence. The term marketing intelligence refers to developing insights obtained 
from data for use in marketing decision-making (Eggert & Alberts, 2020). Data mining 
techniques can help to accomplish such a goal by extracting or detecting patterns or 
forecasting consumer behavior from large databases. Marketing intelligence has long been an 
implicit office standard, irrespective of specific big data solutions, systems or projects (Hu et 
al., 2019). It is already an implicit standard, because the term intelligence is often not even 
mentioned in science and practice, but impacts marketing practice as social engineering (Fan 
et al., 2015; Lies, 2019). 

Methodology  

To better understand challenges in decoding consumer behavior with DS, this paper presents 
a systematic literature review around the concepts, tools and techniques behind the increasing 
field of DS applied to CBR. 

One way to achieve greater rigor and better levels of reliability in a literature review is to adopt 
a systematic approach, which allows the researcher to make a rigorous and reliable 
assessment of the research carried out within a specific topic (Brereton et al., 2007; Levy & 
%ÌÌÉÓȟ ςππφɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÉÎ 
question contributes something new to the existing body of knowledge, the methodological 
approach is mainly supported in three phases: input; processing, and output (Sampaio, 2007). 
The input phase begins with the definition and presentation of the main goal of this research: 
Ȱ$ÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ $3 ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓ ÉÎ #"2 ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȱȢ  

After that, continues with the process of data source identification requiring the definition of 
rigorous string that suits the different bibliographic databases selected. Scientific articles (ar) 
or conference proceedings (cp) related to CBR and DS from six main academic databases were 
searched. These academic databases include Springer Link, Web of Science, Scopus, IEEE 
Explore, Google Scholar, and Science Direct. Concerning the goal of identify the publications 
related to research works around the application of DS in CBR, in the first, it is used the string: 
TITLE-ABS-KEY ("DS") AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ("CBR") AND (LIMIT-TO (DOCTYPE, "cp") OR 
LIMIT-TO (DOCTYPE, "ar")). So, applying exclusion and inclusion criteria cited, the total 
document results are 1029. In this case, as all results are about recent articles, published 
between 2016 and 2020, in the English language.  

All the publications titles and abstracts were read manually for relevance checking. This 
process resulted in 968 publications being excluded. Lastly, 61 eligible publications were 



ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
13 

selected and added 3 more from the snowballing process. The analyzed publications were 
investigated based on the relevance to the research domain and availability. 

Findings and Discussion  

A business may experience thousands of digital interactions with a single user across display, 
search, social, and on the site or app (He et al., 2018). These interactions take place on multiple 
devices, such as mobile, desktop, tablet, or wearable devices.  Companies can use diverse 
consumer-related data ɉ"ÁÔÉÓÔÉé Ǫ ÄÅÒ ,ÁËÅÎȟ ςπρωɊ. However, with the rise of AI and ML 
algorithms, analyzing data points from multiple data sources to create a holistic view of users 
is now realistic and attainable ɉ"äÓËÁ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ ςπρωȠ 3Ü ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ ςπρψɊ. 

Impact of DS. 

The impact of DS has been felt across a range of activities, by providing solutions for many 
industries that have been struggling for a long time. The most active data generators and 
consumers are the public sector, healthcare, manufacturing, and retail (Novikov, 2020).  

Specifically, the big data and business analytics market was valued at USD 138.9 billion in 2020 
and is forecasted to grow up to USD 229.4 billion by 2025, at a Compound Annual Growth Rate 
of 10.6% during the forecast period (Market Reports World, 2020).  

The paths to transform digital information into value and to allow companies to become data-
driven can be schematized into four major components, presented in Table 1 (Mikalef et al., 
2018; Piccialli et al., 2020). 

Table 1.  Four major components. 

N Component Scope 

1 Descriptive Analytics 
concern most of the companies that use analytics tools aimed at describing the 
current/past situation of business processes and/or functional areas 

2 PA 
made up of advanced tools for data analysis and predictive models, going further than 
analyzing the historical data, helps to make the most educated guesses on what will 
happen in the future 

3 Prescriptive Analytics 
made up of advanced tools that allow decision-makers to have operational and strategic 
solutions based on analyses. 

4 Automated Analytics 
tools that allow you to implement the actions that are the result of analysis activities with 
forms of automation. 

 

Recent strides in computing capabilities, increases in data transparency and open data 
sources, growth in the Internet of Things, and smartphone device usage are some of the 
drivers helping bridge the worlds of data, people, and things (Gupta et al., 2018). For many 
industries, DS has emerged as a leverage to predict trends and make informed decisions 
(Tkaczynski et al., 2018). 

The Connection Between DS and CBR 

5ÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÏ× ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒÓ ÔÈÉÎËȟ ÆÅÅÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ Á ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇÓ ÈÁÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
been a tricky business (Hsu, 2017).  Marketing research relies on individual-level estimates to 
understand the rich heterogeneity of consumers, firms, and products (Dew et al., 2020).  

Accessibility to large datasets enables the application of complex DS algorithms and tools to 
process huge amounts of bytes of unstructured information, allowing relevant feature 
extraction and recognizing high-level abstractions with increasing generalizability. In this 
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sense, DS tools, such as ML, have the potential to support several fields of research, including 
CBR, by the automation or resolution of complex tasks in time series prediction, classification, 
regression, diagnostics, monitoring, and so on (Exenberger & Bucko, 2020; Górriz et al., 2020). 

Data is the new currency for the future and there are four main consumer data types (Table 2) 
to find out how companies in different industries can use them (Dew et al., 2020; Kolsarici et 
al., 2020; McKenny et al., 2018; Moulik, 2020; Raza et a., 2020; Skiera, 2016; Tong et al., 2020; 
Torrens, 2018; Wang et al., 2018). 

Table 2. Four main consumer data types. 

N Data Type Scope Application 

1 
Transactional data 
 

Transactional data relates to the 
transactions of the organization and 
includes data that is captured 

In retail, purchase deepens a companyôs 
understanding of its customersô journeys 
 

2 
Data about 
service/product use 
 

Service/product usage data tells you 
about the end-user, what they are 
doing while interacting with a 
product, when they use it, and for 
how long 

Manufacturers can examine the data about product 
use to create a better customer experience, identify 
trends, gauge feature popularity, create product 
training tools, innovate etc. 

3 Web behavior data 

A company can analyze every move 
that their website visitors make: 
where they come from, which pages 
they open, how deep visitorsô 
engagement is, etc. 

 Online stores apply this logic to track consumer 
behavior, identify consumer preferences, and make 
product recommendations with the help of PA 

4 
Data from consumer-
created texts 

Data generated by consumers in the 
form of text messages, reviews, 
tweets, emails, posts, and. blogs 

Brands can study this content to better understand 
what their consumers think about their product or 
service by identifying trends, recognizing a positive or 
negative emotional tone of each piece of text, 
revealing complaints and problems to solve 

 

The ability of DS to visualize consumer behavior has enabled to predict consumer likes and 
dislikes and has taken the capabilities beyond mere data collection and analysis. By 
incorporating the right tools and processes, businesses can now efficiently utilize the insights 
to influence the decisions of consumers through robust communication (Finoti et al., 2019).  

3.  Taking Consumer Behavior to the Next Level with DS 

Behavioral research in information systems employing quantitative methods has traditionally 
relied on mainly survey-based approaches to gather subjective user data. With new advances 
in technology such as mobile computing, wearable devices, and social media, along with 
computational capabilities, organizations are in a position to leverage objective data in 
addressing IT issues typically addressed in behavioral research (Ducange et al., 2018; 
Motiwalla et al., 2019). DS takes data analysis to the next level, allowing businesses to predict 
what users might do (Khade, 2016). 

Consumer analytics play an essential role in organizations since businesses have access to vast 
consumer interaction data from multiple channels, including mobile, social media, stores, and 
e-commerce sites  (Chung & Park, 2018).  Intended to provide the answers to diverse 
consumer-related questions, consumer analytics can embrace different types of business 
analytics.  Relying on DS and ML, these two types can provide forecasts and recommend 
actions that a business can take (Auder et al., 2018). 
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Key concepts (Table 3) of Consumer analytics (Ahmad et al., 2019; Dew et al., 2020; Immonen 
et al., 2018; Khade, 2016; Khatri & Samuel, 2019; Kulczycki & Franus, 2020) : 

Table 3. Key concepts of Consumer analytics 

N Concept Scope Application 

1 Venn Diagram 
Discover Hidden Relationships. 
Combine multiple segments to discover connections, 
relationships, or differences 

Explore consumers that have bought 
different categories of products and easily 
identify cross-selling opportunities 

2 Data Profiling 

Identify Consumer Attributes 
Select records from the data tree and generate 
consumer profiles that indicate common features and 
behaviors 

Use consumer profiles to inform effective 
sales and marketing strategies 

3 
Time Series 
Analysis 

Forecasting  Forecasting enables us to adapt to 
changes, trends, and seasonal patterns. 

4 Mapping 

Identify Geographical Zones 
Mapping uses color-coding to indicate consumer 
behavior as it changes across geographic regions 

A map divided into polygons that represent 
geographic regions shows where potential 
churners are or where specific products 
better sell  

5 
Association 
Rules 

Cause/ Effect 
Basket Analysis 

This technique detects relationship or affinity 
patterns across data and generates a set of 
rules that are most useful to  business 
insights 

6 Decision Tree 

Classify and Predict Behavior 
Decision trees are one of the most popular methods 
for classification in various data mining applications 
and assist the process of decision making 

Classification helps you do things like select 
the right products to recommend to 
particular consumers and predict potential 
churn 

 

Consumer Behavior Analysis makes it possible to provide business decision-making 
information that contributes to the achievement of business goals, with the primary benefit 
being profit (Exenberger & Bucko, 2020).  

Table 4 shows four strategic focus areas where PA can help increase profit (Alvi et al., 2019; 
Canakoglu et al., 2018; Chagas et al., 2020; Chkoniya & Mateus, 2019; Davenport et al., 2020; 
Ernst & Dolnicar, 2018; Fainshtein & Serova, 2020; Gallino & Rooderkerk, 2020; Khanna et al., 
2020; Kuehn, 2020; Le & Liaw, 2017; Luu & Lim, 2018; Schmidt et al., 2020; Swain & Cao, 2019; 
Tarnowska & Ras, 2019; Voicu, 2020). 

Table 4. Four strategic focus areas 

N Focus Area Scope Application 

1 
Personalized 
Marketing 

By segmenting the market into specific 
subgroups based on similarities in behaviors, 
geographic location, or other demographics, 
marketers can better target groups  

Generate customized recommendations based on 
a userôs watch history, highlighting products 
consumer may be interested in 

2 Demand Pricing 

By evaluating the purchasing trends of 
consumers in each data set, marketers can 
better see what effect pricing decisions have 
on demand 

More competitive pricing model over to surge 
pricing after noticeable changes in demand at 
various points throughout the year 

3 
Resource 
Allocation 

With PA in place, a company can better 
forecast and segment where resources will 
need to be allocated to the most 

Having properly allocated resources in place is 
vital to achieving your organizationôs objectives. 

4 Forecasting 
Arguably one of the most significant benefits 
of using data in consumer behavior analytics 
is forecasting 

Creates intelligent and evidence-based estimates 
of sales goals based upon current and past sales 
performance reports. 
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Conclusion  

In the future, AI is likely to substantially change both marketing strategies and consumer 
behaviors (Davenpor et al., 2020). The efficient implementation of DS will enable 
organizations to enhance the overall consumer experience by developing robust data analytics 
models (Fernández-Manzano & González-Vasco, 2018). In particular, marketers must 
incorporate analytics into their daily decisions around lead generation campaigns, advertising, 
events and the myriad other ways marketing investments are allocated to affect consumer 
satisfaction, brand awareness,  trust, loyalty, consumer perceived value and consumer 
retention (Mosavi et al., 2018; Motiwalla et al., 2019).  

This paper intended to give an overview of possible ways to anticipate consumer data 
intelligence development from the perspectives of a robust data set and deep AI expertise for 
better understanding, modeling, and predicting consumer behavior. 
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Abstract  

Many measures are being taken during the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. 
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁ ×ÁÓ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱȢ /ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÅÒÍ ÒÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÁÎ ÏÍÎÉÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÃÁÔÃÈ×ÏÒÄȟ 
used over and over in the news on TV, the radio, in newspapers and journals as well 
ÁÓ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÅØÁÍÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱȢ )Ó ÉÔ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱ ÏÒ 
ȰÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱ ÔÈÁÔ is preventing us from being infected with the virus? The 
ÔÅÒÍ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱ ÉÓ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔÉÃȟ ÓÏÃÉÏ-historical and 
psychological point of view and its use is questioned in the context of the dominant 
imperative. Furthermore, an attempt will be made to uncover when and in which 
ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ 
worldwide during the COVID-ρω ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱȟ 
which the author considers to be more appropriate within the context of the 
recommended measures, was neglected, even though this is the term the WHO is 
using in their instructions and guidelines.  

Keywords:  COVID-19, social distancing, physical distancing, imperative, pandemic 

 

Introduction  

During the COVID-19 pandemic one term among an array of slogans such as flatten the curve, 
wash your hands, be responsible/stay responsible, wear a mask, new normal has gone viral 
globally: social distancing. It was one of the initial and imperative measures for preventing the 
spread of the virus issued by the health ministers and the Crisis Management Committees 
around the world.  

Countries worldwide introduced this term and adopted it: soziale Distanz (German), socijalna 
distanca (Croatian/Serbian/Bosnian), distance sociale (French), distanca soziale (Italian), 
distancia social (Spanish), distância social (Potugese), ̒ ̗̝̠̏̉́̌̎́ ̗̠̅̉̒̓́̎̉ (Russian), 
ÄÙÓÔÁÎÓ ÓÐÏčÅÃÚÎÙ (Polish) and the list goes on. But why exactly is it termed social distance and 
is it possible to utilize a term such as this in all languages and cultures for the same purpose? 

Nowadays, it is easy to spread the word through social media and media in general. A picture,  
slogan or even fake news goes viral within seconds and considering that the English language 
is used as a lingua franca, most of the things we see and read in social media, or the media in 
general, are precisely in this language. More often than not, certain terms are not even 



ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
22 

translated. However, the rules seem to differ with regards to the term social distancing, as it 
was translated into plenty of languages all over the world. This was supposedly done to make 
sure that everyone, including the older population and those who do not speak English, 
understand it.  

Yet, this raises the question of whether the term was transferred/translated correctly to the 
other languages. Does it really signify the same meaning if we speak of social distancing, soziale 
Distanz or socijalna distanca? 

When consulting the web concerning the term social distancing, one will uncover plenty of 
definitions and explanations related to the COVID-19 pandemic. This is the result of the 
current hype regarding the pandemic additionally being pumped up by the media1:  

Ȱ3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȟȱ ÍÅÁÎÓ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ 
and other people who are not from your household. 

4Ï ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÏÒ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȟ ÓÔÁÙ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ϊ ÆÅÅÔ ɉÁÂÏÕÔ φ ÁÒÍÓȭ ÌÅÎÇÔÈɊ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
people who are not from your household in both indoor and outdoor spaces. 

Social distancing should be practiced in combination with other everyday preventive actions to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19, including wearing masks, avoiding touching your face with 
unwashed hands, and frequently washing your hands with soap and water for at least 20 
ÓÅÃÏÎÄÓȢȱ  

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019 -ncov/prevent -getting-sick/social-distancing.html) 

The confusion with respect to this term began at the very moment it was spread all over the 
media. Thus, various authors and academics reacted to this immediately, one of which was the 
legal expert Wolfgang Mazal from the University in Vienna: 

Ȱ΅3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇ΅ ÉÓÔ ÅÉÎÅ 7ÅÎÄÕÎÇ ÄÅÒ &ÁÃÈÓÐÒÁÃÈÅ ÕÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄÅÒÅÍ ÄÅÒ Epidemiologie, die in 
den letzten Tagen in die öffentliche Debatte Eingang gefunden hat; allerdings wäre da 
semantisch mehr Sorgfalt geboten, weil in der Fachsprache andere gedankliche Assoziationen 
ablaufen als in der Alltagssprache. Stimmt es wirklich, dass "social distancing" das Gebot der 
Stunde ist, um katastrophale Bilder, wie wir sie aus Italien und Spanien sehen, in Österreich nicht 
2ÅÁÌÉÔßÔ ×ÅÒÄÅÎȢ ɍȣɎ  &ÅÓÔ ÓÔÅÈÔ ÊÅÄÅÎÆÁÌÌÓȟ ÄÁÓÓ ÖÏÒ ÄÅÍ (ÉÎÔÅÒÇÒÕÎÄ ÄÅÓ ÌÁÔÅÉÎÉÓÃÈÅÎ 
Wortstamms "soc", der "Verbundenheit" signalisiert, eher das Gegenteil von sozialer Distanz zu 
beobachten ist: Familien, Freund*innen, Kolleg*innen, fühlen sich in den letzten Tagen stärker 
denn je für einander verantwortlich und rücken gedanklich immer näher zusammen. ɍȣɎ )ÃÈ 
finde daher, wir sollten das Wording wechseln und ab nun eher von "physical distancing" 
sprechen. Diese Wendung trifft die tatsächlichen Gegebenheiten besser und ist auch 
zukunftsfester: Gerade in den auf uns zukommenden Monaten wäre es nämlich fatal, wenn sich 
die Denkfigur von der sozialen Distanz im Denken eingenistet hat, selbst wenn physische Nähe 
wieder möglich sein wird! (https://medienportal.univie.ac.at/uniview/wissenschaft -
gesellschaft/detailansicht/artikel/soziale -distanz-das-falsche-wording)  

 
1 It was very interesting to see that it is completely impossible to find the term social distance or social 
distancing in any other context but in the COVID-19 context on Google. No matter what you type, how 
you try to find another context, it is just impossible, the results are always the same and always relating 
to the present pandemic. In order to find literature on social distancing in the socio-historical context 
other search engines but Google had to be consulted. 
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ɉȰ3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓtancing" is a technical term used in epidemiology, among other fields, which has 
entered the public debate in recent days. However, semantically it should be treated with more 
care, as the occurring associations in technical language are different from those in everyday 
language. Is it true that "social distancing" is the order of the day to prevent catastrophic 
images, such as in Italy and Spain, from becoming reality in Austria? [...] In any case, it is clear 
that given the fact that the Latin word stem "soc" signals "solidarity", the opposite of social 
distance can be observed: families, friends and colleagues feel responsible for each other more 
than ever before and are moving closer together in their thoughts. [...] I therefore think we 
should, from now on, change the wording and rather speak of "physical distancing". This term 
is better suited to the actual circumstances and is also more future-proof: Especially in the 
months ahead, it would be fatal if the mental figure of social distance became embedded in the 
thoughts, even if physical proximity will be possible again!1)  

The term social distancing IS used as technical term in the medical field as can be found in the 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary:  

Ȱ3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȟ ÎÏÕÎȟ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉng, medical: the practice of maintaining a 
greater than usual physical distance (such as six feet or more) from other people or of avoiding 
direct contact with people or objects in public places during the outbreak of a contagious 
disease in order to minimize exposure and reduce the transmission of infection: PHYSICAL 
$)34!.#).'Ȣȱ ɉÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾ×××ȢÍÅÒÒÉÁÍ-webster.com/dictionary/social%20distancing#h1)  

It also states that the first known use of the term in the sense described above was in 2004 
during the swine flu pandemic and has obviously been transferred to the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020. The term social distancing was not used prior to this during other pandemics. 
According to Furedi, the sociologist Karl Mannheim was the first to use the aforementioned 
term in a similar context in the 1950s: 

Ȱ-ÁÎÎÈÅÉÍ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÏÃÉÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ 
ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÉÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÓÁÆÅ ÓÐÁÃÅȱȢ 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ υύχτÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
threat of totalitarian movements, Mannheim referred to safe space in his discussion of social 
ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÙ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÁÎ ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÏÒ ÓÐÁÔÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȱ ÏÒ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÏÒ 
ÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȱȢ -ÁÎÎÈÅÉÍ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÕÌÓÅ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÕÎÄ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ 
the need to regulate and control anxiety. ɍȣɎ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÄ ÉÎ 
the inter-×ÁÒ ÅÒÁ ÔÈÁÔ -ÁÎÎÈÅÉÍ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÓÐÁÃÅȢȱ (Furedi 2020: 393)  

Even Wikipedia attempts to indicate that differences exist between the terms social distancing 
and social distance or social isolation and seeks to clarify them:  

Ȱ.ÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÆÕÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÒ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÉÓÏÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

In public health, social distancing, also called physical distancing,[2][3][4] is a set of non-
pharmaceutical interventions or measures intended to prevent the spread of a contagious disease 
by maintaining a physical distance between people and reducing the number of times people 
come into close contact with each other.[2][5] It typically involves keeping a certain distance 
from others (the distance specified may differ from time to time and country to country) and 
ÁÖÏÉÄÉÎÇ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȢȱ 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_distancing)  

 
1 Free translation by the author. 
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But why then is it deemed social distancing and not physical distancing? It surely does not 
mean the same if you distance yourself socially or physically, yet the two terms are used 
synonymously all over the media. Moreover, the term physical distancing is used very seldomly 
or not at all. 

On the other hand, when consulting the web pages of the World Health Organization they, 
interestingly enough, do NOT use the term social distancing but state the following: 

Ȱ-ÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ υ ÍÅÔÒÅ ɉχ ÆÅÅÔɊ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ 7ÈÙȩ 7ÈÅÎ someone 
coughs, sneezes, or speaks they spray small liquid droplets from their nose or mouth which may 
contain virus. If you are too close, you can breathe in the droplets, including the COVID-19 virus 
if the person has the disease.  

Avoid going to crowded places. Why? Where people come together in crowds, you are more likely 
to come into close contact with someone that has COVID-19 and it is more difficult to maintain 
physical distance  ÏÆ υ ÍÅÔÒÅ ɉχ ÆÅÅÔɊȢȱ 

(https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel -coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public) 

The World Health Organization does, in fact, use the (proper) term physical distance, as 
opposed to that which is used by politicians and the mass media.     

Methodology  

This research is a qualitative research. The purpose of this research was to study the use of 
the term social distancing versus the term physical distancing in times of the Covid-19 
pandemic in the English, German and Croatian language with regards to the historical, socio-
economic and psychological implications it has. In addition, the attempt was made to explore 
when the term social distancing was introduced and why it was accepted in all three languages. 
Data was collected and analysis performed based on available material, i.e. research articles 
and newspaper articles as well as information available on government and institutional web 
pages. 

Social distancing v. physical distancing ɀ a definition of terms  

Let us look at the term social distancing from a linguistic point of view.  In the German 
language1 especially, the word sozial has a deeper and more significant meaning than the 
English word social.  

If we look up synonyms for the word social in English, the most relevant ones are: civil, 
communal, collective, common, community, cordial, familiar, general, group, nice, sociable, 
societal, amusing, communicative, companionable, convivial, diverting, entertaining, gracious, 
gregarious, hospitable, organized, pleasant, pleasurable, popular etc. 
(https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/social)  

Hence, this term may work in the English-speaking world, as it can be used to express the 
avoidance of crowded places and close contact with other individuals, yet, the term physical 
distancing conveys, in a better sense, what is intended. When we look up the term physical in 
the same sources, the thesaurus gives us the following synonyms in English: environmental, 

 
1 The author will limit comments to the German and the Croatian language as these are her native 
languages. 
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natural, real, substantial, concrete, corporeal, gross, materialistic, objective, palpable, 
phenomenal, ponderable, sensible, solid, somatic, visible.  

(https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/physical?s=t)  

Therefore, this instead refers to spatial distance which is (or is not?) what is implied by the 
term social distancing in times of the pandemic.  

If we search for the synonyms of the word sozial in German it is apparent that they differ 
somewhat from the English term: uneigennützig, mitleidig, anteilnehmend, mitfühlend, 
sanftmütig, sanft, barmherzig, mildtätig, menschlich, gutherzig, menschenfreundlich, 
altruistisch etc. (https://www.synonyme.de/sozial)  

This connotation is intended to more or less signify a sense of compassion or sympathy, which 
does not highlight the intended meaning, but rather leads us in another direction: should 
people distance themselves from being humane and not empathize with others? Do health 
ministers and other politicians really want us to be compassionless and selfish amid the 
pandemic?   

If we consider the term physisch, the corresponding synonyms are i.a.: körperlich, leiblich, 
leibhaftig, greifbar, gegenständlich, natürlich, organisch, materiell, körperhaft, inhaltlich, 
körperhaft,  wirklich, etc. (https://www.synonyme.de/physisch/) Again, we can observe that 
the connotation for physische Distanz would be intended to suggest a sense of spatial and 
bodily distance, as opposed to the connotation soziale Distanz, which it originally has in 
German. As a matter of fact, in German the term körperlich exists which more precisely 
describes this bodily distance and yet it is not used. 

Let us have a look at a third language, Croatian, in which the term socijalna distanca was also 
adopted. The synonyms we uncover, depending on context, are: ÄÒÕĤÔÖÅÎÏȟ ËÌÁÓÎÏȟ ËÕÌÔÕÒÁÌÎÏȟ 
intelektualno, moralno, nacionalno, razvojno, ekoÎÏÍÓËÏȟ ÒÏÄÎÏȟ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÊÁÌÎÏȟ ĿÉÖÏÔÎÏȟ 
ÅÍÏÃÉÏÎÁÌÎÏȟ ÐÏÌÉÔÉéËÏȟ ÊÅÚÉéÎÏ ÅÔÃȢ (https://www.kontekst.io/hrvatski/socijalno)  

It is evident that the word socijalno has a very wide range of meanings in the Croatian 
language, ranging from political to emotional and economical, i.a. meaning cultural, emotional, 
political national, economical and even referring to class affiliation. Again, it does not bear the 
same meaning as the English word social considering that an array of areas can be covered by 
this term thus rendering it unclear to the average person. One cannot assume that everyone is 
familiar with technical medical terms used in epidemiology. 

The term ÆÉÚÉéËÏ is synonymous with the following: ÔÊÅÌÅÓÎÏȟ ÐÒÁËÔÉéËÉȟ ÍÅÎÔÁÌÎÏȟ ÏéÉÔÏȟ 
ÐÒÁËÔÉéÎÏȟ ÔÅÈÎÉéËÉ ÅÔÃȢ (ht tps://www.kontekst.io/hrvatski/fizicki) In Croatian as well, the 
synonym of ÆÉÚÉéËÏ is tjelesno, referring to bodily distance, i.e. two bodies keeping distance 
between each other or in English physical distancing. Still, the Croats, as in all the other 
countries, adopted the term socijalna distanca. 

The German author Regula Venske gets to the heart of it in a newspaper article: 

ȵ7ßÈÒÅÎÄ ×ÉÒ ÉÍ $ÅÕÔÓÃÈÅÎ ÍÉÔ ÄÅÍ 7ÏÒÔ ΅ÓÏÚÉÁÌ΅ ÅÉÎÅÎ ÓÅÈÒ ÁÕÆÇÅÌÁÄÅÎÅÎ "ÅÇÒÉÆÆ ÈÁÂÅÎȢ 7ÅÎÎ 
wir an unsere Parteien denken, von der Sozialdemokratie bis zur Christlich-Sozialen Union, die 
Soziale Marktwirtschaft - da ist "sozial" immer assoziiert mit gesellschaftlicher Solidarität, mit 
Verantwortung, mit Fürsorge und Gemeinsinn. Wenn wir jetzt von "sozialer Distanz" sprechen, 
dann könnte das ein ganz falsches Signal geben. Es könnte Menschen, die sich sowieso schon an 
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der Einkommensgrenze befinden oder die sich abgehängt fühlen und jetzt große Ängste haben, 
in diesem Gefühl der Mutlosigkeit oder der Panik bestärken. Statt "sozialer Distanz" sollten wir 
eher "physische" oder "räumliche Distanz" sagen, oder "körperlicher Abstand". Es gibt schlichte 
ÄÅÕÔÓÃÈÅ 7ÏÒÔÅȟ ÄÉÅ ÊÅÔÚÔ ÖÉÅÌ ÐÁÓÓÅÎÄÅÒ ÓÉÎÄȢȰ (https://www.ndr.de/kultur/Corona -Die-
Wirkung-von-Sprache-in-Krisenzeiten,venske118.html) 

(In German, the word "social" is a very strong, emotionally charged term. When we think of 
our parties, from the Social Democrats to the Christian Social Union, or the social market 
economy - "social" is always associated with social solidarity, responsibility, care and public 
spirit. If we now speak of "social distance", this could send a completely wrong signal. It could 
encourage people who are already at the income limit or who feel abandoned and are in great 
fear, to feel discouraged or panicky. Instead of "social distance" we should rather say 
"physical" or "spatial distance". There are simple German words that are much more 
appropriate now1.) 

In conclusion, it can be said that the meaning of the English word social does not correspond 
to the meaning of the German word sozial or that of the Croatian word socijalno. Hence, it 
would have been more appropriate to use the term physical distancing rather than social 
distancing in, at least, the German and the Croatian language in order to avoid confusion. Of 
course, one can argue that this term is used as a technical term in epidemiology and other 
scientific fields, but is it appropriate to use it for the broader masses who are not familiar with 
these sciences? The term social is considered new in technical medical language as well, as it 
×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ςππτ ÏÒ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ 
usage of this specific and ambiguous term leads to confusion, uncertainty and even greater 
panic among the population, which is counterproductive in the current scenario of a 
worldwide pandemic.  

Social distancing ɀfrom the socio -historical point of view  

If we look at the omnipresent term social distancing or social distance from a socio-historical 
perspective, one comes to the understanding that it was formerly used to define class 
distinction and was even used to address race as the term social distancing has a long history 
and, one might assert, has lived several lives: 

Ȱ)Ô ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÐÒÅÃÕÒÓÏÒȟ ȬÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȭȟ ÈÁÄ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÌÏÑÕÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ 
contexts, both as prescriptions and descriptions, before being taken up by epidemiologists in this 
ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ÎÉÎÅÔÅÅÎÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȱ ×ÁÓ Á ÐÏÌÉÔÅ ÅÕÐÈÅÍÉÓÍ ÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ 
ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÒÁÃÅȢȱ (Scherlis 2020:1) 

Furthermore, in her article, Scherlis illustrates the socio-historical aspect as well as the 
connotations attached to the term social distancing in the 19th century Anglophone world 
which, back then, was used to refer to social class as well as to racism. It was usual practice to 
separate the noblesse from working people and the term social distancing or social distance 
had dual meanings: 

Ȱ3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÓ both a prescription for interpersonal behavior and a way to figure mass 
ÉÎÅÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȢȱ (Scherlis 2020:3) 

 
1 Free translation by the author. 
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In addition, the term was used in the United States to express the continuing superiority of 
white people after the abolition of slavery: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍȭÓ ÓÏÆtness glossed over the realities of slavery and later anti-black violence, as well as 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÒÌÙ ÅÎÓÌÁÖÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÖÅÌÉÈÏÏÄȢȱ ɉÉÂÉÄȢɊ 

A closer definition of social distancing in the sense of racism is to be found in Park and "ÕÒÇÅÓÓȭ 
book Introduction to the Science of Sociology from 1921:  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÏÆ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÒÅ 
represented in these contrasting tendencies to approach an object or to withdraw from it. If 
instead of thinking of these two tendencies as unrelated, they are thought of as conflicting 
responses to the same situation, where the tendency to approach is modified and complicated by 
a tendency to withdraw, we get the phenomenon of social distance. There is the tendency to 
approach, but not too near. There is a feeling of interest and sympathy of A for B, but only when 
B remains at a certain distance. Thus, the Negro in the southern states is "all right in his place." 
The northern philanthropist is interested in the advancement of the Negro but wants him to 
remain in the South. At least he does not want him for a neighbor. The southern white man likes 
the Negro as an individual, but he is not willing to treat him as an equal. The northern white man 
is willing to treat the Negro as an equal but he does not want him too near. The wishes are in 
ÂÏÔÈ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔȢȱ (Park/Burgess 1921: 440) 

Sadly, even today many people still tend to garner these beliefs. In the United States, coloured 
people might still be an issue to some whites and in Europe there are other races that are not 
regarded as equal, especially in reference to the ongoing migration wave throughout Europe. 

Worth mentioning is a study done by Robert Park and his former student Emory S. Bogardus 
at the beginning of the 20th century which was performed due to a surge of non-Protestant, 
e.g. Asian, immigration to the United States. The scientist Bogardus established the so-called 
Social Distance Scale which made it possible to measure how distance is related to prejudices. 
Thus, they established degrees of intimacy and asked respondents to define how much 
intimacy/distance they would deem acceptable with regards to members of a certain group: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ $ÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ 3ÃÁÌe usually consists of five to seven statements that express progressively 
ÍÏÒÅ ÏÒ ÌÅÓÓ ÉÎÔÉÍÁÃÙ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄȢ 4ÙÐÉÃÁÌ ÓÃÁÌÅ ÁÎÃÈÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ Ȱ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ 
ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ɉϋɊȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÁÒÒÙ ɉυɊȱ ɉ#ÏÖÅÒ υύύωȡψτχɊȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÓÅȟ Á ÒÅspondent 
×ÈÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÓ ÉÔÅÍ ȰÓÅÖÅÎȱ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÅÊÕÄÉÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÎ Á ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔ ×ÈÏ ÍÁÒËÓ ÉÔÅÍ ȰÏÎÅȱ ÏÒ 
any other item on the scale. The cumulative aspect also means that a respondent who expresses 
a given degree of intimacy will endorse items expressing less intimacy. A respondent willing to 
accept a member of a group in their neighborhood will also accept that same group in their 
country. Conversely, those who refuse to accept a group in their country will also refuse to accept 
ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȢȱ (Wark/Galliher 2007:386)  

This simple, unidimensional and cumulative scale makes it possible to measure the relations 
between specific social groups. It can also be transferred to other areas of social life, e.g. 
schools or hospitals in order to measure the dynamics between teachers and students or 
doctors and patients and was also used during the 1990s when the AIDS virus emerged in 
order to measure the hostility of people towards fellow infected citizens.  

Initially, the AIDS virus was stigmatized as being transferred between gay men and not until 
much later was it acknowledged as a chronic disease: 
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Ȱ)ÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÅÒÍÅÄ '2)$ȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÙ-related immunodeficiency disease, and 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÔÒÉÃËÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÄÅÎÉÅÄ ÈÏÍÏÓÅØÕÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÓÓÕÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÌÙÉÎÇȢȱ (Fee/Krieger 
1993: 1478) 

This led to social distancing which was caused by fear and stigmatization of infected 
individuals. Hence, this can be compared to stigmatization and fear of people with the plague 
or leprosy in the Middle Ages, but unlike then, only a distinct group of people were initially 
subjected to this type of behaviour.  

In 1995 Leiker et al. used the Social Distance Scale in order to measure the behaviour towards 
people infected with AIDS, which was characterised by antipathy and homophobia: 

Ȱ&ÉÒÓÔȟ ×Å found that stigma increased as homophobia increased in all four PWA1 conditions2. 
Second, stigma increased as AIDS knowledge decreased in the IV drug use and blood transfusion 
conditions. Third, women attached less stigma than men in all but the heterosexual condition. 
&ÏÕÒÔÈȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÏÏÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÔÉÇÍÁ ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÁÓ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÓÉÔÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄȢȱ (Leiker et 
al. 1995:333) 

People were so apprehensive of this disease that they did not want to find themselves 
anywhere near an individual with AIDS, even though the infection was transferred by way of 
bodily fluids such as blood or semen and not through airborne droplets.  

When applying the Social Distancing Scale to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 it can be 
downscaled to the options: allowing a person into a radius of 2m with a mask or without one, 
as this virus, according to experts, is airborne and more infectious than other known SARS 
viruses.  

Furthermore, social distancing was practised throughout history in many ways, as can be seen 
in this chapter, yet 

ȰÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ô×ÅÎÔÉÅÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÈÏÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÉÔȢ ɍȣɎ 
To participate in social distancing was to devalue a person; the study of social distance objectified 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Á ÍÁÃÒÏ ÓÃÁÌÅȢȱ (Scherlis 2020:7) 

Now, in the 21st century, social distancing has once again made its grand re-entrance and 
nowadays is not to be perceived as a devaluation of a person but rather as a kind of superpower 
used to save the world, albeit the social and historical implications point to anything but this. 

Social distancing ɀfrom the psychological point of view  

One of the important, if not most important factors concerning social distance that we must 
consider is psychological. How do people respond to being socially or physically separated 
from other human beings?  

It is well-known that humans are social beings and a basic need is for them to be in contact 
with others - to talk, hug, shake hands, kiss, etc. and it is precisely these basic needs that are 
banned during the Covid-19 pandemic. How does a grandmother feel if she is not allowed to 
hug or kiss her grandchild? How do work colleagues feel when they have to avoid any physical 

 
1 PWA = Persons with AIDS 
2  According to the authors the four behaviors for developing AIDS are the following: homosexual sex, 
IV drug use, heterosexual sex, or a blood transfusion 
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contact? But most of all, how do children cope with not being allowed to play with their friends, 
to hug or touch another person?  

Communication is also an important element of the human being, it not only being based on 
words, but also on facial expressions and gestures. How do people perceive suddenly being 
surrounded by faceless mask wearers? How can one communicate if one cannot observe facial 
expressions or understand words all too well due to the mouth being covered? Hearing 
impaired individuals are faced with a tremendous challenge because they largely depend on 
lip-reading in everyday life, as not everyone is able to communicate with them in sign 
language.  

On the one hand, social contact is prevented and yet on the other hand, primary family contacts 
have been strengthened during the lockdown. The "locking up" of the family in an apartment 
or house made it impossible to separate or to be alone, which is also a basic human need. For 
a time, children did not go to school and parents did not go to work. They all needed to 
complete their assignments at home. They had to educate themselves, follow online lessons, 
participate in business meetings, all this while being surrounded by the entire family. 

More affluent families have the advantage of living in a larger house, each child having their 
own room, computer, laptop, tablet, their own garden etc. But what about socially weaker 
families who may live in a two-room apartment with four children? Those of whom do not 
have a balcony, let alone a garden? How long can people bear this togetherness? What does it 
ÄÏ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȩ #ÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ ÎÅÒÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÏÎ ÅÄÇÅȢ   

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ #/6)$-19 pandemic itself may lead to an increase in the number of cases of depressive 
disorders and anxiety disorders along with loneliness, social isolation, substance abuse, and a rise 
in domestic violence. They also warn that with the schools closed, there is a risk of a sharp rise in 
ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÁÂÕÓÅ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ (https://www.news -
medical.net/news/20200412/What -are-the-side-effects-of-social-and-physical-distancing) 

According to the newspapers, there has been an obvious rise in domestic violence and child 
abuse even though additional help phones and advice centres were set up. The true extent of 
this will most likely only become apparent after a considerable amount of time has passed. 
Considering that not everyone reports domestic violence or child abuse, the number of 
unreported cases is most certainly much higher. (cf. 
https://www.ndr.de/ nachrichten/mecklenburg-vorpommern/Offenbar -mehr-haeusliche-
Gewalt-in-Corona-Krise,coronavirus2562.html) 

Regretfully, social distancing is being practiced in its most severe form during the Covid-19 
pandemic, and includes but is not limited to: 

Ȱ3ÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ Ápart from others at a 5-foot or higher distance, especially in public areas and while 
waiting in lines 

Limiting the number of people allowed into a location at a time 

Limiting the number of people allowed to travel per vehicle 

Introducing remote options for work and education 

Imposing curfews 
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Closing establishments and locations that typically contain a relatively high number of people, 
such as eateries or swimming pools 

Banning gatherings of a certain amount of people or higher 

Stopping all services apart from essential services 

Enforcing movement restriction orders 

%ÎÆÏÒÃÉÎÇ ÆÕÌÌ ÌÏÃËÄÏ×ÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȱ  

(https://www.powerofpositivity.com/social -distancing-affects-mental-health) 

As a matter of fact, all personal freedoms which people took for granted have been limited or 
taken away from them. From one day to the next, people must stay at home, not allowed to do 
this, not allowed to do that. A feeling of being imprisoned has emerged. This is coupled with a 
fear for one's own life and for the lives of one's relatives, with whom one was not allowed to 
be close (socially/physically) just when that was what was needed the most. Apprehension 
coupled with the feeling of being trapped and not knowing how long this condition will last is 
most certainly not for individuals with weak nerves.  

Suddenly people must change their habits, adjust to a completely new reality and wait to see 
what will happen. Certainly, there is nothing worse than sitting around, waiting and not being 
able to alter the situation or help oneself in any way: 

Ȱ7ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÕÎÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÅÎÄÕÒÅȡ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÅØÁÍ 
grade, a medical diagnosis, results from a job interview or audition. There are myriad words in 
the English laÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇÓ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇȡ ȰÆÅÁÒȟȱ ȰÁÎØÉÅÔÙȟȱ ȰÄÒÅÁÄȟȱ 
ȰÔÒÅÐÉÄÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ 2ÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÙ ÁÎÄȟ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇÌÙȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ Á 
ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÁÂÌÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ȰÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÍÁÙ ÆÁÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÔÅÇory. 
(https://www.marketwatch.com/story/people -find-waiting-incredibly -unpleasant-a-
behavioral-economist-on-why-doing-nothing-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic-is-so-hard-
and-how-to-make-it -easier-2020-04-01) 

With regards to the lockdown, the concept of social distance can certainly be viewed in a more 
differentiated way. Following the lockdown, the focus is, to a greater extent, on physical 
distance, while during the lockdown it is possible to see social distance in its original form and 
definition mentioned in chapter 2. It can be said that physical distance is also guaranteed, but 
"only" outside of the immediate family or possibly roommates. In this context, the term can 
also be equated with social isolation, e.g. when it comes to single or elderly people who live in 
social isolation rather than physically distant isolation as would be the case in retirement or 
nursing homes. It is especially hard for elderly people as they already have fewer social 
contacts due to their age, are not employed, their children have families of their own and may 
not have enough time for them. Not only are they at an increased risk for more severe illness 
from the virus that this disease causes, due to being immunocompromised and often having 
underlying conditions, but also of social distancing and isolation: 

Almost 25% of all elderly individuals aged 65 and over experience some degree of social isolation, 
typically meaning that they already have few interactions with other individuals. Among this 
group, 40% of those aged 60 or older say that they feel lonely, too. This means that the elderly 
are already suffering ill-effects from social isolation, and social distancing can make it much 
×ÏÒÓÅȢȱ  (https://www.powerofpositivity.com/social -distancing-affects-mental-health) 
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Not only was the lockdown a challenge for elderly people but also, or maybe especially, for the 
young. In contrast to older individuals, the younger ones have active social contacts and 
interactions. They go to school, university, work, enjoy going out and meeting friends. 
Suddenly none of this was possible anymore. No work, school or university, no cafes, cinemas, 
shopping centres, no bars, clubs, fitness centres or sports clubs, no hairdressers, nail studios 
or massages, no swimming pools, amusement parks, concerts, no operas... Even food shopping 
and going out for a walk was questionable.  

As consolation or countermeasure during the lockdown, people referred to social media again 
and again, because it was a medium by which to stay in touch intensively, to see each other, 
hear each other etc. Yet, can such virtual contact replace the usual social contact? The question 
certainly cannot be answered with a clear "yes". Over a certain, shorter period, it may well 
work, but in the long run it is quite unsatisfactory as people would be eager to see friends and 
family in person. It is only too human and natural to miss your loved ones and to long for them, 
to take them in your arms and to sit at a table with them, to see them live and in-person, touch 
them, smell them, sense them and entirely feel them.  

Back to the elderly: how much do they know about technology in order to use social media to 
stay in touch with their family and friends? One thing is certain: it is without a doubt unhealthy 
for people to be alone or to be isolated: 

Ȱ/ÖÅÒ ÌÏÎÇ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÉme, social isolation can increase the risk of a variety of health problems, 
including heart disease, depression, dementia, and even death. A 2015 meta-analysis of the 
scientific literature by Julianne Holt-Lunstad, a research psychologist at Brigham Young 
University, and colleagues determined that chronic social isolation increases the risk of mortality 
ÂÙ φύϻȢȱ (https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/03/we -are-social-species-how-will -
social-distancing-affect-us) 

Social distancing as practiced during the COVID-19 pandemic assuredly can lead to stress and 
anxiety, depression, lack of motivation and productivity, anger, turning to vices, loss of 
cognitive strength and even trauma. It is very difficult to think positively and to stay mentally 
healthy in such a predicament, let alone the fact that social isolation increases the rate of 
mortality as well as the suicide rate. (cf. https://www.powerofpositivity.com/social -
distancing-affects-mental-health) 

Discussion  

Why of all things the term social distancing has become established in the media and globally 
accepted during the COVID-19 pandemic and an earlier pandemic, namely the swine flu (when 
it was used for the first time to refer to physical distance) could not be fully explained based 
on the available sources that were examined. As established throughout the research, the term 
social distancing might even work for the English-speaking countries, but soziale Distanz and 
socijalna distanca surely are not the proper terms in German and Croatian language. 

In order to find a satisfactory answer to this question, it would be necessary perhaps to 
conduct additional research in the field of medical terminology and etymology and/or 
interview the people responsible for introducing the term during the Covid-19 pandemic in 
order to elicit from them their motivation for establishing this term in the broader public 
realm.  
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Another interesting research would surely be how this term works in other countries and 
languages, as (when you check on the internet) the term social distancing is used almost 
everywhere as mentioned at the beginning of the article. 

Conclusion  

Now that the concept of social distance has been examined from various perspectives, we can 
ascertain that the term can certainly be viewed critically in its socio-historical context and that 
it has only emerged in a medical context during the 21st century. This concept was used in 
other contexts in centuries prior, i.a. to refer to class and/or racial difference and did not have 
a positive connotation as described in chapter 3 of this article.  

However, it does seem that over time various countries have reacted to the confusion 
surrounding the term social distancing, soziale Distanz or socijalna distanca and as a result 
there are a lot of articles on the internet explaining what is really implied by using the term(s) 
in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Not only is the term clarified, but clearer instructions and signs were implemented which 
make understanding of such easier. By now, a new term has been introduced, indicating 
exactly by way of visualisation what people should do: keep their distance, Abstand halten, 
ÄÒĿÉÔÅ ÒÁÚÍÁË: 

     

Picture 1    Picture 2    Picture 3  

Yet, it is interesting to see, that in some countries the optimal suggested distance is 1.5m while 
in others it is 2, possibly due to differences in measuring within the same country. There seems 
to be no uniform guideline for people to follow. Another explanation can be found in the fact 
that the distance guideline initially started with 1m at the beginning of the pandemic, then was 
raised to 1.5m and finally to 2m. Nevertheless, it seems signs are not used or adjusted 
accordingly. These signs and the statement keep your distance, Abstand halten or ÄÒĿÉÔÅ ÒÁÚÍÁË 
do not lead to confusions unlike the term social distancing.  

Yet, if we pay attention to politicians and the media, they still refer to social distancing, soziale 
Distanz and socijalna distanca. Most likely they wish to demonstrate that they are familiar with 
this technical medical term and enjoy sounding like experts in the field or they just want to 
confuse people on purpose to stay in control of the situation.  

In summation, the author would agree with George Loewenstein, Professor of Economics and 
Psychology in the Social and Decision Sciences Department at Carnegie Mellon University and 
director of the Center for Behavioral Decision Research that it would be necessary to replace 
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the term social distancing with physical distancing, to be in compliance with the WHO, or as 
Loewenstein states:  

Ȱ! ÍÏÒÅ ÓÕÐÅÒÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÌÙ ÅÆÆÉÃÁÃÉÏÕÓ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ 
ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȱ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÓÐÁÔÉÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȢȱ !Ó ×Å ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÓÐÁÔÉÁÌÌÙȟ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎ 
greater need for social contact, and for activities that bring ourselves together and give our lives 
ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÈÏÅ ÔÏ ÄÒÏÐȟ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÅÁÒ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȱ  

(https://www.marketwatch.com/story/people -find-waiting-incredibly -unpleasant-a-
behavioral-economist-on-why-doing-nothing-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic-is-so-hard-
and-how-to-make-it -easier-2020-04-01) 

While writing this article an interesting phenomenon was witnessed in the media, especially 
on TV, concerning the mask wearing imperative which led to the assumption that the term 
social distancing was not chosen accidentally or without intention:  

There seems to be a (social) distinction between who must wear a mask and who must not. 
When we look at TV shows, the people in front of the camera, the hosts and guests do not wear 
masks, even though the distance between them at times is not the prescribed 1.5 or 2m, yet all 
the cameramen, make-up artists, assistants, dancers etc. DO wear masks, even when they are 
in focus of the camera. With that being said, there definitely IS social distancing happening 
ÒÉÇÈÔ ÎÏ×ȟ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȩ 

This is precisely what also happens when politicians come together. Most of them don`t wear 
masks when getting out of a car or entering a building (to be witnessed on TV every day), but 
the chauffeurs, doormen, cameramen, and journalists all must wear one. Who is being 
protected? Who is protecting whom? Does the obligation to wear a mask only apply to the 
ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÓÔÒÁÔÁ ÏÆ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÏÆÆ ÅÓÃÁÐÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȩ )Ó ÉÔ ÎÏÔ 
inconsiderable for social distance ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÎÓÅȩ )ÓÎȭÔ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ 
distinction being made between the social classes as well? Or are our politicians allowed to 
play by their own rules regardless of what they require from their citizens? These questions 
may seem somewhat provocative, but the fact is that this can be seen in the media day in and 
day out. An average citizen may ask themselves where this all leads and whether the term 
social distancing is nevertheless connected to some of the linguistic, socio-historical, and 
psychological meanings mentioned in this article. 
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Abstract  

This study seeks to explore the views of challenges encountered by teachers who 
provide education to incarcerated juveniles in correctional schools. The wellness and 
ubuntu theories were used as a lens to understand the systemic obstacles that 
teachers are faced with, that obstruct them from providing support to juvenile 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÃÏÇÎÉÓÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȭ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÉÓ ÅÍÂÅÄÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎ 
interpretive paradigm and adopted the qualitative method. The researchers used the 
phenomenological approach to understand the academic wellness of the juvenile 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÕÔÅÎÇ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȭÓ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
centres in South Africa. Purposive sampling was used and two correctional school 
teachers who teach juvenile learners participated voluntarily in the study. Ethical 
considerations were taken into account and data was collected using the semi-
structured interviews. The findings revealed that the support is insufficient as 
teachers reported that they were overwhelmed by the context of the correctional 
system as a whole. Some of the juveniles displayed poor performance and academic 
failure and had dropped out of school. Transfer of juvenile learners was also indicated 
as obstacles for teachers to promote the academic wellness of the juvenile learners. 
The study concludes with recommendations to ensure that teachers find ways to 
address the obstacles and that in-service training is provided for teachers to enhance 
the academic wellness of the juveniles.  

Keywords : Wellness, support, obstacles ubuntu, juvenile, correctional, incarcerated 

 

Introduction  

According to national statistics in the United States, approximately 2.2 million juveniles are 
arrested and more than 110 000 are incarcerated in juvenile correctional centres annually 
(Snyder & Sickmund, 2006). Two major outcomes strongly associated with juvenile 
incarceration are said to be unproductive and unhealthy behaviour (Vacca, 2004; Winters, 
1997) and recidivism (Bullis, Yovanoff, Mueller, & Havel, 2002; Dryfoos, 1990). Worldwide, it 
is said that a very high numbers of youths are incarcerated annually (Houchins, Puckett-
Pattersonn, Crosby, Shippen & Jolivette, 2009).  

In South Africa, there have been numerous studies on the systemic obstacles faced by teachers 
in the Gauteng correctional centre schools. Teachers provide education to juveniles held in 
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correctional centres who have experienced academic failure in their previous schools 
(Baltodano, Harris & Rutherford, 2005; Foley, 2001; Wang, Blomberg, & Li, 2005). In general, 
incarcerated juvenile learners have a variety of unmet academic needs that lead to a learning 
breakdown from accessing learning in correctional school (Zajac, Sheidow, & Davis, 2015). 
Although teachers are faced with challenges in their working environment, they still continue 
to educate juvenile learners who are under their care as the Education White Paper 6 legislates 
that no learner should be prevented from participating in the education system regardless of 
their physical, intellectual, social, emotional, language or any other differences, implying that 
all learners should have access to education and be supported when needed, so that the full 
potential of each learner can be actualised (Department of Education, 1997:54). As a result, 
this has created an opportunity for all school-going age juvenile learners (ABET Level 1ɀ4 and 
Grade 10ɀ12) to receive education while serving their sentences (Makhurane & Magano, 
2014). 

According to Fagan (2004), juveniles are subject to gang violence, sodomisation, HIV/AIDS 
infections, and scabies and have no access to education or rehabilitation. Leone, Wilson, and 
Krezmien (2008) agreed with Gast (2001) that the cause of these miserable conditions was 
the gross of overcrowding in South African correctional centres. Another study by Hartney 
(2006) reported the same concerns about the obstacles facing juveniles, and that these 
systemic obstacles had not led to a breakthrough in the wellness of juveniles in correctional 
school. Consequently, it was difficult for teachers and staff to meet the physical, emotional and 
other needs of these juveniles. It is evident that teachers were faced with multiple, moral and 
emotional challenges that juveniles brought to correctional schools, such as violence, drug 
abuse and further criminal activities (Harer, 1994). 

The greatest challenges facing the teachers is that there is a lot of work but not enough 
resources. They get little help from society and no support from the Department of Education 
at school level (Department of Correctional Services, 2003). While teachers are providing 
education within correctional schools, lack of facilities is a challenge. Research by Contardo 
and Tolberg (2008) attested that education programmes can flourish within correctional 
schools only if teachers are equipped with necessary resources and are supported by 
correctional administrators, district officials and staff. In agreement, Mafumbate and Magano 
(2016) maintained that teachers are struggling to get adequate resources from the 
stakeholders. With regard to the teaching and learning environment, their study revealed that 
the population in correctional centres make unique demands on teachers teaching these 
juveniles. It has been noted that many teachers in correctional centres have not had sufficient 
trainin g, either pre-or in-service, that is required to perform their job well (Elrod & Ryder, 
1998). Although some teachers were well qualified, competence may not be the entire answer 
to successful teaching when working with incarcerated juvenile learners. 

However, the success of any system ultimately rests on having well-trained, engaged teachers 
who are equipped with the tools needed to educate their students. Skelton and Potgieter 
(2002) pointed out that, in South Africa, there is no specialisation within the police service 
regarding the teaching of juvenile offenders. Even if they have been exposed to the proper 
ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ȬÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÓÈÏÃËȭ ɉ7ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ςππυɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
culture shock is not only associated with the obstacles of working in secure centres, but with 
a high concentration and variability of special educational needs in the correctional 
classrooms (Kvarfordt, Purcell, & Shannon, 2005). In fact, both education and behavioural 
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profiles of juveniles have been associated with high level of professional stress reported by 
teachers in correctional schools (Houchins, Shippen, & Catrett, 2004). For some teachers, this 
shock results in avoidance behaviour which leads to the development of a narrow-minded 
view of their responsibilities, in which special education and accommodations are not 
included (Moody, 2003). Hence, Allday (2006) and Peck and Kaplan (1997) found that 
ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȭ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒ ÏÒ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ Á ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÏÒ 
it could play Á ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅȢ  

Theoretical Framework  

The theoretical frameworks around understanding the obstacles experienced by teachers in 
ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÅÎÔÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄ (ÅÔÔÌÅÒȭÓ ɉρωψπɊ 
model and ubuntu principles. By using an integrative lens, the researchers were trying to get 
a better understanding of the six interactive dimensions that continually influence each other 
and create overall wellness. The moral philosophy of ubuntu is based on the belief that an 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ Á 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ )Î ÔÕÒÎȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙ 
ɉ.ÙÁÕÍ×Å Ǫ -ËÁÂÅÌÁȟ ςππχɊȢ (ÅÔÔÌÅÒȭÓ ɉρωψπɊ ÔÈÅÏÒÙ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ Ôheoretical framework to 
this study is premised on the idea that each dimension of wellness forms a piece of a lifestyle 
ȬÐÉÅȭȡ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÏÎÅ ÐÉÅÃÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÖÏÉÄȟ Á ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÌÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
dimensions. It is through understanding of the dynamics and inter-relatedness of the six 
dimensions that teachers and stakeholders in correctional schools could remain informed and 
be able to interpret the essential concepts. 

Method  

This study adopted a qualitative phenomenological research method that was located within 
an interpretive paradigm to explore the systemic obstacles experienced by teachers in 
teaching juveniles in correctional schools and with regard to their wellness, perceptions and 
meaning that the juveniles give to their context (Hettler, 1980). The advantage of using this 
method was to get an in-depth, thick and rich description and understanding of lived 
experiences, actions and interpretation of data rather than assuming the data (Creswell, 
2007). Amaratunga, Baldry, Sarshar, and Newton (2002) agreed that qualitative data focus on 
naturally occurring, ordinary events in a natural setting thus it provides a real-life view. 
Purposive sampling was used to select participants from Gauteng province.  

Two teachers in the correctional school were selected from one of the Gauteng Province 
correctional centres to participate in interviews. These were teachers teaching ABET Level 1 
to 4, Grades 10ɀ12. Ethical measures were observed by the researcher. The participants 
(coded Teacher A and Teacher B) were assured of anonymity and confidentiality and told that 
they could participate voluntarily and were free to withdraw at any time. After permission 
was granted, participants signed the consent forms and data were collected using interviews. 
The individual interviews took 1 hour each after school hours when teachers were no longer 
ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȢ !Î ÁÕÄÉÏ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó ÔÏ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȭ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ 
The data were transcribed from all interviews were analysed manually from transcriptions, 
and codes were created by using colouring indicating similar meaning (Henning et al., 2004). 
Categories were grouped according to their meaning and, furthermore, collapsed into themes. 
The following themes were emerged: 

Transfer of juveniles from one prison to another which is difficult to manage; 



ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
39 

Patrolling and monitoring of security guards; 

Teaching and learning resources; 

Overcrowding; and  

Lack of professional development. 

Discussion of Findings  

Teachers in correctional schools were tasked with teaching juveniles with a wide range of 
intellectual abilities and previous experiences, especially those who had been unsuccessful in 
public schools. The findings from the research conducted by Sandford and Forster (2006) 
revealed that, in the United States of America, in a state with more than one state correctional 
centre, offenders were transferred to other correctional centres without their permission and 
sometimes within hours. When asked if this was a contributing factor to emotional wellness, 
the following were some of the responses:  

Transfer of juveniles from one prison to another which is difficult to manage  

Findings from this current study revealed that juvenile offenders were transferred to other 
correctional centres without teachers being informed. The participants indicated that reason 
for the movement of offenders by the DCS was to curb the overcrowding; namely, space, 
accommodation and logistical challenges. This was supported by Tam, Heng and Rose (2007) 
who affirmed that sometimes inmates were transferred to in the middle of the school year and 
had to take examinations within a short space of time. Research by Yates and Frolander (2001) 
maintained that classes were interrupted by various correctional procedures and students 
were often transferred from one correctional school to another before they completed their 
studies. 

Participant A said: Ȱ4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ Äue to the 
ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓȭ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÎÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÔÁÙÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÍÏÄÕÌÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÂÁÃË 
to society. Apart from that, we do not receive any notification from the office that speaks to these 
ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒÓȢ 7Å ÏÎÌÙ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒ ÉÓ ÌÅÆÔ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÁÙ ÏÒ ÓÏȢȱ 

Participant B added: Ȱ3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÅÁÒȢ "Ù ÓÏ ÄÏÉÎÇȟ ×Å ÌÏÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ 9ÏÕ ÆÉÎÄ 
that some are good students and we had grown a good relationship with them. They know us and 
we understand them. It becomes painful. It breaks our hearts as we have no power to stop what 
ÉÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅȢȱ 

Participants in this study indicated that teaching in correctional centres is challenging. It is 
clear that there is lack of communication between teachers and the administrators. Seemingly, 
teachers were not informed about the transfer of their students. They further emphasised that 
moving juveniles from one prison to another prevented them from developing a close 
relationship with their learners so that their learners could learn and be deterred from crime. 
The involvement of teachers contributed positively to the juveniles and that showed that 
teachers were still upholding the values of the philosophy of ubuntu. As stated in an African 
ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȡ Ȭany child is my childȢȭ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÉÎÇ 
and caring. This means that teachers do care and still have their own ways of supporting 
juvenile learners even though there are obstacles that obstruct them from supporting their 
juvenile learners who experience difficulties in learning. 
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When the teachers were asked what systems were in place that support teachers to be able to 
do with the transfer of students, TeacheÒ ! ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȡ ȰThere are no systems in place 
in prison. It is worse when an offender is transferred to another prison because sometimes the 
juvenile may not be placed where he was in terms of education or sometimes may find that the 
course that ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒȢȱ 

A study by Tam, Heng and Rose (2007) revealed similar findings in that, when juveniles were 
transferred, their courses could be abruptly interrupted or terminated. Such experiences add 
to the mistrust of the system. Findings from the current study suggests that communication 
between teachers and DCS is therefore, necessary for the transfer of juvenile learners so that 
there may be a continuation of what they were doing before they were transferred.  

Teacher B remarked: ȰÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȢȱ  

It was discovered that teachers experienced considerable stress in teaching juveniles in 
correctional centres. They highlighted that correctional setting was a unique setting in which 
many of the juveniles had previous academic problems. When participants were asked to 
describe what support they were providing to the juvenile learners in this regard, Participant 
A said: ȰÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ Óyllabus is developed in such a way that it caters for the transfer 
or this constant changing of juveniles. We also support them by helping them with the things they 
need but not all of themȱ  

It was clear from the findings that teachers were eager to support juvenile learners and that 
they always showed the ubuntu element by helping them with the things they needed. The 
findings of the study are similar to a study conducted by Magano (2015) who found that the 
ubuntu principle applied by correctional staff made a major contribution in changing the 
atmosphere at a correctional school. 

Teacher A and B further explained that ȰÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÔÏ 
support the students who have a variety of unmet needs. At least we suggest that DCS personnel 
must devise means to inform the teachers in advance so that we can try and prepare extra 
ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

To deal with the interruptions, teachers suggested that it would be better if they were 
informed beforehand so that they could put extra effort into their teaching and prepare extra 
activities to enhance the academic wellness of the juveniles (Mathur & Schoenfeld, 2010). 

Patrolling and monitoring of security guards  

This study revealed that teachers in correctional schools were faced with substantial 
challenges of not being able to address the needs of the juvenile learner. The evidence in this 
study indicated that during teaching and learning the security personnel stood outside the 
classroom or watched through a window, which teachers regarded as a most uncomfortable 
situation. Consequently, this could change their motivation during their teaching and learning 
ÔÉÍÅȢ &ÏÒ ÉÎÓÔÁÎÃÅȟ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔ ! ÓÁÉÄȡ ȰThere are quite a lot of challenges here in our prison. My 
ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅȢ %ÈÈÈȣȢ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÒ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ 
window as if you are also a criminal. That is the most frustrating thing to me, because when I 
×ÁÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÄȟ ) ×ÁÓÎȭÔ Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÈ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉons and the disturbances that erupt from prison 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅȢȱ 
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These findings concurred with research by Sarra and Olcott (2007) which indicated similar 
findings, that while teachers were teaching, correctional officers were patrolling and 
monitori ng offenders in class. Because of the security, teachers could not engage in effective 
classroom practices.  

Participant B said: ȰA ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ ÉÓ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÕÒÅ 
facility policies, where cell phones, keys are not allÏ×ÅÄȢȱ  

The study by Nelson, Jolivette, Leone, and Mathur (2010) supported the current study in that 
teachers were frustrated by the fact that correctional centres prioritised security and safety 
considerations over educational efforts. With regard to the challenges faced by correctional 
teachers, it was highlighted that conditions in juvenile facilities impacted the delivery of 
effective educational services. Such conditions included, amongst others, overcrowding in the 
cells, where, for example, juveniles found it difficult for them to study for their matric exams.  

Teaching and learning resources  

With regard to teaching and learning resources, the findings showed that teachers were 
unable to perform their duties well. When asked if they were able to teach without teaching 
aids, they mentioned that they had never seen any material that could help them support their 
learners. Lack of resources was a barrier to teachers as they struggled to help their learners 
understand the content which they were imparting to the juvenile learners. This corresponds 
with the Muntingh and Ballard (2012) who revealed that a number of teachers shared similar 
sentiments with the teachers interviewed. Knowles, Holton, and Swanson (2012) argued that, 
even though resources were available, there would never be enough. However, teaching and 
learning can happen even if there are few resources available at institutional level to do so. 
Teacher B remarked: Ȱ) ÕÓÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ×ÈÉÌÅ ) ÔÅÁÃÈȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÍÁËÅ ÃÏÐÉÅÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
bring ÓÏÍÅ ÃÏÐÉÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÙ ÐÏÃËÅÔ ÉÆ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÍÏÎÅÙȢȱ 

Teachers in this study indicated that they experienced challenges in getting appropriate 
teaching and learning resources from DCS in order to promote academic wellness of the 
juveniles. The participants in this study clearly indicated that they embrace the philosophy of 
ubuntu. Even though, they show an element of ubuntu, they needed appropriate teaching 
material to enhance the support of the juveniles in correctional schools. 

When Teacher A was also asked to give comment on the issue of resources, she said that: Ȱ9ÅÓȟ 
ÍÁȭÁÍ ÉÓ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔȢ &ÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÓÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ 
resources are difficult to get here in prison because we are forever told that there are no funds 
budgeted for resources. I personally ask my friends outside correctional centres to help me with 
different text books so that I can use them, although it is difficult to do photocopying because the 
administrators will tell you that you cannot use the government funds for prisoners; you are 
wasting the ink and the papÅÒȢȱ  

Overcrowding  

A major concern was overcrowding which is a disturbing factor for learners who are taking 
advantage of the opportunity of education that takes place in correctional centres and writing 
exams. This becomes an obstacle and compromises a favourable environment for the 
promotion of intellectual wellness of juveniles, taking into account that it is the responsibility 
of the correctional personnel to ensure that facilities are safe and secure especially for those 
students who are to seat and study for exams. Teachers expressed their concerns that 
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educational facilities are available for juveniles but overcrowding made it difficult for them to 
study and to concentrate on their studies. When a question was posed about resources being 
made available to support learners at the school, Teacher A responded by saying: Ȱ7ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ 
school, we fall short of the required resources such as text books to help our students to prepare 
themselves for the exams. Due to high rate of unemployment parents are unable to come and visit 
their children. Thus I adopted one of the students to take it upon my shoulder to pay for his 
ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȢȱ  

The above expression revealed that efforts have been made for the success of the educational 
programme in correctional schools wherein teachers have applied ubuntu to support those 
learners who want to take their education further. An environment such as this may positively 
ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓȭ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÅÎÔÒÅÓ ɉ"ÅÃËÅÒ Ǫ 
Luthar, 2002). It is pleasing to note that ubuntu and the support rendered through collective 
effort brought harmony and change in the lives of the juvenile learners in correctional school. 

Teacher B said: ȰȣȣȢÎÏÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ 
adequate books ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅØÁÍÓȱȢ  

The teachers further explained that the correctional obstacles were also linked to the 
resources that were to be used by juveniles for the preparation of the exams. Ȱ(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
are good things that we can talk about. For example, we have produced students who have passed 
their matric here. What happens, they come back and fill the gap. You can imagine the 
ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÕÄȢȱ 

Though correctional schools lack resources for teaching and learning, it seems that the issue 
is not being taken into consideration by the correctional personnel. However, if the matter 
could be addressed and more juveniles could become educated and graduate, they could be 
role models and provide support and teach those that are still inside. Lack of resources makes 
it difficult for teachers to stimulate the intellectual wellness of their learners without 
significant resources.  

For instance, Teacher B gave the followinÇ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎȡ Ȱ5ÍÍÍȣȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
going on in this prison that one does not know about it. The school offers lessons from Level 1 to 
4 qualified and teachers teach convicts. Apparently convicts who have registered for matric study 
privately. !ÐÐÁÒÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÍÁÔÅÓȭ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÂÁÄÌÙ ÏÖÅÒÃÒÏ×ÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ χ ÔÏ ψ ÉÎÍÁÔÅÓ 
occupying a single cell meaning a cell is supposed to be occupied by one inmate. You can imagine 
how they study for their exam. That is a challenge to us as teachers as some of the students have 
ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌȢȱ 

This corresponded with the study by Shabangu (2011) which revealed that juveniles were 
accommodated in dormitories or smaller cells with 3 to 4 people. Most of the time, the space 
provided did not allow them to lie down properly and ventilation was poor. Pearson (2015) 
also argued that education is primarily intended to educate juvenile learners academically but 
should also provide a space to learn socialisation skills so that they should fit well within their 
society after release. Findings from this study showed that overcrowding and security 
protocols posed serious obstacles to students and to their teachers who were unable to assist 
their learners who needed more attention in preparing for examinations.  
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Time all ocation  

It was identified from the responses of the participants that there was little progress in the 
classrooms because juveniles needed more time to explain the content thoroughly, 
particularly for those students who require special attention, including an Individualised 
Education Programme. Teacher A remarked: ȰÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔÉÁÔÅÄ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢȱ !Ó $ÅÌÌȭ!ÐÁ 
(1999) attested, most incarcerated juveniles were far behind their age group in terms of 
academic levels. Teachers expressed their concern regarding the fact that they needed more 
time to teach and to assist their learners with challenges. In fact, teachers who experienced 
such challenges in the system, lost focus on the educational programme which could 
negatively influence the wellness of the juveniles.  

Teacher A added that: Ȱ$ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÓÔÁÃÌÅ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȢ /ÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
background that these children displayed deviant behaviour and failure in the ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȢȱ  

Hockenberry and Puzzanchera (2015) also found that most incarcerated juveniles were two 
or more years behind their counterparts in basic academic skills. Young, Phillips and Nasir 
(2010) agreed that juveniles have low academic levels and a history of school failure hindered 
the academic wellness of juveniles. It was identified from the responses of the participant 
teachers that juveniles lunch-time took about three hours and that the older juveniles 
demanded some food from the younger juveniles. There were also systemic obstacles that 
hindered the effectiveness of programme of the day in view of the fact that teachers did have 
not many hours of teaching per day. Hence, teachers expressed their concern regarding the 
fact that they needed more time to teach and support their learners who had difficulties in 
learning. It was difficult for teachers to finish the syllabus and to do extra activities as a way 
of supporting their juveniles, especially those juveniles with learning difficulties. This simply 
means that juveniles in correctional schools do not benefit from the correctional educational 
programme.  

2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒȡ !Ó Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÅÎÔÒÅȟ Ȱwhat do you think could be done to deal with all 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÏÌÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȩȱ 

Teacher A responded: Ȱ)ȣȢȢÔÈÉÎË ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÆÆ ɉ$#3Ɋ 
should be considered, because we are the only ones who are facing problems in our classrooms. 
Thus I think the truth of the matter here is that education in correctional school is to keep the 
ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓ ÂÕÓÙȢ $#3 ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȢȱ  

Participants commented that education was perceived by correctional staff as one of the 
programmes whose purpose was to keep the juveniles engaged during the day. Thus it became 
difficult for teachers to cope with the emotional demands of juveniles which negatively 
affected learner performance (Jennings & Greenberg, 2011). Responses from teachers showed 
that they had concerns about the working conditions and believed that partnerships must be 
strengthened to ensure that the wellness of juveniles is enhanced in correctional centres. What 
was seen and felt by teachers in correctional centre schools was that a lot of work was left to 
the teachers themselves without much support from the DCS and community. The participants 
noted that networking was not recognised as significant in the wellness of juveniles. As a 
result, teachers were not able to support and learn from each other. 
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Lack of professional development  

7ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ 
to be competent in delivering the curriculum, teachers had to go for training. They expressed 
their concern that they were not trained in special education. Teacher B said: Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ) ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ 
work in correctional schools, I never thought I should be well versed about how to handle juvenile 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢ )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÍ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÒ 
knowledge of how to handle these learners who need intensive support, and how to figure out 
what curriculum equipment I need to prepare in order that I may be able to adapt and use it for 
ÍÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢȱ 

4ÅÁÃÈÅÒ ! ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱȣ teachers also lack relevant material to teach their learners and apart from 
that our learners are provided with low standard materials that will enable us to enhance the 
ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȢȱ 

The findings revealed that teachers lack knowledge and show little or no understanding about 
their teaching roles. Inadequate training in teaching juveniles with learning difficulties 
resulted in a high percentage of juveniles having negative attitude towards their learning. 
However, it is not possible if teachers are not well trained to enhance the academic wellness 
of juvenile learners in correctional centres. The findings concurred with research by Dixon, 
Yssel, McConnell and Hardin (2014) which indicated similar findings that professional 
opportunities have the ability to maintain and enhance the quality of teachers (Whichadee, 
2011). Professional development and continuing education of teachers should be provided on 
an ongoing basis until teachers are fully equipped to teach juvenile learners effectively. The 
lack of professional development was also linked to the resources provided. 

When Teacher B was asked to indicate systemic obstacles which she encountered in working 
for DCS, she stated: Ȱ-Ù ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÁÍ ÎÏÔ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÉÒ ÁÇÅ 
is far different from children who attend in mainstream. The correctional learners are more 
ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅÓ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȢȱ 

Teachers in this study showed a low level of satisfaction with the effectiveness of educational 
programmes with which they were involved. A study by Hawley, Murphy, and Souto-Otero 
(2013) showed that teachers need specific skills in handling juvenile learners. However, 
empowered teachers used a variety of teaching strategies to prepare individual learners with 
relevant skills which would enable them to reintegrate into society and the world of work 
(Mafumbate & Magano, 2016).  

Conclusion  

The myriad of obstacles and factors contributing to the education of juveniles can be 
addressed through the effective implementation of programmes designed to enhance the 
academic wellness of juveniles. The findings highlight that these various challenges have an 
impact on the academic wellness of the juveniles. The juvenile learners who are placed in 
correctional classrooms are placed there without proper support being offered to them. There 
is no progress if teachers are faced with so many challenges. Furthermore, these challenges 
lead to teacher incompetence and to negative attitudes towards the educational programmes. 
It has been noted that teachers in correctional centres have not had sufficient training that is 
required to perform their job well. The most important observation from this study is that 
there is a need for DCS to assist teachers in dealing with systemic obstacles so that teachers 



ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
45 

could develop competence and so that they could become inclusive teachers. The current 
study established that teachers who were willing to pursue professional development need to 
be trained in various ways so that their contributions could be meaningful. Even when 
individuals have knowledge, skills may be lacking in teaching juveniles without support from 
the DCS. Teachers also need support to enhance the wellness of juveniles with whom they 
work. 

Recommendations  

From the above discussion, recommendations were that teachers should be provided with the 
skills that will best support those juvenile learners who may need the most help of any teacher. 
Future employment of teachers by DCS should be strategic by first providing for the induction 
of newly appointed teachers who need to be well prepared for the culture shock of working 
within a secure care facility before they enter the system (Wright, 2005). The DCS and 
Department of Basic Education should work together with the teachers and provide adequate 
resources that would best meet the needs of the incarcerated learners. It has been 
demonstrated there is a problem with providing special education within correctional centres 
school. This study recommends that teachers and other correctional professionals need to 
work within collabor ative networks to help them understand how other professional address 
similar obstacles. When organised effectively, such collaborative processes will lead to 
positive outcomes both for teachers and for the juvenile learners whom they serve. It is 
therefore recommended that DCS should develop a policy specifically dealing with the transfer 
of juvenile learners and the policy should state clearly what teachers should do if there are 
transfers that are taking place, during teaching and learning and examinations. The transfer of 
juveniles who are involved in educational programmes should be investigated and teachers 
should be involved and treated with respect and be informed in the decisions that DCS is taking 
so that they may give opinions on the learners they teach. The recommendations can serve as 
a useful tool in developing a policy for schools in correctional services centres. 
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Abstract  

Folklore is one of the components and transmitters of a nation's national identity and 
its spiritual heritage. The great folkloric wealth of Albanian people shows its antiquity 
and creative genius. As the first creation of folklore, it is the basis for the creation and 
continuous functioning of other cultivated arts, such as: music, literature, 
choreography or other visual arts. Albanian folklore also represents a vital, early, 
stable and rich tradition. It is not a memory of the past, but it is alive and full of life 
and day by day it comes and is practiced articulated emotionally, developing, 
enriching and growing together with the Albanian people themselves, despite the 
many changes that are noticed in the realities of Albanian folklore in general. Through 
folklore, our people over the centuries manifested outstanding talent, spiritual 
expressive potential, great promotional skills. Albanian folk music tradition is 
generally an oral tradition based on the memory of the people; she did not feel the 
need for writing because she was born, spread and selected to live word of mouth and 
generation after generation, adapting to the needs and requirements of life. 

Keywords:  Folklore, Albanian Music, Nation Identity, Cultivated Music 

 

Introduction  

Folklore is one of the components and transmitters of a nation's national identity and its 
spiritual heritage. The great folkloric wealth of our people shows its antiquity and creative 
genius (Paparisto,1970). As the first creation of folklore, it is the basis for the creation and 
continuous functioning of other cultivated arts, such as: music, literature, choreography or 
other visual arts. Albanian folklore also represents a vital, early, stable and rich tradition. It is 
not a memory of the past, but it is alive and full of life and day by day it comes and is practiced 
articulated emotionally, developing, enriching and growing together with the Albanian people 
themselves, despite the many changes that are noticed in the realities, of Albanian folklore in 
general (Kapxhiu,2015). Through folklore, our people over the centuries manifested 
outstanding talent, spiritual expressive potential, great promotional skills (Kuqi,2018). 
Albanian folk music tradition is generally an oral tradition based on the memory of the people; 
she did not feel the need for writing because she was born, spread and selected to live word of 
mouth and generation after generation, adapting to the needs and requirements of life. When 
the Albanian language began the path of transformation from the form of rural dialects to the 
more urban ones, this fact did not occur as a result of the beginning of the use of the Albanian 
script, but of the adoption of people's speech in newer living conditions. From this adaptation, 
the musical tradition of the cities gained a new dimension. The Albanian language, although 
transmitted and preserved in the memory of the people, needed writing, which it lacked for a 
long time, while the oral, urban and rural musical tradition did not feel such a lack 
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(Koço,2004). As the Albanian language began to be written relatively late, the people's 
memory of his epic and song continued to be particularly strong and prevalent until the 
twentieth century, while the Albanian musical tradition was subject to three main laws of oral 
transmission: continuity, change and selection. Regarding the musical writing according to the 
Western system, it must be said that we are lucky because it started to be used not much later 
than the somewhat unified writing of the Albanian language (KÏëÏȟςππτɊȢ !ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȬσπÓȟ ÔÈÅ 
rich civic song of the different regions of Albania, in addition to the form of interpretation given 
by its natural traditional oral bearers, began to be presented to the public in the form of 
cultivated music (savante). The relationship of folklore with cultivated musical creativity finds 
expression in almost all forms, genres and genres of professionally cultivated artistic music 
(Kapxhiu,2018). Since the century. XIX, in European countries was promoted the recognition, 
study and possible use of national musical heritage in order to form musical cultures with a 
national spirit, a direction which influenced the developments of Albanian music at the 
beginning of the century. XX. Among the relations between folk and cultivated music are 
mentioned harmonization, elaboration, creation in folk style and quotation from folk music 
(Kapxhiu,2018). 

Folk music, characterized by simplicity of expression, rich emotional, melorhythmic, modal-
tonal, linguistic and structural content has been used by Albanian composers to perfect 
cultivated musical creativity. Singers, professional pianists and composers of the 1930s, began 
to build and harmonize civic folk songs by including them in their programs in which the 
classical repertoire dominated. Civic lyrical songs that had begun to be cultivated by artists of 
the 30's and that were later reflected in the collection: "Albanian Lyra", drew the attention of 
critics, local and foreign, on the values and role of these songs. The civilized world noticed in 
these songs a lack of, the passion of forbidden love, the provincial diversity in the expression 
of beauty (text and music), the metric and modal diversity as well as the identity of the main 
provinces of Northern, Central and Central Albania. South; she felt in these songs "the 
melancholy of despair, the suffering with hope, the desire for the renewal of genesis 
(Koço,2004). Civic songs carried down by generations of their deliverers from the "twilight" 
of anonymity to the present day have always tended to change perhaps never to reach any 
final form if their collector had not ever appeared to them. fixing them on paper at a certain 
stage of development (Koço,2004). 

One of the three most important factors of folk music is continuity, which is essential for the 
musical tradition which mainly matures through the process of oral transmission. Thus, if 
continuity were what connects the present with the past and selection determines the most 
accomplished music, change would be what stimulates the creative impulse of the individual 
or group. Since the traditional civic song lives only through the oral form (that is, it does not 
need the musical writing of reference) and is always in search, change as an integral element 
of this oral musical tradition becomes an important factor in creating new forms. of songs 
(Koço,2004).  Although changing the same song over time has been a stimulus to creation, the 
song itself during the continuum process has not always been inclined towards improved 
maturity; it may even have been lost in memory. Not a few songs during the oral broadcast 
have suffered such a fate. As for the civic songs (anonymous or with an author) that have not 
only preserved the memory but have been evidenced for their values, have their origin in the 
original, if the latter can be researched and it should be considered as the source and accurate 
model of the song (Koço,2004) . 
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The delivery of folklore and language, as important components of the spiritual and material 
cultural heritage, according to the appropriate artistic and professional criteria, gave the 
cultivated music a unique originality. Moreover, Albanian folk music has influenced the 
crystallization of forms of melodic development of professionally cultivated music through the 
preservation, use and reliance on folk intonations.   During the process of transmission and 
oral development of Albanian civic songs, the Western system of major minor minor tones was 
completely irrelevant to these songs. The musical influence of the West in Albania that can be 
said that from the second half of the XIX century was characterized by the following factors: 
the structure of songs (strophic or chorus); use of Western instruments with tempered 
intonation; adaptation from a rhythmically free syllabic ornamentation (typical of that of the 
Middle and Near East) to a more balanced and rhythmic ornamentation in the distribution of 
grades; accompaniment of songs from the orchestra instead of the earliest local formations 
(saz party). The use of the Albanian language in songs, despite the number of words and 
accents in Turkish, was what nationalized it more than anything else. Despite these new 
influences, the civic song mainly of northern and central Albania carried essentially 
characteristics of the East, Oriental-Balkan but with a distinct provincial identity; for the sake 
of these features it has a value of unrepeatable local originality. Regarding the civic song of the 
south, mainly that of the district of Korça, it deviates from the fashions of the South-Western 
Balkans.  Both the fashions of the Western Balkans and the Ottoman fashions originate from 
the Orient but belong to different periods. In the formation of the character of the Albanian 
civic song, the Ottoman modes have had a greater influence, which are characteristic for the 
songs of Central and Northern Albania, which are closer to the diatonic modes. Some types of 
songs, have been influenced not only by geographical position but also as a result of Byzantine 
and Ottoman rule for a long time (Xhatufa,2003). Folklore has consistently been a source of 
inspiration and orientation for the delivery of our cultivated music. The first professionals of 
our musical tradition in the creative field, such as: Lec Kurti, Father Martin Gjoka, Thoma Nasi, 
Krito Kono, Pjetër Dungu, Konstandin Trako, etc., who in their creative beginnings showed 
serious efforts to orient their musical work from the provincial folk music of their origin 
(Kapxhiu,2015). The research and musicological works of various scholars, in modern times, 
through internationally accepted documents and justifications, have brought to light 
important data on the contribution and precious values in cultivated music (Kuqi,2018). Folk 
music motivated and led the formative process of cultivated music as the only national artistic 
tradition with uninterrupted continuity. Thus, the relationship between folk and cultivated 
music developed in several key steps. 

The first step in establishing the relationship between folklore and cultivated music is the 
harmonization of folk songs, especially those for the vocal formation of disazers 
(Kapxhiu,2016). Harmonization is about the harmonious modal, diatonic and chromatic attire 
of popular music. 

European national schools, such as Russian, Czech, Hungarian, Polish, Norwegian, etc. during 
the century. XIX have played an important role in uniting the national concept (struggle for 
identity and national unity) and the popular one in cultivated music. We find this process 
developed in the Baroque period of classical classicism and romanticism in the century. XIX. 
Also, the harmonization of folk songs takes place on the stage forms of the vocal-orchestral 
genre, such as opera and operetta. 



ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
52 

Harmonization, as a form of the early relationship of folklore with cultivated music, has been 
widely practiced by Albanian composers after the 30s and 40s of the last century, ie later than 
in other peoples, aiming at shaping the character and national spirit. As in Europe, in Albania, 
folk music was the motive and leadership of the creativity of cultivated music, as an important 
part of the artistic and spiritual heritage of the Albanian national culture. Based on the limited 
degree of qualification of the Albanian composers of this period, their creativity of harmony 
was focused on vocal formations with popular spirit, which were simple in terms of dimension 
and articulation. Moreover they were closer to the musical tastes of the public of that period. 
Among the Albanian composers who harmonized folk songs for different vocal formations are 
mentioned Çesk Zadeja, Tish Daija, Tonin Harapi, Mark Kaçinari etc. 

However, the earliest evidence for the delivery of cultivated music dates back to the National 
Renaissance period. The National Renaissance valued folk music, and especially song, as an 
import ant and indispensable tool for reflecting and disseminating its progressive ideas 
(Kuqi,2018). During this period, folk music came out of the closed provincial circle and, step 
by step, began to be compared to its national sisters and to the new cultivated Albanian music. 

A more advanced stage of folk music elaboration is the in-depth development in cultivated 
music, which involves the transformation of the thematic source material in accordance with 
the sound wholeness of the folk source music (Kapxhiu,2016). Through compositional tools 
and techniques such as: the development of thematic material, ameliorative changes of the 
source music subject, tonal shifts, harmonization, etc., folk music comes even closer to 
cultivated artistic musical creativity. The elaboration of folk music began as a need to adapt 
folk creations to wind orchestras and between the 30s and 40s of the century. passed also for 
adapting to different coral formations. 

After the Second World War, it was necessary for art to serve the improvement of the Albanian 
social life, that is, the education of the masses and the strengthening of the national character. 
Attention was paid to increasing the number of professional composers who would deliver 
musical creativity in close connection with folk music of a national character. 

This fact is also expressed by A. Paparisto, when he states that: Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÉÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ Á 
national music was the elaboration or use of the song, the folk melody. The values of such work 
are seen in the fact that the composers, who less and who more, have made this elaboration 
starting not only from the purpose of technical enrichment, but also defining a point of view and 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÆÏÌËÌÏÒÉÃ ÎÅ× ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ ȱ (Paparisto,1970). 

The elaboration of folk music for vocal formations was masterfully realized by Kostandin 
Trako, Lorenc Antoni, Fahri Beqiri, Tonin Harapi, etc., a tradition which was transmitted to 
composers after the '70s and' 80s such as Limoz Dizdari, Gjon Simoni, Thoma Simaku, Vasil 
Tole et al. Their creative individuality served to deepen the national character of Albanian 
artistic music, especially the vocal one cultivated through the form of folk music processing. 

For T. Harapin Ȱ%ÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÎÅ× ×ÏÒËȟ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁct that the original source was taken 
from the people: therefore it must be distinguished by an architectural construction, a clear form 
which conveys the thought from one stage to another, gives way and creates the necessary 
correlation to emotion and inner nerve. Here, the artistic mastery, sharpness and taste of the 
composer play a special role " (Kalemi,2003). 
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Albanian composers of the second half of the last century have relied on folk music to deliver 
processing and harmonizing forms of vocal and instrumental music. Moreover, according to T. 
(ÁÒÁÐÉȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÔÁÓË ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÅÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÕÉÎÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎȢ 
If the source material takes a different direction or is lost during processing, then we have 
escaped the basic demand ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÅÎÒÅȢ ȱ  !ÌÂÁÎÉÁÎ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒÓȟ ÂÙ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
with the processing and harmonization of folk music, paved the way for the delivery of vocal 
ÁÎÄ ÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÒÁÌ ÆÏÒÍÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÐÉÒÉÔȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 4Ȣ (ÁÒÁÐÉ Ȱ"Ù ÅÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×Å ÍÅÁÎ 
the expansion, multiplication of ideological, emotional, stylistic and technical values of the 
popular source material. The elaboration starts from the increase of the volume (sound) of a 
folk song, until the realization of an architectural choral, orchestral or solo construction; since 
the harmonization with many voices, with many instrument lines, etc. Without going into the 
details of the processing scale, we can say that it is another edition of the folk song, more 
reinforced in many ways. The elaboration of folk music is closely related to the creative 
individuality of the composer, ie the fact how much he knows folk music, how emotionally 
connected it is with the spiritual heritage of the people and how professional he is in 
performing this practice. First, he selects a popular subject as original and practical as possible. 
Second, it studies and analyzes popular music. Third, it finalizes and enables the performance 
of a complete artistic and emotional creation. Also, the processing of folk music has led to the 
delivery of musical forms and genres with a wider vocal and instrumental dimension. 

In addition to the process of processing and harmonizing folk music for choral formations, 
another form is the way of creating popular style music as an independent development of 
cultivated music. This form is evident in the song genre for soloists or vocal formations. The 
characteristic of these creations is that although they do not rely on any authentic folk creation 
to quote and further develop it, most of them come oriented towards general characteristics 
of folk songs and, more often, inspired by folk music. provincial origin of the author 
(Kapxhiu,2016). In this way, the original styles of folk songs are different in terms of syntactic 
features, melo-dramatic structure, etc. 

The creations of Albanian composers with provincial folk style and artistic-emotional 
achievements are numerous, both for the solo genre and for the vocal formations. Famous are 
the civic songs of Shkodra, Elbasan, Berat, Korça, etc., such as "Luleborë", authored by S. Gjoni, 
"When my husband comes from the camp", by K. Konon, etc., some of which are also known as 
folk songs without author.  In the period of the Anti-Fascist National Liberation War, folk songs 
played an important role in awakening and deepening the patriotic spirit. In the period during 
the second half of the last century, popular style musical creations developed further. The 
songs stand out: "Kur bjen fyelli dhe çiftelia" by P. Gaci; "Gajdexhiu", by T. Daija; "Xhamadani 
vija-vija", by Mr. Çoba etc. In continuation, Albanian composers showed their creative 
individuality in songs, dances, various instrumental and orchestral pieces in folk style, which 
enriched the artistic life of the country. 

The creation of popular style of cultivated music was a new and independent development 
that further expanded the popular spirit and national character, as well as the delivery of 
genres and major forms of symphonic, stage, vocal, instrumental and chamber art music. 
Mainly, this style was developed in the genre of civic song and music adapted for folk 
instruments, such as: llahuta, çiftelia, fyejt etc. Another form of relationship between folk and 
cultured music is the citation of authentic musical material of songs, instrumental and 
orchestral pieces of folk music and its inclusion in the cultured musical work in the vocal, 
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homophonic, polyphonic, instrumental, orchestral genres, especially the music of the 
ensemble of Central Albania and that of the sazes of Southeast and Southern Albania, chamber 
music, vocal-concert music and stage music for opera and ballet. Citation of folk music, as an 
important aspect of cultivated artistic music has emerged in the years 1930-1990 onwards. In 
this way, the folk music tradition has oriented the formation and crystallization of the 
professionally cultivated musical tradition. The citation form from folk music dates back to the 
period of Romanticism of the century. XIX, where various Russian, German, Norwegian, Italian 
and wider composers combined their creativity with folk music resulting in orchestral -
symphonic works, such as rhapsody, dance, etc. Some of these quotations are those of the 
opera "Tanhoizer", of R. Wagner, the opera "Evgeny Onjegin", of P. I. Tchaikovsky, etc. In the 
century. XIX, the Hungarian composer, F. List says about the Hungarian rhapsodies "I took the 
wealth of motives where they had their source" (Lara,1984). Even throughout the century. XX, 
many composers like M. Ravel, B. Bartok etc. they based their creativity on folk music by giving 
it a national character and also clarifying their creative individuality. According to the 
(ÕÎÇÁÒÉÁÎ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÅÔÈÎÏÍÕÓÉÃÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ "Ȣ "ÁÒÔÏË Ȱ4Ï ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÆÏÌË ÓÏÎÇÓȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
one of the most difficult tasks or otherwise not easier than to create works with original 
themes. Suffice it to keep in mind that the elaboration of a certain theme is in itself the source 
of a great difficulty in the elaboration of the folk song or in its simple harmonization, such 
inspiration is also required, as in the creation of a written work with a theme. created by the 
ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒ Ȱ ɉ"ÁÒÔÏËȟρωυτɊȢ "ÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒÓ 
of the century. XIX, XX was also oriented the Albanian musical direction and the original 
abundant creative practice of Albanian composers. One can single out "Rhapsody on Albanian 
folk songs" by M. Gjoka (1922) with quotes from the folk music of northern Albania, etc. After 
the 50s of the century. XX examples of citation through folklore are the works of Albanian 
composers, such as: Zadeja, Daija, Zoraqi, Harapi, Dizdari, etc. After the Second World War, 
musical creativity reflected the social, political and cultural transformations in Albania, in 
other words, she became the spokesperson of this era. The citation of the popular source 
material was reflected in the genre of vocal and orchestral rhapsody around the 40s of the last 
century. The composer K. Kono stands out, who composed five rhapsodies. Folk music with its 
morphological, syntactic and expressive richness enabled a cultivated and original musical 
creativity. In the period after the 60's of the last century, rhapsody as a genre of orchestral-
symphonic music started and was widely cultivated. The rhapsodies of Laro, Gaqi, Peçi, etc. 
stand out, in which a series of well-known folk songs and dances of the traditional folk music 
were quoted. One problem in this regard has been the decline in folklore of various composers, 
otherwise the formal copying of a folk melody or a segment of instrumental folk music, without 
undergoing processing, through compositional tricks, impoverishes the creative process of 
creativity cultivated in the orchestra genre. , poem and symphonic dance etc. as well as the 
creative individuality of the composer. The reason is the professional lack of knowledge of 
musical means of expression and compositional techniques. 

However, folk music found the right expression in the creativity of most Albanian composers 
in order to realize the national in music. We mention the long research and cognitive work of 
Ç. Zadesa in the relationship of his creativity with folklore. 

+ÏÓÏÖÁÒ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÉÃÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ !Ȣ +ÏëÉ ÕÎÄÅÒÌÉÎÅÄȡ Ȱ0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ :ÁÄÅÊÁ ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒ ×ÈÏ 
represents the greatest creative figure in our national universe and at the same time belongs 
to the first generation of our educated composers, who laid the foundations of classical music 
with wide dimensions, such as from the aspect of the treatment of the musical subject and the 
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artistic form, as well as from the aspect of the melody, rhythm and style (Koçi,2008). 
Delivering the genre of rhapsody of this period relied on the great epic through its citation, 
elaboration and recreating in popular spirit and national character, which further inspired the 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬχπÓ-ȭωπÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ last century. For example, the folklore of the villages of Tirana 
adapted best to the cultivated music. On the one hand, a folklore motif of a musical work, of 
whatever genre it may be, makes it possible that that motif, even if it is sung by the people, is 
not lost as a heritage, because it is found in that work, while on the other hand , if we were to 
cultivate a folk song, it can no longer be called folk, because it must be free to undergo changes 
or be preserved as it is, depending on the bearers (Kuqi 2018). Despite this reasoning, folk 
music remains a model and aspiration for the cultivated Albanian music, which has been 
developed oriented towards it and the rich long tradition. The folk song has been adapted by 
the composers in different ways, during the process of multiplication and enrichment of the 
cultivated Albanian music in different genres and forms. Composer Aleksandër Peçi at the 28th 
song festival on RTSH, in 1989, with the song "Toka e Diellit", sung by Frederik Ndoci, Manjola 
Nallbani, Julia Ndoci, won the first prize. Her motive was taken from a folk song, which belongs 
to the villages of Tirana, "The river is coming, the river is lying" or, as it is also known, "This 
Lik Stema is making a gun". This composer, like many others, has made the best use of folklore, 
in particular, that of the villages of Tirana. Other works of this composer based on the folklore 
motifs of the villages of Tirana, are: "Dance Triste", with a motif taken from "The flower cries 
for the flower"; "Dance on glass", with motif taken from "Dance No. 1 of Tirana"; "Dance 
Rhapsody", with motif taken from "Napoleon", "Four dances for violin and piano", taken from 
ͼ"ÌÁÃË $ÁÙͼ ȟ ÍÒÅȟ ÄÉÔ ͻÅ ÈÏÎͻȟ ÍÒÅ ȱȢ -ÏÒÅÏÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒËÓȟ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
folklore motifs of the villages of Tirana, such as: the wolf motif in the ballet "Kids and the Wolf" 
and the film of Skanderbeg, the wedding moment. Another composer who referred to the 
motifs of Tirana folklore is Pëllumb Vorpsi, who built his work, entitled "Fantasy" for orchestra 
and choir (wordless choir, with vocals), processing the motifs of the dance of " Napoleon ". 
Moreover, he has also developed folk songs for the acapella choir. Even the music of the 
documentary film "Frang Bardhi" has a popular character and is perceived as such, although 
there are no motives taken specifically for any particular song. Pëllumb Vorpsi says: "Popular 
material never hinders the modern one". Also, the composer Thoma Gaqi is based on the 
motives of folk songs of the villages of Tirana. With the motive of the song "Po lje lumi rrema 
rrema" ("Po ban pushk 'o ky Lik Stema"), he has built the second theme of "Dublit Rapsodi, 
Concerto for violin, cello and orchestra", created in 1979, while in in 1977 "Rhapsody No. 1 for 
orchestra", the middle part of it, was built with the motif of the song "Çohuni djem shaloni 
atin", while the third part, which is allegro, was built with the motif of the song "Lake 
pupulake". All the time is built on motifs with magnified seconds and the motifs are scattered 
all over, in different positions, are opened in different positions. 

Another work of this composer is the symphonic dance "Dance with tears", of 1981, which is 
built on the motif of "Dance No. 3, of Tirana" (dance of the bridegrooms). Composer Thoma 
Gaqi, realizing best that the difficulties for composers who take folklore motifs for their works 
ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÓÁÙÓȡ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÏÃÈÔÈÏÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÏÎÇÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ 
are very old folk songs, it is not easy to mutilate. Being quite old they have taken place in the 
people and great care must be taken because it is much easier to fail than to succeed so as not 
to become disliked by the people. You need to think about why you should and why you are 
taking advantage of this. Folklore is used ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ ȱ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ 
of folklore can be seen in the Albanian choral song, which came and developed as an example 
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of folk group singing, which although characteristic of southern Albania, is practiced in other 
territories of the country, such as Myzeqe , Chameria, in Kosovo, in Albanian lands, in eastern 
Macedonia, etc. The way in which the relationship between choral singing and folklore 
develops is expressed in various forms, such as the elaboration, harmonization and creation 
of folk songs for choir. Moreover, stylization means a vocal-choral creation that contains 
quotations from folk songs, developing them melodically, in a popular spirit, and structuring 
ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÐÏÌÙÐÈÏÎÉÃ ÈÁÒÍÏÎÙȢ KȢ :ÁÄÅÊÁ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙȡ Ȱ-ÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖity, folklore, has been used 
in the most natural ways, starting from the method of quotation, elaborated according to the 
creative individuality of the composer. In many cases, the innovative modal-harmonic source 
of popular creativity, has maintained its importance, as well as other elements such as the 
richness of melodic figurations, rhythmic variety, instrumental colors, etc .. when we talk 
about these achievements, we must understand the way more conscious that in these cases 
we have nothing to do with primitive ethnographic interventions, as if we do not have to go so 
ÆÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÌÏÓÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÉÇÎÓ ÏÆ ÆÏÌËÌÏÒÅ ȱȢ &ÏÌËÌÏÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ 
creative artistic consciousness of our people in terms of music. The national identity of our 
cultivated music cannot be understood without its relationship to folklore (Turku,2018). He 
is its main source. Moreover, the deep knowledge and study of folklore creativity is a necessary 
condition for musical realizations with clarity of national identity. On this problem, Albert 
0ÁÐÁÒÉÓÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÌÉÎÅÓȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÓÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÒÉÃÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
tradition can not even be thought to be solved without folklore, without a new direction of 
creative practice towards folklore. And this new direction is not only its exploitation from the 
melodic and rhythmic point of view, but the study and discovery of the deeper features, the 
development of those embryonic characteristics that hide these melodies, the discovery and 
development of the expressive logic of their inner nature (Paparisto,1970). 

The works with folklore motifs are very successful and liked by the Albanian public because 
they are very close to it. Moreover, folklore has helped artists create and develop an identity 
of their own ×ÉÔÈ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢ 0ÒÏÆȢ !ÌÆÒÅÄ 5ëÉ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ)Ô ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ 
to deny the popular spirit to many works of professional art, which do not carry direct 
influences from folklore .... Strengthening the ties of professional art with folklore not only has 
not been and it is not an obstacle for raising the level of artistic mastery, but it is a premise for 
ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ ÁÒÔ ȢȢȢ ȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ 
based on the fact that in the period of the communist regime there were controversies over 
the connection of folklore with professional art. Research has proven that in different 
historical periods, Albanian authors have highlighted the desire and efforts to preserve 
national identity in cultiv ated music, through the development of relations with folklore. 
Cultivated Albanian music has always been multiplying and enriching both in genres and in 
forms and languages, and in support of this music has been folklore. Currently, the cultivated 
Albanian music is preparing important conceptual changes, which come naturally, as a 
necessity of the path towards European integration, where popular orientation is a priority 
and a factor, not only for the configuration of its national identity, but also for the authenticity 
of originality, which he will place with dignity, alongside the musical cultures of the peoples of 
a united Europe. Every creator, without exception, even contemporary ones, is based on the 
sensory authenticity of folk music. 
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Abstract  

Mistreatment and violation of international laws are recurrent events during WWII; 
torture is a frequent method used in the Algerian War. This paper investigates the 
escalation of violence which, in some cases, degenerates into torture and offers a 
comparison between the situation of Axis Prisoners of War (1943-1946) and the 
ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÒÉÁ ɉρωυτ-1962). In spite of the temporal interval 
and different ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔÓȟ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅ ȰÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÔÙȱȢ 

Keywords:  3ÅÃÏÎÄ 7ÏÒÌÄ 7ÁÒȟ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÍȟ $ÅÃÏÌÏÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ -ÉÓÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔȟ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȭ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ 

 

Introduction  

Mistreatment and torture have always accompanied the history of humanity and they have 
been common practice during minor and major wars. The reason why mistreatment and 
ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÅØÉÓÔÅÄ ÉÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ȰÁÆÆÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙȱ ÁÎÄ 
inspires in the perpetrator a deep sense of pleasure (Bourke 2001). Throughout history this 
phenomenon has showed different faces depending on the goals it set itself. In pre-classic 
criminal law, torture was considered a mean of obtaining evidence rather than a corporal 
punishment; in Greek-Roman times it was used against slaves in particular, but also against 
free (but foreign) citizens and it consisted in four basic forms: the nailing, the impalement, the 
stocks and the red-hot iron1. During the first three torments, the victim could have to endure 
hours of agony before the executioner decided to put an end to their suffering. 

If we move slightly away from warfare, the range of tortures was even wider with the wheel, 
the stake, the stretching, mutilation, the pincers and the tongs, the rack, the suspension, the 
drowning, the quartering, the branding, the boiling, the ripping, the Brazen Bull and The Iron 
Maiden. In refer to the wheel and other tortures mentioned above, Kerrigan writes:  

For many centuries, the victims of torture were stretched on the wheel. Although it seems that 
some wheels had a circular shape with the victim stretched along the revolving edge, in most 
of these devices we could see a macabre parody of a restful bed. Later versions of this 

 
1 The nailing to a stake (like the crucifixion), as reported against a war enemy by Herodotus in his 
Histories; the impalement (that is, running a pole through the trunk of the body from the anus to the 
throat), attested by historian Duris of Samos with reference to the war between Athens and Samos in 
439 B.C.; the stocks, a tool consisting in an iron collar chained to a column, which dates back to 820 
A.D.; branding by means of a red-hot iron, considered to be the lightest type of torture of ancient times 
and used to humiliate the defeated enemy. 
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tecnology provided for the presence of props suitable to raise the victim to the hight easier for 
the torturer, thus deserving the device the Spanish name of escalera, that is scale. But even 
without these variations, the traditional wheel was already terrible of its own. This cruelty 
was not the exclusive monopoly of the Catholic Church: on the occasion of the religious 
ferments of the Sixteenth Century in England, the wheel was generously used not only by 
1ÕÅÅÎ -ÁÒÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÙ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÏÖÅÒÅÉÇÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÏÍÅ ɍȣɎȢ 

The ancient historian Joseph tells that the Jews insurgents against the rule of Rome, the 
Maccabees, once captured, were subjected to torture that culminated in death by boiling. The 
victim was immersed in a cauldron filled with boiling water or was browned in boiling oil on 
a hot iron plate.  It seems that in the same way in the Middle Ages the Spanish and Italian 
Inquisitors covered with fat the feet of the prisoners and that they literally fried them on the 
ÆÉÒÅ ɍȣɎȢ  

Branding is a form of instant torture that leaves a permanent mark. The use of branding, in 
Roman times, involved escaped slaves and then captured. With a big F (which meant 
ȰÆÕÇÉÔÉÖÅȱɊȟ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅÈÅÁÄȟ ÎÏ ÆÕÇÉÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÖÅÒÙ ÆÁÒȢ #ÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ 
practice spread in medieval England where, to report the various crimes, a system based on 
different initials was used: T for thief, M for murderers, P for perjuries, SL for authors of 
seditious libels. (Kerrigan, 2001, 37-77)  

Some of these methods have also been employed in modern wars: think for instance about 
waterboarding (drowning), frequently used by the USA against Islamic prisoners in Abu Graib 
in Iraq and in Guantanamo in 2003 (Bonini 2004).   

In the Twentieth Century, war torture developed new techniques; this century was able to 
combine subtle tortures with explicit, really tough ones.   

However, before getting into details as far as my three cases are concerned, that is: 

the mistreatment of Italian and German prisoners in American hands at the end of WWII; 

the tortures against the Germans by the French between 1944 and 1948; 

the tortures against the Algerians by the French during the Algerian War. 

At the end of World War II and between 1944 and 1948: the first two cases  

The situation Germans and Italians face between the end of the Second World War and the 
early post-war era represents the first step in an escalation of mistreatment and violence 
×ÈÉÃÈȟ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÁÓÅÓȟ ÄÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅȢ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÏ ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔȟ 
differently from the second ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÄȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÓÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏÔÁÌÌÙ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅ ÙÅÔȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÉÔȭÓ 
very close to it. We are faced with an intermediate situation, which is more than maltreatment 
and less than real torture. 

The Italian prisoners in American hands, after September 8th 1943, find themselves in a 
different situation compared to the war, as the armistice has given the Italian government the 
illusion of co-belligerency, which at first prompts Badoglio and the High Commissioner for war 
prisoners, Pietro Gazzera, to make coÎÃÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÉÃÈȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ 
the way and upon the conditions hoped for by them (Conti, 2012). Suddenly, within US prison 
camps, the Italians are faced with the choice to voluntarily join (therefore without the 
mediation and the full consent of the Italian government) the co-operation with the allied 
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forces or to refuse it. Those who refuse to sign the I promise, that is, the collaboration 
agreement (and decide to wait for further instructions from the Italian government), are 
ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÐÅÎ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ρωςω 'ÅÎÅÖÁȭÓ 
Convention. How are they discriminated against? These Italians, labelled as fascist prisoners, 
are transferred to special camps (therefore far from the other prisoners who have decided to 
cooperate), particularly to the Hereford (Texas) camp, where they are subjected to a harsh 
system of deprivation and violence. The US military substantially decreases the food rations 
to which these prisoners are entitled, thus starting a regime called, not without reason, of 
starvation and tough violence, consisting in night round-ups during which the Italian prisoners 
are beaten up and often massacred in their sleep (Tumiati 1985, 85-86). All of this aims at 
forcibly inducing these Italians to accept the cooperation with the Allies. For the latter, their 
ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÎÃÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÏÒ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÄÖantage, but it has a 
precious political value in terms of consensus, mainly. 

This type of violence (which coincides with the so-called coup, punch or beating), which may 
at first seem bland, is in fact defined by Raphaëlle Branche as the first step within torture 
methods. 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÎÏÎ-cooperating Italian prisoners in their memoirs: 

7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÄÄÅÎ ÉÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎÓ  ɍȣɎȢ 3ÕÄÄÅÎÌÙȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ Á ÒÏÁÒ ÏÆ ÖÁÎÓȟ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÒÏÏÐÓȭÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÓÔÅÐÓȟ ÓÃÒÅÁÍÓȟ ÓÈÏÕÔÉÎÇȟ while the lights in the turrets are 
rotating faster than usual.  

7Å ÈÅÁÒ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒÒÁÃË ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÏÕÒÓȡ ÃÕÄÇÅÌ ÓÔÒÏËÅÓȟ ÌÁÍÅÎÔÓȢ .Ï× ÉÔȭÓ ÏÕÒ 
turn. The door bangs open and on the threshold the gigantic silhouette of a soldier in battle 
gear appears, all the more black because the headlights of a jeep are projected on his back, 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÓÃÁÒÙ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓȢ  4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÒÏÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÄÇÅÌÓ ɍȣɎ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÇÏÎÅ ×Å ÒÕÓÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
wounded ones. Bruises, blood, numbness (Tumiati 1985, 85-86). 

This climate of intimidation, as well as the diet, consisting in one slice of bread and one eight 
of salted fish per day, begins in May 1944 and lasts until early 1946, the year of the 
repatriation. Despite the protests for the abuse in breach of the 1929 Convention, the 
ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒ ÁÔ (ÅÒÅÆÏÒÄ ÃÁÍÐȟ ÃÏÌÏÎÅÌ #ÁÒÌ×ÏÒÔÈȟ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÓȡ Ȭ7ÁÒ ÉÓ ×ÁÒȭ 4ÈÅ 'ÅÎÅÖÁ 
#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÅÖÁ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 53! ÈÅÒÅȢ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÙÏÕȭÄ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÅÌÌ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȣȭ ɉ-ÉÅÖÉÌÌÅ ρ948, 67). 

Beside forms of physical violence, there exist methods of psychological torture, like feigning 
the shooting of some prisoners, so as to induce the prisoners to desist from their resistance. 
The violence exerted on the prisoners, both as starvation and physical mistreatment, serves a 
precise purpose. It is violence with a political objective.  

The case of the German prisoners in American hand in the context of the end of the Second 
World War in Europe has got slightly different characteristics, which have the taste of genuine 
×ÁÒ ÒÅÖÅÎÇÅȟ ÌÉËÅ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÃÁÓÅ ɉÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÓ ÉÎ &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÈÁÎÄÓɊȢ 7ÅȭÒÅ 
at the beginning of 1944, when the US army starts penetrating the German territory and, as it 
gradually takes prisoners, it rounds them up in provisional camps, Rheinwiesenlager, on the 
left-hand side of the river Rhine. We are looking at a case which stands between the inability, 
on the one hand, to actually assist these prisoners and the unwillingness, on the other hand, 
to look after them. It is a type of neglectful and inhuman treatment which has got the intuitive 
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and logical connotations of war revenge. The Germans are kept outdoors behind barbed-wire 
fences, without shelter, unfed.  

,ÅÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÄ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ Á ÌÏÃÁl bishop to the Red Cross International 
Committee: 

!ÃÔ ÕÒÇÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȭ(ÅÌÐ ÕÓȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÁÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
ÄÅÁÔÈȭ ɉςσ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ρωτυȟ ÉÎ 'σȾςφÈȟ France- Allemagne 1945, Comité International de la Croix-
Rouge) 

Another testimony, gathered by the Deutsches Büro für Friedensfragen, reveals the clear intent 
of this maltreatment: 

In the spring of 1945,in Rheingönnheim, near Ludwigshafen, there was a large US 
ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÍÐ ɍȣɎȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÃÁÍÐ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÅÎÔÓȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
forced to dig up holes in the ground and use them as shelters.  The tents the prisoners still 
possessed were taken away from them. Their diet was bad (May 1945, in Z 35- 327, Deutsches 
Büro für Friedensfragen, Bundesarchiv Koblenz) 

And then: 

Inside the camp shots were fired by the guards, and not by accident, but on purpose (May 
1945, in Z 35- 327, Deutsches Büro für Friedensfragen, Bundesarchiv Koblenz) 

It is quite clear that if malnutrition can be attributed the lack of alimentary resources on the 
part of the US army in the context of 1945 Germany, taking forcibly the tents away from the 
ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÏÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐȭs control turrets is not to do with impossibility or 
neglect, but with sheer war revenge. The creation of such enclosures comes shortly after the 
anglo-american discovery of Nazi concentration camps, so we must validate, rightfully and 
based on the available sources, the hypothesis of sometimes subtle, other times explicit 
tortures against the German prisoners of the first phase, that is, those captured between the 
winter and the spring of 1945.  

If the violence inflicted on the Italian prisoners has a political objective, that is, harvesting as 
much consent as possible to the collaboration project, this is where the war retaliation phase 
begins. 

The aspect which must be pointed out in this case and in the next ones is that it is the subaltern, 
low ranks, the wardens, in this case of Polish nationality, who play the part of the torturers, 
under the complicit and absolving gaze of the high commands.   

The situation of the German prisoners in French hand between 1944 and 1948 is the second 
case and it is a clear example of explicit torture.  

Before analyzing the nature of such practices, it is fundamental to start by saying that, not by 
chance, the German soldiers preferred to be captured by the Anglo-Americans than by the 
French or the Russians, who were considered ɀ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ 
here ɀ inexorable jailers.  

Besides further reducing the food rations in the camps on the left-hand side of the Rhine, 
where the French army replaced the American one between the spring and the summer of 
1945 ɀ a fact that, because of the harshness of the conditions, attracted the attention of the 
ÐÒÅÓÓȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÏÆ Ȭ,Å &ÉÇÁÒÏȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈȟ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȟ ÔÁÌËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȬÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓȭ 
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×ÁÎÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÒÅÁÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ Ȭ,Å -ÏÎÄÅȭȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ an article like this: Un 
ÐÒÉÓÏÎÎÉÅÒȟ ÍṁÍÅ ÁÌÌÅÍÁÎÄȟ ÅÓÔ ÕÎ ṁÔÒÅ ÈÕÍÁÉÎ and adds: 

*ÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏÄÁÙ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ $ÁÃÈÁÕȟ ÉÎ ÔÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓȭÔÉÍÅ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÁÍÐÓ 
ÌÉËÅȣȢ ɉ3ÏÍÅÎÚÁÒÉ ςπρρȟ ωυɊ 

The French adopted real torture methods, like electrocution and branding. Dossier G 25/5, 
found in the archive of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva, reports some 
of these cases, that were quite common in the military prisons in Toulouse and Bordeaux in 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÄ Á ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈe Red Cross: 

  

During the visits to the military prisons in Toulouse and Bordeaux, Mr. Boissier was able to 
spend some time with many prisoners detained there, who made some complaints about the 
methods employed with them during the questioning. These prisoners claimed to have 
suffered very cruel corporal punishments: branding with fire-heated irons, electrocution of 
the genitals, punches (12 September 1946, in G25/5, France 1946, Comité International de la 
Croix-Rouge) 

We stand before, in part, those torture methods that the French will employ, without limits 
and hesitation, against the Algerian prisoners between 1954 and 1962, and that essentially 
amount to five: punching, hanging, drowning or waterboarding (also known as water 
torment), electrocution and rape (Branche 2001, 236). Of these five methods, used 
systematically during the Algerian war, three are applied against the Germans between the 
end of the Second World War and the early post-war period. A sense of impunity probably 
accompanies the spread of these forms of torture against the Germans; this is due to the fact 
that the condition of reciprocity has died out and to the breach of the Geneva Convention, a 
fact made possible by the signing of the unconditional surrender on the part of the German 
High Command. 

The War of 1st November: the last case 

4ÈÅ ÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ7ÁÒ ÏÆ ρst .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȱ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÏÏÄÉÅÓÔ ×ÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÃÏÌÏÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
World because it brought France to the loss of its sovereignty over a colony of great historical 
and strategic importance: Algeria. The conflict was marked by a guerrilla warfare and maquis 
fighting and led to serious political crises in France, including the fall of the Fourth Republic. 

During the war, France used torture methods. As Vidal Naquet reports: 

Arrested by the police, often tortured, judged by biased tribunals drenched in a racist spirit, 
after being sentenced they were put back in the hands of an administration which depended 
on the police itself.  Everything happened within a closed circuit, of which torture was an 
integral part (Vidal Naquet 1963, 28).  

In this war torture becomes a system, involving several levels of the state: the army, the police, 
the administration (Thénault 1998). As Vidal-Naquet points out, the judiciary is often an 
accomplice, too, as iÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÏ× ÖÅÒÙ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔ ÉÎÊÕÒÉÅÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÏ 
medical scrutiny (Vidal Naquet 1963, 31-32). 

But the element that places the Algerian war on a totally different level from previous conflicts 
is the public admission and tolerance of torture, represented by the Wuillaume report: it is the 
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political seal of this state of affairs. In this report, not only are the tortures practiced in Algeria 
on those who are suspected listed, tortures that are the prerogative of "every police", from the 
gendarmerie to the judicial police, through the information service, but these methods of 
torture are also authorized. How? Wuillaume1 ÐÕÔÓ ÉÔ ÏÎ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÓÕÃÈ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
use of the water tube and electricity, if used with caution, would produce a shock more 
psychological than physical, and therefore would be free from excessive cruelty" (Vidal Naquet 
1963, 32 ). Therefore, for the first time, a senior official, not belonging to the army or the police, 
proposes to legalize torture and to restore - as Vidal Naquet writes - what in the Middle Ages 
×ÁÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȬÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅȭȟ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ȬÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÉÔȭ ɉ6ÉÄÁÌ .ÁÑÕÅÔ 
1963, 33). It is a report that, due to its shocking conclusions, could not be accepted even by 
Jacques Soustelle, then General Governor of Algeria and a longstanding supporter of French 
colonialism. If at the state level torture still remained theoretically forbidden, it was accepted 
that the torturers would be covered by the superior authority. 

Another aspect that totally distinguishes the Algerian case from the previous ones, in the 
context of the end of the Second World War and soon thereafter, is that of the racial nature; 
Vidal-Naquet, referring to the various power organs of the state and in particular to the police, 
the prefects, the sub-prefects, the head of the administration, writes: 

Even though these gangs tore each other to pieces, they were then firmly united in imposing 
the racial supremacy of the European on the Muslim (Vidal Naquet 1963, 33). 

Here is the element that distinguishes this type of conflict from those previously illustrated 
and which forms the basis of this system of torture. 

Conclusions 

According to Raphaëlle Branche and her lucid definition, torture is 

ÁÎ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ×ÁÒ ɍȣɎ ÉÔ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁtely creates a radical inequality between the one who 
enjoys all the rights and the one who has none, since the latter is not recognized as equal, 
neither in the war context, nor on a human level. Torture amounts to the realization of a 
victory over the individual. (Branche 2001, 325) 

During the Algerian Revolution- much more than in the first two cases illustrated- the 
imbalance between those who possess every right and those who have none, is almost total; 
the situation is due to two facts: 

1. this colonial war (not of conquest but of maintenance) is equated with a civil war (Labanca 
2007) and during a civil war settling accounts is an internal affair to the state (torture itself is 
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÁÆÆÁÉÒȱɊȠ 

2. given the mixed nature of this conflict, for the French of the motherland also the element of 
nationality comes into play; in other words, both the pieds- noirs and the Algerians are not 
considered citizens of a state on a par with France, even if they themselves continue to repeat: 
Ìȭ!ÌÇïÒÉÅ ÅÓÔ ÌÁ &ÒÁÎÃÅ.  

 
1 In 1954 Roger Wuillaume, a government inspector, was sent to Algeria to investigate numerous 
reports of torture.  
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With regard to the Germans, torture is practised in a much more limited way because the 
French authorities know that they are dealing with the prisoners of a western state. 

Beyond the military contexts and motivations and contrary to UN sanctions, currently in the 
world there are more than one hundred states that resort to torture. According to Kerrigan, 

Of the 123 states which- according to the Association of Survivors of Torture- use torture, few 
or very few would be willing to admit this fact. (Kerrigan, 2001, 7) 
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Abstract  

The paper reports on a study conducted on incarcerated learners in a Gauteng 
correctional school. The study used the Ubuntu principle as a lens. Furthermore, it 
was embedded in an interpretive paradigm and a qualitative research method was 
used. Purposive sampling was used whereby a teacher, a counsellor and learners 
were sampled and all participated on a voluntary basis. Interviews were used for data 
collection and were approximately 30 to 45 minutes in duration. Data were analysed 
manually, and findings revealed that peer pressure, substance abuse and poor family 
background are challenges faced by juvenile offender learners. In addition, anger and 
hatred led juveniles to commit crime. They all regret of their actions and they need to 
be loved, valued and accepted by the community. Above all, juvenile offender learners 
want their parents to support them while in incarceration. Owing to a lack of parental 
support, juvenile offender learners express their emotions through fighting among 
themselves. The Ubuntu element shown by some of the visitors, pastors, teachers and 
correctional officials contributed positively to the behavioural change amongst 
juveniles. They hope the Department of Correctional Services will make spiritual 
sessions compulsory for all offenders, and religious education and cultural values 
should be included in their school curriculum to eliminate gangsterism in the 
correctional centre.  

Keywords:  Ubuntu, correctional school, juvenile offender, wellness 

 

In troduction  

The study was conducted to establish how the Ubuntu principle is infused in the school climate 
to promote the wellness of juvenile offender learners in a Gauteng correctional school. The 
present Correctional Service Act 8 of 1959 defines a juvenile as a person under the age of 21 
ÙÅÁÒÓ ɉ3!&,))ȟ ρωωσɊȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ȰÃÈÉÌÄȱ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ× 
been recognised as distinct from juvenile and children are those under the age of 18. In the 
new draft Correctional Service Act, the definition of child has been incorporated and the age 
limit of 18 is used.  

According to Gagnon (2014), the United States and the Republic of South Africa are first and 
second respectively in the world with the number of incarcerated youth. The majority of 
youths enter correctional centres with a broad range of intense educational, mental health, 
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medical and social needs. Moreover, large numbers of incarcerated juveniles are marginally 
literate or illiterate and have experienced school failure and retention (Centre on Crime, 
Communities and Culture, 1997). Quintessentially, these youths are also disproportionately 
male, poor, in the minority and have significant learning and/or behavioural problems that 
entitle them to special education and related services. Juvenile offender learners who 
struggled to develop a prison mask that is unrevealing and impenetrable at both an emotional 
and behavioural level risk alienating themselves. They may develop emotional flatness that 
becomes chronic and debilitating in social interactions and relationships, and find that they 
have created a permanent and unbridgeable distance between themselves and other people 
(Sapsford, 1978). Many for whom the mask becomes permanent and effective in prison cannot 
engage in open communication with others leading them to withdrawal from authentic social 
interactions altogether. The alienation and social distancing from others are a defence not only 
against exploitations, but also against the realisation that the lack of interpersonal control in 
the immediate prison environment makes emotional investments in relationships risky and 
unpredictable. 

The White Paper on Corrections Department of Correctional Services (2005) postulates that 
the purpose of the correctional system in South Africa is not designed to punish but to correct 
ÍÉÎÏÒÓȭ ÕÎÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÂÙ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
public first in promoting the social responsibility and enhancing human development in order 
to prevent re-offending and breaking the cycle of crime through rehabilitation (Balfour, 2005). 
All juveniles should benefit from arrangements designed to integrate them back into society, 
family life, education or employment after release. Significantly, the aim of this principle is to 
protect the rights of children as provided for in the institution. Therefore, in correcting a 
ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ 5ÂÕÎÔÕ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÉÓ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÙȭÓ ÁÉÍ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ 
Ubuntu principle is present or not in a correctional school and how it is used to break the cycle 
of crime by transforming the lives of inmates and promote their wellness. 

Theoretical Framework  

Ubuntu is one of the several African approaches to a comprehensive understanding of the 
process of cultivating cohesion and positive human interaction with one another and with 
creation in daily life (Manda, 2009). According to Nussbaum (2003:21), Ubuntu is the capacity 
in African culture to express compassion, reciprocity, dignity, harmony and humanity in the 
interests of building and maintaining communities. More importantly, Ubuntu calls on us to 
believe and feel that your pain is my pain, my wealth is your wealth, and your salvation is my 
salvation. Since Ubuntu is within the African philosophies, the researchers preferred it as a 
lens to respond to the problems and troubles of Africa rather than using Western philosophical 
ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓ ÕÓÅÄ .ÇĲÎÇă ×Á 4ÈÉÏÎÇȭÏȭÓ ɉρωωσɊ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ 
on decolonising the mind. Juveniles in Africa need to be corrected in an African way. The most 
important aspect of African philosophy is that, unlike Western philosophy which regards the 
individual as the centre of life, it does not put the community first. African philosophy 
emphasises the sense of communalism that we as human beings should have (Nussbaum, 
2003). African philosophy represents African views or philosophies that use distinct African 
philosophical methods. All people have a philosophy that guides the way they live, their 
perceptions of others, and the decisions and choices they make about every aspect of their 
lives; such a philosophy is a distinct set of beliefs and values with which such people identify 
ɉ,ÅÔÓÅËÁȟ ςπππȡρχωɊȢ 3ÔÅÖÅ "ÉËÏȭÓ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ ÏÆ ÂÌÁÃË ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÃÈÒÏÎÉÃÌÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÌÁÉÓÅ 
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that has remained an impediment to the desire of black men to achieve economic liberation 
and political independence (Umejei, 2011). Archbishop Desmond Tutu (2008) refers to a 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ ȰUbuntuȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÈÕÍÁÎȢ Ubuntu speaks particularly 
about the fact you cannot exist as a human being in isolation. 

Ubuntu from a religious dimension  

The Department of Spiritual Care of the Department for Correctional Services (2002:1) 
postulates that every offender has the constitutional right to freedom of religion, belief and 
opinion. Africans may belong to different societies, traditions and rituals but Ubuntu usually 
has a strong religious meaning in their life (Manda, 2009).  

According to Archbishop Desmond Tutu (2008), Ubuntu ÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
) ÂÅÌÏÎÇȱȢ )Ô ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÏÌÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȢ ! ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ Ubuntu is 
welcoming, hospitable, warm and generous, and willing to share. Juvenile offenders must not 
feel threatened that others are able and good, for they have a proper self-assurance that comes 
from knowing that they belong to a greater whole.  

When people in prison get involved in religious services and begin to lead a richer life along 
with their physical, emotional and intellectual life, then they have more inner resources 
available to them. Religious involvement can free up a part of who we are, and these inner 
resources can lead to a change in attitudes and behaviours. 

Ubuntu from a judicial angle  

!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ -ÏËÇÏÒÏ ɉρωωψȡυπɊȟ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÁÒÅ ȰÌÉËÅ Ô×Ï ÓÉÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÃÏÉÎȭȭ ÁÎÄ ȬȭÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ 5ÂÕÎÔÕ ÅÍÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÏÔÈȱȢ 3ÈÅ ÃÉÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÐÐÒÏÖal the statement in the 
ÐÒÅÁÍÂÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ÏÎ #ÉÖÉÌ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÈÕÍÁÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÄÅÒÉÖÅ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȱȢ 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ conventions, the South 
African Constitution and South African laws. In 1995, South Africa ratified the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which committed South Africa to implement a 
ȰÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ of children paramount throughout government 
ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÓȭ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÓÔÓ ÏÎ ÆÏÕÒ ÐÉÌÌÁÒÓȡ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÁÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 
ÒÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ !ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ςψ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ-
economic rights without any limitation, as well as protection from neglect, abuse and 
exploitation, and particular provisions for children in detention. Article 29 provides for the 
right to basic education. 

Ubuntu from a philosophical dimension  

African philosophy is a philosophy produced by African people ɀ a philosophy which presents 
African worldviews, or a philosophy that can be formally defined as critical thinking by 
Africans on their experiences of reality. Nigerian-born philosopher K.C. Anyanwu defines 
African philosophy as ȰÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÍÁËÅ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÙ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÉÖÅȱ ɉÉÎ *ÁÊÁ Ǫ 
Badey, 2012:95). Omoregbe (1998) broadly defines a philosopher as one who attempts to 
underÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÐÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÁȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ 
and the place of human beings in that world. 
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Generally speaking, Ubuntu ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÌÏÏÓÅÌÙ ÁÓ ȰÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
humble humanity seen or known for ÂÅÉÎÇ ÈÕÍÂÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÅÌÆÌÅÓÓȱȢ -ÏÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÔÈÁÎ 
not, people think of themselves far too frequently as just individuals living and acting 
separately from others and the universe, and this is not true, because we are intrinsically 
connected as people, and what you do affects others and the world including nature in many 
×ÁÙÓȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ "ÒÉÎÎ ɉςπρσɊȟ ȰUbuntuȱ is powerful thinking from the African languages, 
ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄÎÅÓÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ 5ÂÕÎÔÕ ÉÓ ȰÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅȱȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ 
oÆ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÏ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÁÒÅȱ ÉÓ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 
larger.  

Ubuntu is closely linked with wellness in the sense that it affects the well-being of an 
individual. Wellness has six dimensions such as intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual and 
career (Hettler, 1980), and in all these dimensions Ubuntu plays a significant role. Therefore, 
in this study as researchers explored the role of Ubuntu in a correctional school, it also touched 
on the wellness of juvenile offender learners. The research question for the study was: How 
can juvenile offender learners be supported through the principle of Ubuntu with regard to 
their wellness? 

Methods  

The study was embedded in the interpretivist paradigm since the researchers believes that 
ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄȠ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ 
adopt an inter-subjective epistemology and the ontological belief that reality is socially 
constructed. Reeves and Hedberg (2003:32) nÏÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÉÖÉÓÔȱ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÇÍ ÓÔÒÅÓÓÅÓ 
the need to put analysis in context.  

! ÑÕÁÌÉÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÔÈÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
research participants (Flick, 2009:24), and it is also useful for describing a situation and 
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  

Participants:  Eleven participants were sampled as follows: Eight juvenile offender learners 
of school-going ages, a teacher and a counsellor. In order to be consistent with all participants, 
the researchers interviewed and audio-recorded each juvenile using both closed- and open-
ended questions. As the interview progresses, an opportunity was given to the juveniles to 
elaborate or provide more relevant information if they opted to do so. 

Data analysis:  The researchers transcribed and analysed the interviews while they were still 
fresh in their minds (Greeff, Vanteenwegen & Gilliard, 2012). Data collected from interviews 
were organised, transcribed, coded and analysed using thematic content analysis, noting 
patterns and regularities (Cohen et al., 2007). The analysed data was presented in the form of 
the following themes:  

Lack of Ubuntu in families caused juveniles to commit crime 

Ubuntu shown by the Department of Correctional Services as part of a rehabilitation process 
ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓȭ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ  

Ubuntu from pastors to improve juvenile spiritual wellness 

Theme 1: Lack of Ubuntu in families caused juveniles to commit crime 
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Family situations vary and some are a cause of juvenile delinquency, which lead to 
incarceration. However, in most instances, the children turn to external factors as a result of 
trying to overcome their internal problems, such as poor family background, broken families, 
domestic violence, immaturity, disobedience of parents, ignorance, bad company and 
substance abuse as a result of peer pressure. These are the core influential factors of juvenile 
ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȭ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ 

Family plays a major role in eveÒÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÕÐÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÈÙ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ Á 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ 
before addressing their behaviour for successful and productive intervention (Wring & Liddle, 
2014:6). FiÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ 5ÂÕÎÔÕ ÉÎ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÒÕÉÎÅÄ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓȭ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓȠ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
findings are similar to a study by MacArthur (2016), which points out that lack of family 
structure, connectedness, love and support are associated with juvenile criminal activity. Most 
of the juvenile offender learners are coming from dysfunctional families whereby a habit of 
domestic violence is being practised because of alcohol abuse. They then join street gangs, 
steal and gamble to earn more money for survival. The role of the Department of Correctional 
Services is to practise and promote the goodwill and sincere interaction between the offenders 
and their families through rehabilitation (White Paper on Corrections in South Africa, 
Department of Correctional Services, 2005).  

Theme 2: Ubuntu offered by the Department of Correctional Services as part of a 
ÒÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅÓȭ ×ÅÌÌÎÅÓÓ  

Findings of the study revealed that emotional rehabilitation helps juvenile offender learners 
manage and direct their anger in a healthy way to restore a quality life. Correctional officers 
try to intervene where the family could not instil Ubuntu in children. Professionals working 
with juvenile offender learners have a natural inclination to help others who are going through 
a tough time. However, it is beneficial for them to learn effective techniques that they can use 
when offering emotional support for them. According Martin, Volkmar and Lewis (2007), 
juveniles as adolescents are experiencing brain changes causing them to experience different 
emotions, such as mood swings, uncooperative and irresponsible attitudes, and sometimes 
they cannot even explain why they feel the way they do.  

Many juveniles are traumatised by multiple events, like child abuse, that cause a negative 
emotional impact, which in turn has a profound effect on individual development during 
childhood, adolescence and into adulthood. These effects can blunt emotional development, 
level of self-esteem and socialisation on how they form relationships with other people 
(National Health Scotland, 2017). 

Findings revealed that rehabilitation helps juvenile offender learners to discover themselves, 
their feelings of anger, harmful behaviour, and how to handle anger without hurting other 
people or themselves. Accordingly, offenders are privileged in having a professional who 
facilitates the emotional therapy in their life space to guide and support them to overcome 
their emotional trauma, and who teaches them to improve their ability to function 
productively in their communities. 

If juvenile offender learners are healed emotionally, they will be in a better position to 
acknowledge their mistakes, develop the spirit of humanity, apologise for their actions and 
learn to forgive those who wrong them. They are taught on how to be in a world that embraces 
them within a joyful abundant resilience. Embracing does not dissolve hardship, but models 
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for young people that hardship is weathered through standing together in dignified resilience. 
The main idea is to support them by building up the spirit of Ubuntu that is related to human 
happiness and wellbeing. The African values of forgiveness, harmony, healing, belonging, 
relatedness, Ubuntu and participation are being captured in the behaviour management 
practices in child and youth care work and the spirit of working with troubled young and their 
families. 

Theme 3: Ubuntu from pastors to improve juvenile spiritual wellness  

Researchers found that juveniles have confessed their wrongdoing, repented and placed their 
faith in God believing that He has the power of everything they need. Serving long sentences 
in a correctional centre gives juvenile offender learners rich opportunities for spiritual growth 
along with challenges to its expression and development. 

Spiritual leaders from different faith organisations visit the correctional centre twice a week, 
though offenders are attending for different reasons, and some do not believe in God. There 
are those who are interested, but because of insecurity and a poor self-esteem, they resist 
attending simply because they want to please their friends as most of them belong to certain 
gangs in the centre. Nevertheless, those individuals who are engaging themselves on a 
spiritual path seem to be brave and matured enough to stand for themselves without feeling 
threatened by those who do not want to attend. The group that participates is very committed 
and even requested for an increase in spiritual meetings or contact days, as they feel that once 
or twice a week is not enough for their development progress. The spiritual programme helps 
the juvenile offender learners to overcome their sinful thoughts and actions. 

Juveniles attending faith-based meetings in the correctional centre get an opportunity to talk 
about their spiritual concerns as well as their psychological and emotional needs, which can 
be helpful if they are trying to forgive themselves or seeking forgiveness from God for what 
they did in the past. Faith-based teachings have spiritual principles and view a personal 
relationship with God as an important aspect of healing. Therefore, spiritual rehabilitation 
programmes help juvenile offender learners feel supported as they seek emotional healing 
(Fletcher & Batty, 2012). 

The transformation taught them more in a sense of how to interact with one another, and their 
relationship has improved to an extent that they are able to learn and benefit from one another 
and treating each other like brothers showing Ubuntu. They are able to practise and promote 
the spirit of Ubuntu among themselves, reinforcing their respect for human rights of others.  

Juvenile offender learners support each other in exploring their spiritual journey and need to 
be guided by spiritual leaders. They are trying to fulfil their need in a spiritual way to avoid 
pain while incarcerated. Accordingly, attending spiritual activities has put juvenile offender 
learners in a better position to understand that as humans, they need spiritual resources to 
help them heal the painful wounds of grief, guilt, unforgiveness and shame. They have 
experienced the transformation of salvation by attending spiritual counselling sessions in the 
correctional centre. Juveniles in the past before they start attending spiritual sessions used to 
think about themselves far too frequently as just individuals, separated from one another. 
However, with the guidance and support of spiritual leaders, they discover their own human 
qualities and acknowledge that a person is a person through other persons in life (Manda, 
2009). Juvenile offender learners become aware that as human beings, they are connected and 
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what they do affects the whole world, and that has helped them to know that if they do well, it 
will spread out to the whole of humanity.  

Their wish is for the Department of Correctional Services to extend their invitation to all the 
churches so that they are all represented. Juvenile offender learners are of the opinion that if 
all churches are represented, they would not have a problem of shortages or not enough 
priests visiting the centre; instead, priests will come in large numbers and even the days will 
increase as some will be coming during the week, and not only weekends. In that case, all the 
individuals will get an opportunity to have a one-on-one conversation with a spiritual leader 
for clarity of some of the things they struggle with, not forgetting the confession of sins to be 
forgiven. 

Recommendations  

The study recommends the following:  

Parents should teach children Ubuntu from an early age to live a life which is healthy, and 
knowing to respect others and their possessions. 

A functional networking team of teachers, priests, social workers, counsellors and 
psychologists has to be established and a system has to be introduced where monthly 
meetings are held for feedback of juveniÌÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒÓȭ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ɉÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌȟ 
physical and educational). 

Bully awareness workshop should be practically implemented at the juvenile school whereby 
the inmates could be actively involved in the programmes to eliminate gangsterism that is 
hampering the Ubuntu element.  

Spiritual and traditional leaders promoting African values should network with correctional 
centres.  

Conclusion  

Using a lens of Ubuntu from an African perspective, the researchers are able to elucidate the 
causes of juvenile delinquency and incarceration, and how Ubuntu can be used as a 
rehabilitation element in curbing recidivism. It was clear in the study that from a home 
background, Ubuntu plays an important role in the life of a child.  

The importance of interconnectedness of people highlighting the idea that an individual does 
not live in isolation; one learns and benefit from others, and one should in turn contribute to 
the lives and wellbeing of others. A person who is emotionally well equipped is able to 
acknowledge and share feelings with the ability to motivate oneself and others. More 
importantly, supporting juvenile offender learners emotionally and spiritually through 
rehabilitation will enable them to restore their reputation as a person; to be useful, and to 
make a positive and responsible contribution in society. In working together as a society and 
networking with correctional centres, Ubuntu may be maximised.  
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Abstract  

Background: A number of reasons are expressed about the importance of foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in developing countries. FDI increases the investment capital 
in the host country and transferring of new technologies, conducts the distribution 
and enlarges the economic productivity, improves the level of competitiveness and 
exports, develops new markets, etc. Objectives: In this research, the main objective is 
the economic growth (GDP) analysis in Albania affected by FDI flows and the other 
fundamental macroeconomic factors of growth/productivity. Methods/Approach: The 
data in this analysis are time series with quarterly frequencies from 1997 to 2018. 
The econometric model estimation is multifactor regression of the expanded Solow's 
model. Statistical approach base on logarithm and first-order stationarity. Results: 
Economic growth is a simultaneous phenomenon of FDI, domestic investment, the 
scale of economic openness (focusing on exports), the aggregate average salary, and 
the efficient use of public debt, especially external debt. Conclusions: FDI flows are the 
main factor in total economic productivity, and have a larger contribution to the gross 
domestic product than domestic investment, per unit invested capital, in Albania.  

Keywords:  &$) ÆÌÏ×Óȟ 3ÏÌÏ×ȭÓ model, economic growth 

 

Introduction  

Many economic theories have noticed different ways of how FDI inflows might give benefits 
to the host country. Even though these parts of economic theories and economic thoughts 
were real and proved by economical practice in different countries, the other part of the 
theories are not estimated due to the point of economic views and concepts related to states, 
regions, or the international economy. In the research field worldwide, academics and 
institutions during the last two or three decades, the focus of their findings was about FDI and 
portfolios of these investments. If we wander to express the chronology of investment analysis 
and development, we notice three phases: (1) the linkage of economic theories and FDI; (2) 
the concept of doing business abroad except the origin country; and (3) the analysis of factors 
and effects with regard to FDI inflows. The first two phases involve the time horizon from the 
60s to the 80s, while the third phase started in the 90s and continuous until nowadays. 

These last years in Albania's economy, FDIs weight an account for nearly 10% of gross 
domestic products. According to Albanian's economic institutions are noticed many good 
effects such as increasing of the investment capital in the host country; transferring of new 
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and novel technologies also and skills and knowledges about them like labor specializing; the 
distribution and growth of the economic productivity; improvement of the competitiveness 
level and exports; development of the new domestic markets; etc. On the other hand, the most 
important and crucial economic issue is the fact that FDI does not affect the level of public debt 
or does not create accrual debt in the economy. FDI inflows are like a tool with high efficacity 
for financing the trade deficit and national current accounts of the host country, especially 
when exists a large gap of trade deficit and many times with big problems. 

These last years is developed a new theoretical approach to the negative effect of FDIs in the 
weak economy (host country with a smaller economy and trade positions). This phenomenon 
has caused many problems in developing economy with tight transactions in the international 
trades, because of big foreign investors have abused with dominant trade positions in the host 
country. In this case, it is worth mentioning the acquisition of concessions by these investors 
and that the government of the host country uses these investors as a major achievement in 
its policy agenda. Furthermore, these foreign investors blessed by the host country 
government, sometimes in an aggressive way use price transferring for the only reason to 
minimize fiscal payments. 

The aim of this study is to analyze the FDI inflows in Albania as a very important investment 
in this economy, but these flows during last years have had up and down with high volatility. 
In order to identify the existence of sustainability of FDI or not, Figure 1 shows the intensity 
of FDI inflows by economic sectors (time series data 2016-2019 with average quarterly 
frequency). 

Figure 1. Intensity of FDI by Sectors (average 2016 ɀ 2019) 

 

Source: !ÕÔÈÏÒÓȭ ÃÈÁÒÔ ÉÎ %ØÃÅÌȢ $ÁÔÁ ÆÒÏÍ "ÁÎË ÏÆ !ÌÂÁÎÉÁȢ 
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Figure 1 shows the volatility of FDI inflows and the marginal effect with high volatility, 
meanwhile, the intensity of inflows is declining or is taking a negative level in both economic 
sectors. In recent years, the analysis revealed that Albania as a host country is getting worse 
and worse especially in some sectors for attracting foreign investors. 

Base on all over as mentioned above, this research will develop the effect of FDI inflows in the 
Albanian economic growth. The proceeding data are time series of macroeconomic indicators 
from 1997 to 2018 (with quarterly frequency). It will be used the autoregressive model to get 
the best findings. In this study will be analyzed the elasticity of GDP related to FDI and other 
macroeconomic factors as the average salary, the economic openness, external public debt, 
domestic investment, remittances, and interest rate of the loan, etc. We highlight the fact that 
not considering the effect of covid-19 pandemic and FDIs into Albanian economic growth. 

Literature Review: FDI and its effect on economic growth (GDP) 

A number of economic model and theories were approached by the economic researchers and 
the economic theorists, for explaining the main factors which achieve to increase economic 
growth and to identify the big differences of economic growth rates between different country 
incomes. To be more meaningful, it is needed to analyze these theories in two time-phases: 

First phase: Neoclassical growth theory (1960-1990). This theory explains economic growth 
like e mathematical function of "labor", "capital", and "technology". The first model for this 
kind of evaluation was invented by Robert Solow (1957), who was a Nobel Prize winner. This 
macroeconomic model is valuable for discrete and continuous data, but the most using model 
is the discrete data version model. Lately, Solow's model is mentioned with the name 
"exogenous growth" due to not analyzing internal correlations between production factors. 
According to exogenous growth theory, the model must consider the other factors as 
economies of scale, income growth, technological changes in the production process, etc. 

Second phase: Modern economic growth theory (after the 90s). The variable "labor" in Solow's 
model shows the "labor force" related to only the basic capabilities of employees.  The simplest 
way for taking into consideration the effect of human capital in economic growth in Solow's 
model is the involvement of this factor as a production factor. Many years later from the 
invention of Solow's model, the researchers Romer (1990), Mankiw, Romer, and Weil (1992), 
enhanced and enlarged the concept of growth theory by giving a modern usage with a new 
variable "foreign direct investment". Furthermore, these researchers declared that 
technological progress is the main force that affects economic growth in a country. According 
to their studies, FDIs are an account of capital invested in the host country, as well as major 
contributors to the import of new and advanced technologies in these countries. Also, exist 
many studies in favor of FDI and correlation with economic growth for host countries by 
estimating other extra factors which are derivated: the rise of human capital skills, the 
improvement of market competitiveness, etc. (Dunning, 1993; Borensztein et al, 1998; and De 
Mello, 1999; Blomstrom, Globerman, and Kokko, 2000). 

Keller and Yeaple (2003) found out that existed a positive correlation with statistical 
significance between FDI and GDP of host countries. As a matter of fact, the main conclusion is 
a strong and positive correlation with statistical significance between FDI and economic 
sectors with more new technology in use. Taking this fact into account, as a consequence, FDI 
has a positive impact on growth productivities. In the same conclusion are and researchers 
Griffith, Redding, and Simpson (2003) who analyzed the growth dynamics of productivity in 
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the United Kingdom for years 1980 - 1992 (analyzing the growth dynamics of productivity for 
international corporates). In addition to this, they concentrated on two mechanisms about 
how FDI inflows could affect the host country: (1) the level of economic growth; (2) the scale 
of domestic productivity. 

The positive correlation with statistical significance between FDI and GDP of host countries 
exist in many studies, but with more impact in the government policies are: 

according to the study of Nair-Reichert and Weinhold (2001), the average value of FDI has a 
positive correlation with GDP with data from 24 developed countries; 

also, Choe (2003) in his study found out that FDIs have causality effect (with statistical 
significance) in the economic growth for 80 host countries (developed and developing 
economies); 

the same conclusion is Solomon (2011) who analyzed 111 host countries (developed and 
developing economies); 

when the host country is a small economy, like Albania, or Western Balkan states, FDI inflows 
are the major potential of economic growth (Lleshaj and Korbi, 2019). However, according to 
*ÕÒéÉçȟ &ÒÁÎÃȟ ÁÎÄ "ÁÒÉĤÉç ɉςπςπɊ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ 
determining FDI inflow per capita in Croatia 

On the other hand, we can mention case studies that conclude the negative correlation 
between FDI with economic growth. For instance, researchers Aitken and Harrison (1999) 
found out this conclusion for the economy of Venezuela state. However, Hanson (2001), 
developed a research based on three case studies in different countries, and his conclusion 
was in favor of the weak or not statistical significance between FDI and GDP. 

Methodology: The extended Solow's model and FDIs 

The simplest function of macroeconomic growth by Solow's model is the output function Y = 
f(K, L), with K is denoted the capital in the economy, and L is denoted the labor force. This 
model assumes that the output function represents constant scale income. The basic Solow's 
model shows that capital accumulation cannot explain the increase in economic sustainability, 
because high savings rates in the economy lead to temporarily high economic growth, as well 
as, the economy is being approached the case in which capital and output are constant. This 
model after 1990 was expanded by including into the production function an endogenous 
variable which is technological progress that over time expands the productive capacities of 
the economy. In the modern concept, Solow's extended model includes endogenous effects, 
because of endÏÇÅÎÏÕÓȱ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÍÏÄÅÌÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÆ &$) 
ÏÎ Á ÈÏÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÂÂ-Douglas function, it follows the 
extended Solow's model which has the following equation: 

log(GDPtɊ Є ɼ0 Ͻ ɼ1log(FDI tɊ Ͻ ɼ2log(DI tɊ Ͻ ɼ3log(AStɊ Ͻ ɼ4log(IRL tɊ Ͻ ɼ5log(EOt) + 
ɼ6log(RPDtɊ Ͻ ɼ7log(RtɊ Ͻ ʀt 

7ÈÅÒÅ ɼ1ȟ ɼ2ȟ ȢȢȢȟ ɼ7 are respectively the elasticity of the dependent variable with respect to the 
independent variables and t  is the time dimension of the series t = 1, 2, ..., T and t is the term 
of the model error . The description of the variable is in Table 1. Also, to evaluate the 
ÐÁÒÁÍÅÔÅÒÓ ɼi of the model will be used the ordinary least squares method (Gujarat and Porter 
2009). In order to these estimations to offer conclusions with high statistical reliability (the 
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best statistical confidence), the model will be tested for all the main assumptions of the Gauss-
-ÁÒËÏÖ 4ÈÅÏÒÅÍȡ ɉρɊ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÅÁÒÉÔÙ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÍÅÔÅÒÓ ɼi; (2) the 
mathematical expectation of the residuals is E(t) = 0; (3) the residual variance t is constant, 
V( t) = E( t2) = constant; and (4) the covariance Cov(i; j) = 0 and Cov(xi; xj) = 0 for each É Ѕ Ê, 
for every independent variables xi. 

Table 1. Description of Macroeconomic Variables, Time Series and Data Source. 

Variables Description Data source 

Dependent variable:  
GDP Gross Domestic Product (unit of measurement in ALL, at current 

prices). 
INSTAT (statistical database) 

Independent variables:  

FDI 
Foreign Direct Investment inflows (unit of measurement in dollars, 
at current prices, converted into ALL). 

Bank of Albania 
(www.bankofalbania.org) 

AS 
Average salary in the economy, or labor cost (unit of measurement 
in ALL). 

INSTAT (statistical database) 

EO 
Economic openness, or the size of foreign trade in relation to GDP. 
Economic openness = (import + export)/GDP, (unit of 
measurement in %). 

INSTAT (statistical database) 
Ministry of Finance 
(www.financa.gov.al) 

EPD External public debt (unit of measurement in ALL). 
Ministry of Finance 
(www.financa.gov.al) 

DI Domestic investment (unit of measurement in ALL). INSTAT (statistical database) 

R Remittance flows in the economy (unit of measurement in ALL). 
Bank of Albania 
(www.bankofalbania.org) 

IRL 
Interest rate on loans of businesses in the economy (with a 
term of 12 months, unit of measure in %). 

Bank of Albania 
(www.bankofalbania.org) 

Source: Variables selected by the authors. 

In all regression models with time series data, they must take into account their stationarity. 
Estimating the stationarity of time series (i.e. the time series of values that has stochastic 
behavior) the two most commonly used tests are: the Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) test 
(Dickey, et al., 1979) and the Phillips-Perron test (PP) (Phillips and Perron, 1988). A time 
series variable is stationary (i.e. stable) if its mean and variance are constant over time and 
the covariance between the two values depends only on the length of the time period that 
separates them and not on the time moments when they occur. Only after a time series is 
stationary is it accepted as a dependent or independent variable in a regression model (Hill, 
Griffiths, & Lim., 2010). According to ADF test, we test whether a time series of data is 
influenced by its initial value, by the trend of time or by both simultaneously. The conversion 
of a time series to stationary the method is realized with differences that are also tested. The 
basic equation of the ADF test with respect to constant and trend is: 

Ўὢ ‗ ‗ὸ ‗ὢ Ўὢ ‐ 

Where the time series Xt (the variable taken in the study) in the form of the first difference 
ɉÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÏÒÄÅÒɊ ÉÓ ɝ8t = Xt ɀ Xt-1 in the period tȠ ʇ0 is the constant of the terms; t is 
the time trend; and k is the number of parameters being evaluated. Based on the above 
equation, is tested the null hypothesis: H0ȡ ʇ2 = 0 (the series has a unitary root i.e. it is not 
stationary). Accepting or not of null hypothesis will be measured with the probability of 
statistical significance p < 0.05, according to the maximization of the greatest probability of 
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occurrence (AIC). Also with the same statistical importance will be tested the return of a series 
by means of differences in stationary. 

Empirical analysis and findings: Estimation of the Growth Model 

According to the empirical analysis for the extended Solow's model in Albania, we identify the 
relationship of the dependent variable gross domestic product (GDP) with the independent 
variables shown in the table 2. 

Table 2. Parametric Estimations of the Economic Growth Model in Albania. 

Dependent variable: ȹlog(GDPt) Coefficient or model parameters Probability of statistical significance 

Constant + 0.0202 0.0001 
Independent variables:  
ȹlog(FDIt) + 0.0506 0.0004* 
ȹlog(ASt) + 0.4354 0.0109* 
ȹ2log(DIt) + 0.0855 0.0000* 
ȹlog(IRLt) + 0.3469 0.0674** 
ȹlog(EPDt) - 0.2291 0.0003* 
ȹlog(Rt) + 0.0334 0.1354 
ȹlog(EOt) - 0.2472 0.0000* 
AR(1) - 0.2653 0.0059* 
Adjusted R2 0.6042 --- 
F-statistic 16.2631 0.0000* 
Wald F-statistic 11.5193 0.0000* 
Durbin-Watson stat 2.1390 --- 

Note: AR(1) is the first lag of the residual (error term of the model) for eliminating 
autocorrelation. Also, is noted: *) for statistical significance level of p < 5% and **) for 
statistical significance level of 5% < p < 10%. 

Source: Data proceeding in Eviews 11 by authors. 

At first, through the ADF-test, time series were transformed into stationary (all series are first-
order stationary except variable ID which is second-order stationary, appendix), and then 
these stationary series were used for parametric estimating of the economic growth model in 
Albania as following: 

ɝÌÏÇɉ'$0Ɋt Є τȢτφτφ Ͻ τȢτωτϊɕɝÌÏÇɉ&$)Ɋt Ͻ τȢψχωψɕɝÌÏÇɉ!3Ɋt Ͻ  τȢτόωωɕɝ2log(DI) t + 
τȢχψϊύɕɝÌÏÇɉ)2,Ɋt - τȢφφύυɕɝÌÏÇɉ%0$Ɋt Ͻ τȢτχχψɕɝÌÏÇɉ2Ɋt - τȢφψϋφɕɝÌÏÇɉ%/Ɋt - 0.2653*ᾦt -1 
+ ᾦt 

According to the Fisher test, the model is statistically significant with significance level p < 1%. 
The model also has a satisfying determinant coefficient referring to real economies, with an 
adjusted value R2 = 60.4%. 

Table 3. Analysis of the Residual (Economic Growth Model). 

The test Description Test result 

Model function: Ramsey 
RESET-test 

This test estimates if the model function is 
appropriate or not. 
Null hypothesis: ñthe function of the model 
is logarithmicò 

According to the Ramsey RESET test, the form of the 
model function is logarithmic (with statistical 
significance level p < 1%). 

Multicollinearity: VIF-test 
(Variance Inflation 
Factors) 

This test estimates if the independent 
variables are correlated with residual or 
error of model, ὑt. 
Null hypothesis: model does not have 
multicollinearity  

According to the VIF test all independent variables are 
less than 10 d.m.th our model does not have 
multicollinearity. (this is explained by the use of time 
series differences to convert them to stationary). 
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Autocorrelation: LM-test 
(Breusch-Godfrey) 

This test estimates if the residual of the 
model, ὑt, has or not serial correlation. 
Null hypothesis: model does not have 
autocorrelation 

Doing the autocorrelation test with two-time delays 
(suggested by the test itself), it figures out that our 
model has waste autocorrelation. Ky autokorrelacion 
mund të rregullohet duke identifikuar korrelacionin e 
mbetjes witht me ὑt-1, d.m.th. me AR(1). 

Heteroskedasticity: 
Breusch-Pagan-Godfrey 
and Wald F-statistic 

This test estimates if the residual of the 
model, ὑt, has or not constant variance. 
Null hypothesis: model does not have 
heteroskedasticity 

According to the test null hypothesis is rejected, so the 
model has heteroskedasticity. Eliminating this 
phenomenon is done by adjusting the standard 
deviation of the residual. 

Normality of the residual 
distribution ὑt: Jarque-
Bera-test 

This test estimates if the residual of the 
model, ὑt, has or not normality distribution. 
Null hypothesis: the residual of the model 
has normality distribution. 

According to the test null hypothesis is rejected. 
Albanian's economy analyzing by the variables 
mentioned in the model, has a problem with normality 
distribution of residual, this means that model is usable 
and valuable to forecast data up to mid-term. 

Source: The table summarizes the tests once they were proceeded EViews 11 by the authors. 
Note: AR(1) is the first lag of the residual (error term of the model) for eliminating 
autocorrelation. 

This economic growth model has successfully passed all the criteria of creating efficient 
models according to the main assumptions of the Gauss-Markov theorem (table 3), so the 
model is statistically useful to explain the direction and strength correlation of the variables. 
Also, it has parameters and direction of correlation in relation to macroeconomic theories, as 
written in the empirical literature. This situation expresses that in general Albania's economy 
and its macroeconomic indicators have a trend like economies around the world, which shows 
the positive effect of FDI in the host country. 

Further analyzing the model and its parameters, we have used t-test which estimates 
statistically significant positive correlations (with significance p < 5%) between gross 
domestic product and variables: foreign direct investment; the value of the average salary; and 
domestic investment in the economy; as well as a weak positive correlation with statistical 
significance (with significance p < 10%) with the aggregate interest rate on loans of businesses 
in the economy. Whereas, gross domestic product in Albania has a negative correlation with 
statistical significance (with significance p < 5%) with the value of external public debt and 
the scale of economic openness. In addition to the findings of the econometric testing, the 
model does not have a statistically significant correlation between gross domestic product and 
the level of remittances. Also, the constant of the model is a statistic significant parameter 
(with significance p < 5%) which expresses the contribution of the technological progress level 
in Albania's economy. As we see the technological progress is a component of the production 
function that has always been affected by a very little positive impact on GDP growth, only 
average 2% of economic growth is caused by technological progress. In the following, we will 
analyze the contribution of each variable to GDP growth in Albania according to the extended 
Solow's model. 

Capital Investment. The model estimates the fact that if foreign direct investment (FDI) will 
increase with 1% (under constant conditions of other variables) then GDP growth will 
increase by 0.05%. While, if domestic investment (DI) will increase with 1% then GDP growth 
will increase by 0.09%. There are two main economic reasons for this change: Firstly, the 
domestic investment (private and public) from 1993 to 2007 had had an average weight of 
capital or multiplicator about 11 times higher than FDI whereas from 2008-2018 it had an 
average weight of capital about 5 times higher than the FDI. In recent years, exist a decrease 
in the multiplicator of domestic investment and negative marginal investment higher than 
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increasing FDI. As a result, for the same unit of capital invested, FDI has been more profitable 
for the Albanian economy than domestic investment. This conclusion proves one of the main 
hypotheses of this study: "Foreign direct investments are a major factor in total productivity in 
the economy, and has a greater contribution to the gross domestic product than domestic 
investment, per unit of invested capital." Secondly, FDIs in Albania have a positive impact on 
the level of employment, i.e. the number of employees (especially in the tailoring enterprises), 
having an "endogenous" impact on employment growth. As a result of the high informality of 
the Albanian employment market, measuring the "endogenous" effect of FDI on the number of 
employees and the unemployment rate has a high error (this is the reason why this effect was 
not measured by the model). 

Average salary (AS). According to the model, if the aggregate average salary will increase by 
1% (under constant conditions of other variables) then GDP growth will increase by 0.44%. 
The average salary tends to increase in the economy the level of disposable income and 
causing an increase of population well-being as well as increasing the level of total 
productivity in the economy. In the Albanian economy, the variable average salary has an 
important impact (i.e. GDP growth has a higher elasticity with the average salary level than 
any other variable in the model). So, one of the government policies with a focus on economic 
growth should use the average salary as an effective mechanism. 

Interest rate on loans (IRL). According to the model, if the interest rate on loans of businesses 
in the economy will increase by 1% (under constant conditions of other variables) then GDP 
growth will increase by 0.35%, although the correlation is weak. Lending has two destinations, 
consumption and investment. These also constitute some of the components of GDP 
calculation. But with a glance seems contradictory the positive link between the aggregate 
interest rate on loans and GDP. In this case, the deregulation of the credit market in the 
Albanian economy and the relationship with the cost of credit, basically should be seen 
through the monetary policies of the Bank of Albania. Bank of Albania from 1991/2 to 2000 
has used direct monetary policy instruments by setting credit (rate) ceilings, then from 2001 
to 2018 it has used indirect monetary policy instruments using the basic interest rates by 
decision of the Supervisory Council of Bank of Albania. Throughout the history of the Albanian 
banking system, privatization starting from 2003 to 2005, and the birth of many other 
commercial banks (with foreign capital), lending was directly influenced by commercial banks 
themselves. One of the main goals of the money supply and related to monetary policies has 
been the price stability or the inflation stability on the scale of 2-4% and especially in recent 
years 2-3%. This also shows the positive and statistically significant correlation of the lending 
interest rate with GDP. 

External public debt (EPD). According to the model, if the external public debt will increase by 
1% (under constant conditions of other variables) then GDP growth will decrease by 0.23%. 
According to publications of the Ministry of Finance, this external debt has been taken for the 
most part by the IMF and the World Bank. Funds provided by the World Bank have often been 
socially aimed at reducing poverty in the country. Another reason for the negative correlation 
of public external debt with GDP is the impact of the exchange rate, the devaluation of the ALL 
against the Euro and the USD has cost the public budget by increasing the cost of these debts. 

Economic openness (EO). The model estimates the fact that if economic openness will increase 
with 1% (under constant conditions of other variables) then GDP growth will increase by 
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0.25%. External trade relations are not contributing positively to economic growth. This is 
explained by the dominance of imports compared to exports, for all the time taken in the study. 

Remittance (R). The economic growth model for Albania expresses a positive correlation of 
remittances flows in the economy with GDP but not statistically significant. The value of 
remittances has a breaking point in the third quarter of 2007. From 1993 to the third quarter 
of 2007 there is a positive impact of remittances on GDP, with weak statistical significance 
(with p < 10%). While, after the third quarter of 2007, remittances are statistically 
insignificant to affect GDP growth. Calculating the value of remittances for many years has had 
high economic informality (in transition years). A significant proportion of remittances are 
made in cash from the physical movements of the migrants themselves. Last years, the 
importance of remittances in Albania's GDP has decreased, especially this is reflected in the 
devaluation of the ALL currency against the Euro and USD, coming as a continuous 
phenomenon of the effect of the global financial crisis 2008 and the real economic crisis that 
followed in the European Union (Greece and Italy are the most part of the Albanian emigrants), 
as well as by the increase in the emigration rate of Albanian families in different countries of 
the world. 

Conclusion  

In the first half of the last decade, the rate of change of foreign direct investments in Albania is 
high, while the intensity is decreasing or becoming negative in some economic sectors, making 
the host country a less attractive place for foreign investors from many origin countries. 
According to extended Solow's model, this study identified statistically significant findings as 
following:  

FDIs are an important factor of economic growth for Albania and for the same value of invested 
capital, economic growth has a higher scale of elasticity related to FDIs than domestic 
investments. 

According to extended Solow's growth model, during the period 1997-2018, the rate of 
technological progress (the constant of the model) has given a contribution of 2% of GDP 
growth. This is another reason for attracting FDI and to increase the rate of technological 
progress in the Albanian economy. 

Economic growth in Albania is a simultaneous phenomenon of FDI, domestic investment, the 
scale of economic openness (focusing on exports), the aggregate average salary, and the 
efficient use of public debt, especially external debt. In addition to this argument FDIs have a 
direct impact on GDP, also have an endogenous positive impact on domestic investment, 
employment, etc. 

Taking all statistical analysis, findings, and conclusions into account is very essential that 
central and local government institutions, funds and financial advisory institutions, and all 
stakeholders, may consider these findings of this scientific paper for different decision-making 
such as attracting foreign investors, salary level analysis, increasing the formalization of the 
economy, etc. 

The main limitation of this study derives from the shortcomings of national institutional 
measurements and individual economic data by sectors. This limitation narrows the concept 
of the composition of the macroeconomic factor in economic growth. Also, the study did not 
use the method of finding endogenous and exogenous factors because the identification of 
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instrumental sets is not very clear for the case of Albania, due to no clear economic evidence 
and policies with a time series effect. Such an analysis is also a challenge of ongoing studies in 
this field. 
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Appendix  

Time series stationarity test 

ADF-test Level First difference  Second difference 

Unite root test t-stat. Prob. t-stat. Prob. t-stat. Prob. 

Variable log(FDI); I(1) 
Intercept  -0.219982 0.9304 -8.271341 0.0000   
Trend and intercept  -8.836136 0.0000 -8.212810 0.0000   
None 2.030848 0.9895 -7.827439 0.0000   
Variable log(GDP); I(1) 
Intercept  -3.981752  0.0024 -3.901488  0.0031   
Trend and intercept  -4.062522  0.0102 -4.798873  0.0010   
None  2.285469  0.9945 -2.995029  0.0031   
Variable log(AS); I(1) 
Intercept  -3.504898  0.0100 -6.166823  0.0000   
Trend and intercept  -3.055643  0.1236 -6.973867  0.0000   
None  3.009055  0.9993 -3.710927  0.0003   
Variable log(EO); I(1) 
Intercept  -1.063196  0.7270 -5.370213  0.0000   
Trend and intercept  -3.285465  0.0757 -5.152546  0.0003   
None -0.806236  0.3639 -5.381129  0.0000   
Variable log(EPD); I(1) 
Intercept  -0.117478  0.9435 -3.546914  0.0089   
Trend and intercept  -4.377910  0.0039 -3.693459  0.0279   
None  1.345397  0.9543 -3.263078  0.0014   
Variable log(DI); I(2) 
Intercept  -4.457793  0.0005 -2.405216  0.1436 -7.842360  0.0000 
Trend and intercept  -1.569022  0.7967 -6.955182  0.0000 -7.826638  0.0000 
None 

 0.534675  0.8294 -2.447745  0.0148 -7.840286  0.0000 
Variable log(IRL); I(1) 
Intercept  -1.200883  0.6712 -7.917388  0.0000   
Trend and intercept  -2.002647  0.5917 -7.844202  0.0000   
None  2.969525  0.9992 -7.261535  0.0000   
Variable log(REM); I(1) 
Intercept  -2.081732  0.2525 -10.08913  0.0000   
Trend and intercept  -1.798634  0.6970 -10.15924  0.0000   
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None  0.668554  0.8585 -10.08754  0.0000   

Source: Data proceeding in EViews 11 by authors. Note: I(1) shows that the series is first-order 
integral (i.e. returns stationary with first difference; I(2) shows that the series is integral of 
second-order (i.e. returns stationary with second difference). 
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Impact of Online Music Competitions on the 9ÏÕÎÇ -ÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ 
Skills and Their Musical Development During the Covid-19 Pandemic 

 

$ÉÌÂÁø 4ÏËÁÙ 

Assist. Prof. Dr., Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, Istanbul State Conservatory 

 

Abstract  

Classical music competitions present a medium for the development and motivation 
of young musicians. In this context, they prepare young musicians to professional life 
and play an important role in their career. Online competitions became more popular 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic with an increasing number of high professional quality 
applicants. This research aims to focus on the impact of online music competitions on 
ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 
will set forth the differences between online competitions and real life competitions 
from various aspects such as application process, video presentations, and efficiency 
of the young musicians in using available technology, jury formation, evaluation of the 
applicants' performances by the jury as well as the applicants' evaluation of their own 
performance among other applicants. 

Keywords:  online music competition, young musicians, technology, covid-19 

 

Introduction  

Music competitions which  have existed  since  early ages have become popular  in the 20th 
century and  have  added to their momentum  a tool of advancement: the online format in the 
21st century, reaching a peak during Covid-19, a pandemic which has been a  threat to 
humanity world wide. Affecting life seriously and causing a collapse in the range and number 
of many activities, Covid-19 had a catastrophic impact on the lives of the mature professionals 
and young musicians. Their performance, career, and motivation were jeopardized. As 
Einstein had clÁÉÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÑÕÏÔÅȟ ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÙ ÌÉÅÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙȱȟ 
this exceptional period of pandemic has taken us to crossroads with technology.  Hence, this 
paper will examine online competitions from the perspectives of their brief history; 
organizational input, professional jury formations~ academicians, scholars and transparency 
of evaluation norms;  young musician contestants;  requirements for participation in 
ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȠ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓȭ submissions; 
their self-learning, self-evaluation  from the preliminary  to final stage ; worldwide viewers; 
and the merits of  the overall musical experience of the online competitions from  pedagogical 
and artistic perspectives.  

The methodology in the presentation of information in this paper will be submission of  
research material, concerning the history of online competitions and their organizational 
design from reliable sources that are documented in the references.  This information will 
proceed with observations of competitions, viewed either personally or obtained from 
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ ÃÒÉÔÉÑÕÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÌÙ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÓȢ  /ÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
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competition jury member, myself, together with those collected from organizers, other jury 
members or contestants, themselves will additionally add genuine methodological value to 
this paper.  Feedback from contestants concerning all stages of preparation, application, 
performance, and submission will be another component of methodology  that will lead  itself 
to  recommendations in the conclusion. 

History  

3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÈÁÔ 'ÒÅÅË ÁÎÄ 2ÏÍÁÎ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓ 
considered competitions as a central part of the worship of their gods, associated with 
religious processioÎÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÕÓÉÃ 
ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ !ÔÈÅÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÆÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ "Ȣ#Ȣ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÉÄÄÌÅ !ÇÅÓȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
contests were called laureates and contests among troubadours, trouvéres, minnesingers, and 
-ÅÉÓÔÅÒÓÉÎÇÅÒÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎȱ ɉ)ÁËÏÖÌÅÖȟ ρωφφɊȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ρψÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÒÓ 
competed in performances with their instruments such as the organ, clavichord, harpsichord, 
and the violin. 

The modern form of music competition originated in the 19th century as the first national 
music competition was held in France in 1803. Later were established national music 
competitions for composers in England for Mendelsson Award (since 1848 ɀ held in London 
once every 4 years), in Austria ɀ for Beethoven Prize (since 1875 ɀ in Vienna ɀ annually), and 
others (Yakovlev 1974). What started the trend of an international competition in various 
%ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌÓ ÁÔ Á ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÂÁÓÉÓ ×ÁÓ !Ȣ 2ÕÂÉÎÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ  ÏÆ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
competition of pianists and composers in St. Petersburg, in 1890 and its regular repetition 
every five-years   till 1910.    When music competitions started to become widespread in 
Europe in the 20th century, they served as the basic means for discovering young talents. The 
establishment of The Federation of International Music Competitions with its headquarters in 
'ÅÎÅÖÁ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÎ ρωυχȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ρωυω ÔÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ 
with international competitions, their programs of rounds, the number and amount of prizes, 
instrument and age categories, and other details increased awareness for organizations of 
competitions (Iakovlev, 1966).  

The most important contemporary international competitions included the P. I. Tchaikovsky 
Competition (Moscow), the Queen Elisabeth Competition (Brussels), the M. Long and J. 
Thibaud Competition (Paris), the F. Chopin Competition (Warsaw), the H. Wieniawski 
#ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ɉ0ÏÚÎÁÎɊȟ ÔÈÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ /ÐÅÒÁ 3ÉÎÇÅÒÓȭ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ɉ3ÏÆÉÁɊȟ ÔÈÅ 'Ȣ %ÎÅÓÃÏ 
Competition (Bucharest), the Budapest Competition, the Prague Spring Competition, the 
0ÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ -ÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ɉ'ÅÎÅÖÁɊȟ ÔÈÅ *Ȣ 3Ȣ "ÁÃÈ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ɉ,ÅÉÐÚÉÇɊȟ ÔÈÅ 2Ȣ 
3ÃÈÕÍÁÎÎ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ɉ:×ÉÃËÁÕɊȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÉÁÎÉÓÔÓȭ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ɉ,ÅÅÄÓɊȟ ÔÈÅ /ÒÃÈÅÓÔÒÁÌ 
#ÏÎÄÕÃÔÏÒÓȭ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 2ÏÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ Ôhe N. Paganini Competition in Genoa (Iakovlev, 1966). 

The starting of World War II affected life to a great extent in Europe and as a natural 
consequence, the organization of   music competitions came to a pause. Poland saw the first 
edition of the International Chopin Competition in Warsaw as founded by the Polish pianist 
*ÅÒÚÙ ½ÕÒÁ×ÌÅ× ÉÎ ρωςχȢ ! 'ÅÒÍÁÎ ÁÉÒ ÒÁÉÄ ÏÎ 7ÁÒÓÁ× ÉÎ ρωσω ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
Warsaw Philharmonic building, but the competition endured the conflict and restarted in 
1949, returning to a newly restored concert hall in 1955.  

Among the oldest-running classical music competitions in the world was also the Queen 
Elisabeth Competition, held in Brussels. Created under the impulse of Belgian violinist, 
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conductor and composer Eugène Ysaÿe and HM Queen Elisabeth of Belgium, it was held for 
the first time in 1937, the first laureate being Soviet violinist David Oistrakh (Volpi, 2018).  

When World War II swallowed up Europe, the competition was suspended. This event was 
however very dear to the Belgian queen, and restarting it in 1951 was seen as an integral part 
of the healing process of the country. It was broadcasted via radio starting in 1951, with 
television programming beginning in 1960 and online streaming in 2001 (Volpi, 2018). 

World War II devastated Europe, but one competition managed not to have their programme 
interrupted: The Geneva International Music Competition in Switzerland, which had started 
in 1939 under the name of Concours International d'Exécution Musicale (CIEM). Founded by 
Austrian musician Frédéric Liebstoeckl with Henri Gagnebin, the Director of the Geneva 
Conservatoire at the time, it had among its first winners pianist Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli 
and soprano Maria Stader. While the war spread across the continent, the competition 
persevered. Although it was no longer marked as international, it continued to harbor 
musicians from all over Europe, welcoming artists as refugees and helping them with the 
competition's monetary prizes. Famous names who won accolades during the war included 
Hungarian-born pianist and conductor Sir Georg Solti and Austrian violist Paul Doktor. In 
1946, after the end of the conflict, the competition restored its international credentials.  

In France, the Long-Thibaud Competition opened its doors in 1943 and the name was changed 
to Long-Thibaud Crespin in 2011, when a voice prize inspired by operatic soprano Régine 
Crespin was added. Its founders, pianist Marguerite Long and violinist Jacques Thibaud, are 
quoted in an article published in 1947 on French newspaper, Opéra, talking about their desire 
to encourage young musicians by giving them hope. While it was impossible to dream of an 
international competition in an occupied France, they still went ahead with a national event in 
1943 (Volpi, 2018). 

The International Tchaikovsky Competition, founded in 1958 was perhaps the world's best-
known gateway to musical success. Thirty-two years after its foundation the Association of 
Tchaikovsky Competition Stars (ATCS) was formed, whose approximately 100 members were 
all prizewinners of past competitions, including such illustrious names as violinist Gidon 
Kremer and pianist Van Cliburn. The ATCS promoted concerts and festivals and funded 
scholarships, but one of its most ambitious ventures was the founding of the Tchaikovsky 
Competition for Young Musicians, which was held for the first time in Moscow in 1992 
(Sazonova, 1978). Its aim was not simply to identify talent early but also to support financially. 
Prizewinners were expected to tour Japan, Russia and other countries with the ATCS covering 
the expense. The second competition of the same Association, jointly organized by the Russian 
and the Japanese, took place in Sendai, Japan between August 24-September 10, 1995. Part of 
the philosophy of the competition was that it should move around the world to allow young 
musicians to participate more easily, returning to Moscow every four years (Chadwick, 1996). 

)Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ 
cultural  ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÐÈÅÒÅȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÁÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌÓ ÈÁÄ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÁÒÅÎÁÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÐÒÅÍÁÃÙȱ ɉ6ÏÌÐÉȟ ςπρψɊȢ !Ó ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
globalized, they have created opportunities to foster cosmopolitan sociability and cultivate 
ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȰÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȱ ɉ,Ï×Åȟ ςπρψɊȢ  #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ 6ÅÒÓÕÓ 
Cooperation: Implications for Music Teachers What has added to this communicative function 
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is the Internet that has connected the peoples of the world regardless of   geographical divides 
or financial status. 

With the convenience and efficiency of the internet and online services being well understood 
in practical terms, there has been an increased popularity of technology in competitions. This 
new challenge has graduaÌÌÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔ ȰÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȱ ÆÏÒ 
organizers, jury members, contestants, and performance viewers, that is the silent audience 
attending concerts at the comfort of their homes.  

As Dr. Taylor from Columbia University said in Á .Å× 9ÏÒË 4ÉÍÅÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȭ4ÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ 
ÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȱ ɉ!ÕÈȟ ςπρωɊȟ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ 
was a facility that musicians who could not attend competitions physically used at the 
beginning of 2000. However, in the following years its use had a peak, diminishing expenses 
ÏÆ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÏÒȾÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÎÇ 
ÐÒÏÄÉÇÉÅÓȠ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓȭ Ï×Î 
recordings. TÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȭÓ  ÂÅÉÎÇ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅ ÔÏÏÌ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÉÇÎÏÒÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ 
of Covid-ρω ÁÓ ÉÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ×ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ ÅÐÉÄÅÍÉÃ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
their involvement in music as performers.  

Observing the existence of the many online competitions since the beginning of the 21st 
century on the Internet through their websites, it can be said that there has been a tremendous 
increase in the number of online competitions, particularly for the young musicians, 
concerning various instruments and different age groups at different venues, not necessarily 
prominent European capitals, but cultural centers known with their reputation in music in the 
past.  

The below  given competitions are only some of the well known competitions in Europe that 
ÈÁÖÅ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÒÉÔÓ ÏÆ 
technology and online format even before the uproar of Covid-19: 

North International Music Competition https://www.northcompetition.com/north -music-
competition/ , Vienna International Music Competition 
https://www.viennacompetition.com/, Berliner International Music Competition 
https://www.berlinercompetition.com/ for  piano, strings, voice, win d, and chamber music, 
World Music Competition https://worldmusiccompetition.com/application.html, Golden 
Classical Music Awards Competition https://goldenclassicalmusicawards.com/, Muse 
International Music Competition https://themuse.gr/muse -2020-competition-announced/, 
Malta International Music Competition https://vfimf.com/malta -international -music-
competition/ , IMKA International Internet Music Competition 
https://internetmusiccompe tition.com/, Music in the Vineyards Online Music Competition 
http://www.vricmf.com/competition.html, Melos Competition http://www.ac -
melos.com/on-line-competitions/?lang=en in Kyoto, Brussels, Nice, and Rome.  

One competition that has started to be online due to Covid-19 is: Young Musician International 
#ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ Ȭ#ÉÔÔÛ ÄÉ "ÁÒÌÅÔÔÁ ÉÎ )ÔÁÌÙ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÏÃÕÓ )ȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÊÕÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ 
having witnessed their conscientious concerns, know very well: 
http://www.culturaemusica.it/public/wordpress/?page_ id=49&lang=en. 

Besides websites that provide information about application formats, electronic audition 
ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á Ȱ×ÅÂ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÈÁÌÌȱ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ 

https://www.northcompetition.com/north-music-competition/
https://www.northcompetition.com/north-music-competition/
https://vfimf.com/malta-international-music-competition/
https://vfimf.com/malta-international-music-competition/
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ÉÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓȭ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ The idea for a Web Concert 
Hall evolved while Yoon-il Auh, a 10-year-old violin prodigy in South Korea in 1971, worked 
on several projects with Dr. Taylor in later years, including one project an educational ear-
training application called Wiz Ear and a Web database of audio clips from more than 200 of 
Bach's cantatas. Dr. Tailor and Yoon-il Auh started the Web Concert Hall 
www.webconcerthall.com in 1998 and it has achieved its goal until now. Youn-il Auh recently 
divides his time between the site, his job as an associate director for distance learning at New 
York University and his own software company, Intrepid Pixels (Auh,Y. 2019). 

Competition Organizations & Juries  

The idea of music competitions as a healing and uniting force for the world is echoed in a 
statement by Yehudi Menuhin, who headed the violin jury at the Long-Thibaud Crespin 
#ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ρωωσ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÉÎ ρωωωȢ )Î ρωωφ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȡ Ȱ×Å ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÈÅÒÅȟ 
the jury members and I, not to measure the distance that separates the participants from each 
other, but rather to highlight the level of connection that they have achieved [...] at the service 
ÏÆ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȱ ɉ6ÏÌÐÉȟ ςπρψɊȢ 

Every year, promising young musicians emerge as prize winners in major competitions 
around the world. These competitions allow their talent to be noticed, and subsequently bring 
in concert engagements and recording contracts. Some of these competitions have a long and 
prestigious history, while new competitions are also coming up in various parts of the world 
at different levels. 

Victoria Borisova-Ollas, composer, winner of several national and international awards and 
Member of the Board of the Royal Swedish Academy of Music had emphasized the importantce 
ÏÆ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓ Ȱ4Èe North International Music Competition is a great 
opportunity for young musicians to develop their skills as performers already at the early 
stage of their careers. Making music at the highest professional level is not an easy task. Let 
this wonderful event encourage you for a life-long mission of being passionate and successful 
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÒÓȦȱ ɉ"ÏÒÉÓÏÖÁ-Ollas, 2020) 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓȩ )ÔȭÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅÌÙ 
the organization of a competition that reveals its credibility and echoes its mission, strategies 
of work, evaluation processes, and awarding tools through a website that is its voice.  The 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÌÉÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÃÙ ÏÆ ×ÏÒËȟ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÔÏÏÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
presented are all important that serve for transparency and confidence in the product, which 
is the essence of the competition (Parncutt, 2018). Website of the organization is usually taken 
as the Competition website. It must start with a mission statement that explains the 
philosophy, the objective of the organization and the competition (Todes, 2014). It has to 
include information about the application process for the registration to be done easily, 
accurately, and on time. That means competition calendar that gives the deadlines; procedures 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÉÎÇȠ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔ 
categories together with the need for accompaniment; solo, duo, or chamber music categories; 
age categories; number of rounds if required; time limits for age groups or instruments; 
ÃÏÍÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÒÙȟ ÊÕÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÎÁÍÅÓȟ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÆÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎȢ %ÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ×ÉÔÈ 
variations for solo, duo, or chamber music must be precisely given to avoid ambiguity. 
Information about the awards for the Absolute, First, Second, Third prizes calculated by 
adding the scores given to each contestant from the evaluation table must be very explicit. 
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Diplomas, scholarships, and mansions; presence of gala concerts are also center of attention 
topics. Three main prize-winners may also receive medals and grants from commercial 
sponsors. There may be special awards for the youngest competitor as well as awards for the 
best accompanists and even the best teachers in each section. All this information on the 
organization or conference website might be of special value to reflect the voice of the 
organization and the competition. 

As a competition may be unique to one instrument or may be divided into sections for different 
instruments such as the piano, violin, cello, flute, harp or others; and as there may be different 
age groups from a wide range of countries, juries must be composed of adequate number of 
international members--professionals, academicians, or contest winners-- instrument and age 
group specifications always taken into consideration for quality of expertise. The composition 
of juries must aim at excellence in the profession.  

Competition websites may also list their rules as articles to define the implementations 
required for the smooth-going of competitions. Some articles may serve as conflict resolution 
tools in the case of discomfort or misunderstandings. 

With global interests and search for standards within a global context, musicality and artistic 
values can be kept running parallel to ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ×ÉÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅÓ ÔÏ 
indicate how they set their norms specifying their evaluation criteria. The norms set by 
ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÊÕÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ   ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓȭ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ 
standards for both technical and artistic characteristic of the performance of each contestant 
regardless of age and instrument (Checka, 2018). The presence of tis information on the 
competition website is useful for international viewers  who keep a close eye on social media 
for their own evaluations. 

Adding my experiences of having taken part in 5 international  classical music competitions as 
a jury member for the cello, live (once) in International Competition Young Virtuosos-Sofia, 
Bulgaria (2011); once in International Benyamin Sönmez Cello Competition-Fethiye,  Turkey 
(2017); once in Young Musicians International Competition-Barletta, Italy (2017) before the 
pandemic Covid-19; and online -- once in International Music Competition-Belgrad, Serbia 
(2020); (once) in Young MÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ Ȭ#ÉÔÔÛ ÄÉ "ÁÒÌÅÔÔÁ ÉÎ )ÔÁÌÙ ɉςπςπɊ 
again after the pandemic Covid-19, I can compare live and online competitions  and say that  
online competitions do not definitely degrade the  quality of the international music 
competitions.  

Besides my observations as a jury member at international classical music competitions, my 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
recipients of numerous First, Second or Third Prizes in the last 10 years have made me and 
ÍÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ Ȱ×ÅÌÌ-ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓȱ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎ ȰÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒÓȟ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓȟ ÊÕÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÅ×ÅÒÓȢ 

We believe today, with no more miles traveled, no money invesÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓȭ ÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÓȭ ÐÌÁÎÅ ÏÒ ÔÒÁÉÎ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ ÃÏÓÔÓ ÏÆ  ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÎÏ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
means of transportation, online competitions will serve the same goals as do the live 
competitions, avoiding the risk of a pandemic. Today, with efficient digital access young talents 
can reach a potentially large audience as music competitions offer both excellent visibility and 
technical accuracy. 
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Participants & Learning Value  

In the 21st century, we have come to the understanding that music means life and we care for 
the younger generations with a talent for music, for they mean hope. Seeing the deterioration 
of some values and the collapse of some systems especially threatened by a pandemic, we want 
to encourage young musicians to perform technically and artistically well, to grow, excel in 
their profession and build excellent careers. A competition can offer many benefits to young 
musicians and provide a platform where they can feel comfortable competing. We believe that 
developing confidence in themselves as well as in others, young musicians can realize their 
dreams and potential. This is an achievable goal. Our purpose is to discover artists of 
outstanding personality and provide awards which can help to launch international careers. 
Aside from rigorous training and natural talent, we look for performers with a strong artistic 
personality and stage presence. The emphasis is therefore not on the purely technical aspects 
of the performance, but also on the overall artistic impact of the performer. 

)ÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÎÉÁÂÌÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȭ ÓÅÌÆ-evaluation 
of their own performance as they choose their best recording is immense. Why academicians, 
jury members are in favor of online competitions; why the implementation has grown popular 
among applicants, and how quality is ensured through the processes of preparation and 
selection need to be focused on from an educational perspective.   

When we consider the benefits gained from participating in music competitions, we see that 
they are an opportunity   to overcome technical, musical, artistic, and mental challenges. In the 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÏÎÌÉÎÅȱȟ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎs grant the contestant the opportunity for self 
analysis and self-evaluation.  What the contestant experiences as he/she chooses the best 
recording of his/her performance to be sent to the competition is the best teaching a musician 
can get. 

An online compÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÐÅÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȢ 
The contestant can gauge his/ her own strengths and weaknesses against those of his/ her 
ÐÅÅÒÓȢ  4ÈÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÈÉÓ Ï×Î ÊÕÄÇÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÈÉÓȾÈÅÒ Ï×Î Ȱ37/4 !ÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȱȢ 
Seeing his/her Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. He/she learns and hence 
the young contestant is on the road to perfection. This is a highly celebrated victory! 

Transparency and the Value of International Viewers  

-Ã,ÕÈÁÎ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ notable difference of a new society of the twenty-first century 
from the previous societies has been the rapid spread of global information networks, the 
Internet and electronic communication technologies. The Internet has revolutionized how 
people work, disseminate the results of their work and new knowledge, and culture and 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÅÒÁȱȢ 
Interestingly, long before the mass distribution of the Internet M. McLuhan used the term 
"global village", which to some extent reflects the essence of the Internet. Thanks to the 
technological improvement there has been a significant compression of time and space, people 
around the world have become closer to each other. According to the scientist, 
"breakthroughs" in electronic communication technology provide new unity of all people on 
the level of emotional and bodily experiences, therefore, as a result of unprecedented 
technological development occurs electronized "global village" (McLuhan, 1964).  In light of 
ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÁÐÈÒÁÓÅȟ Á ÙÏÕÎÇ ÔÁÌÅÎÔȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
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professors and professionals of a highly recognized competition jury, crossing oceans and 
continents and gets evaluated within the norms of the competition right after the performance 
ÁÎÄ ÓÃÏÒÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÒÅÅÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÚÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÔÁÌÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ 
within minutes as the organization announces the scores and the grants offered electronically. 
Time and space meet at a juncÔÕÒÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ςρÓÔ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȭÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÄÅÖÉÌȟ #ÏÖÉÄ-19 smiles from a 
corner. The whole picture is transparent. International viewers are delighted to have watched 
a concert, not paying for a plane, or a train, not booking a hotel room, not rushing in the street 
to reach the Concert Hall. They get connected in a global village. 

Conclusion  

This study provides information about the importance and function of online formats of music 
competitions that have been developing in recent years for young musicians in the threatening 
and restricted world of Covid-19 that has affected the whole world. Gathering the whole world 
on a digital window, the internet prepares young musicians for real life stage performance, 
performance evaluation and critics; and thus, becomes a general rehearsal of real life for real 
live concerts.  Through the competitions, young musicians have the opportunity to prepare 
themselves for professional life by observing their peers around the world, perceiving their 
different comments and understanding jury evaluations with the best possible adaptation on 
the online platform. We will witness the increase of these competitions altogether in the 
future. 

 All in all, with what has been collected from various professional written sources or through 
contestant feedback  and  personally experienced  through  live or  on-line contests, it can be 
said that   young musicians  are offered  a facility out of   the catastrophe of Covid 19 that has 
affected the whole world.  What can be recommended is that young musicians should use this 
facility wisely to benefit from the online competitions as the digital medium can enhance the  
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÎÔÓȭ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÍÅÎÔÁÌÉÔÙȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÅÑÕÉÐÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 
strategies that they discover themselves as they perform many times at their convenience and 
submit the best of their performance to the organization designing the competition.  Young 
musicians are also given the choice to compare their performance with that of their peers, 
hence they should benefit from this transparency of performances as well as the evaluations 
of the juries.  Another recommendation is, using this facility, student contestants can also 
broaden their repertoire and apply for many competitions. One final recommendation may be, 
being contemporary and coping with the requirements of modern times, that is digital 
technology, they can reach many other musicians; observe their work across borders,  and feel 
they belong to a wider community of  musicians.   

References 

[1] Auh, Y. (2019) Retrieved from New York Times, Oct. 18, 2020, from https://0310b112x-y-https-
www-proquest-co.msgsu.proxy.deepknowledge.io/docview/431727589?accountid=16568 [1] 

[2] Auh, Y. (2019) Retrieved from New York Times, Oct. 18, 2020, from https://0310b112x-y-https-
www-proquest-com.msgsu.proxy.deepknowledge.io/docview/431727589?accountid=16568 [2] 
http://www.columbia.edu/~ya22/ [3] 

[3] Bohlman, P. V. (2002). World Music: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford, Great Britain: Oxford 
University Press.  

https://0310b112x-y-https-www-proquest-com.msgsu.proxy.deepknowledge.io/docview/431727589?accountid=16568
https://0310b112x-y-https-www-proquest-com.msgsu.proxy.deepknowledge.io/docview/431727589?accountid=16568


ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
95 

[4] Chadwick, E. (1996) Strad, 00392049, Jan96, Volume107,  Number1269 Evelyn Chadwick reports 
from the International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians in Japan 
MSGSU Library STRAD -New Stars In The Land Of The Rising Sun 

[5] Chadwick, E. (1996) Evelyn Chadwick reports from the International Tchaikovsky Competition for 
Young Musicians in Japan MSGSU Library STRAD -New Stars In The Land Of The Rising Sun 

[6] Chadwick, E. (1996) Evelyn Chadwick reports from the International Tchaikovsky Competition for 
Young Musicians in Japan MSGSU Library STRAD -New Stars In The Land Of The Rising Sun 

[7] Checka, A. (2018). The competition as an ñexchangeò of values: An aesthetic and existential 
perspective. The Chopin Review, Issue 1. http://chopinreview.com/pages/issue/3#3. 

[8] Lowe, G. M. (2018). Competition Versus Cooperation: Implications for Music Teachers following 
Students Feedback from Participation in a Large-scale Cooperative Music Festival. Australian 
Journal of Teacher Education, 43(5). Retrieved from http://ro.ecu.edu.au/ajte/vol43/iss5/6. 

[9] Grigorieva, L., Platek, Ya., & Yakovlev, M. (Eds.). (1966). Musical competitions in the past and 
present. Moscow: Musyka. 

[10] Iakovlev, M. M. (1966) Muzykalônye konkursy ɜ proshlom i nastoiashchem: Spravochnik. Moscow, 
1966. 

[11] Iakovlev, M. M. (1966) Muzykalônye konkursy ɜ proshlom i nastoiashchem: Spravochnik. Moscow, 
1966. 

[12] Iakovlev, M. M. (1966) Muzykalônye konkursy ɜ proshlom i nastoiashchem: Spravochnik. Moscow, 
1966. 

[13] McCormick, L. (2015). Performing Civility: International Competitions in Classical Music. 
Cambridge University Press. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09781316181478 

[14] McLuhan, M. (1964). Retrieved Oct. 17, 2020 from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/274383393_McLuhan%27s_Global_Village_and_the_Inte
rnet on  

[15] Parncutt, R. (2018). The reliability/validity of cognitive/emotional approaches to the evaluation of 
musical performance: Implications for competition juries. The Chopin Review, Issue 
1.http://chopinreview.com/pages/issue/6#3. 

[16] Sazonova, E. (1978). Moscow. Tchaikovsky Competition, 1958-1978: Five editions: history, 
thoughts. Moscow: Sov. kompozitor. 

[17] Todes, A. (2014) The Future of Music Competitions 
https://www.elbowmusic.org/post/2014/12/04/the-future-of-music-competitions 

[18] Ollas,V. B. (2020) Retrieved  Oct 18, 2020, from: 
http://www.donneinmusica.org/wimust/biographies-european-women-composers/b/885-victoria-
borisova-ollas.html [1] 

[19] Ollas,V. B. (2020) Retrieved  Oct 18, 2020, from: 
http://www.donneinmusica.org/wimust/biographies-european-women-composers/b/885-victoria-
borisova-ollas.html[2] 

[20] Volpi, L. (2018) Once upon a tempo: a dip into the history of classical music competitions Retrieved 
from: https://bachtrack.com/feature-history-music-competitions-naumburg-queen-elisabeth-geneva-
long-thibaud-crespin [1] 

[21] Volpi, L. (2018) Once upon a tempo: a dip into the history of classical music competitions Retrieved 
from: https://bachtrack.com/feature-history-music-competitions-naumburg-queen-elisabeth-geneva-
long-thibaud-crespin [2] 

[22] Volpi, L. (2018)  Once upon a tempo: a dip into the history of classical music competitions 
Retrieved from: https://bachtrack.com/feature-history-music-competitions-naumburg-queen-
elisabeth-geneva-long-thibaud-crespin#3 

http://ro.ecu.edu.au/ajte/vol43/iss5/6
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09781316181478


ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
96 

[23] Yakovlev M.M. (1974) Competitions Musical encyclopedia in 6 volumes [Ch. Ed. Yu. Keldysh]. ï 
V.2 ï M., "Soviet Encyclopedia", 1974. ï P. 904ï909. Ref: http://music-art-and-
culture.com/index.php/music-art-and-culture-journal/article/download/45/87 

  



ISBN9781637607633 24th International Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies 
11-12 December 2020 Brussels 

Book of 
Proceedings 

 

 
97 

Education as a Value in the Pregraduate Studies of Education in Ukraine  

 

Pavlína Kobzová  

Palacký University Olomouc, Czech Republic 

 Jitka Pliscke  

Palacký University Olomouc, Czech Republic 

-ÁÒËïÔÁ £ÅÍÂÅÒÏÖÜ 

Palacký University Olomouc, Czech Republic 

 

Abstract  

The paper focuses on the description of the value of education in pregraduate 
preparation of students of teaching disciplines in Ukraine. The aim of the text is to 
specify the course of preparation for the profession of teacher in the context of values 
from the perspective of students of selected pedagogical faculties in Ukraine. The 
issue of values in the pregraduate preparation of Ukrainian students of teaching is a 
partial part of the authors' long-term interest in the issue of education and the values 
of Ukrainian pupils in schools in the Czech Republic. The research is carried out using 
a mixed QVAN - qval design. A Likert-type scale questionnaire supplemented with 
semi-closed and open items was chosen as the research tool. The data are analyzed 
with the predominance of a simple statistical analysis with additional analysis using 
grounded theory. 

Keywords : value, education, pregraduate preparation, students of teaching, Ukraine, 

 

Introduction  

Pregraduate teacher education, wherever in the world it is implemented, should be based on 
a broad and thorough general education. However, we also see the importance of the role of 
the teacher in understanding the goals, meaning and values of education and in their further 
mediation in the educational process. All the more so, values are necessary equipment for the 
future teacher, who participates in the education of pupils and the formation of their profile 
and value orientation. In our research, we ask ourselves what values do students encounter in 
pregraduate study? Are there values present at all? How do students perceive the issue of 
values within education? At the same time, what values do they think should not be missing in 
the education of pupils in the school environment? We tried to answer these questions in the 
presented paper. 
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Literature Review  

Educational experts, teachers and the public wonder what is the main goal of teacher 
education? What professional knowledge and skills, values and attitudes should a teacher 
graduate be equipped to become a competent teacher in the conditions of modern education? 
Today's society places high demands on teachers.  

!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ -ÉËÅĤÏÖÜ ɉςππυɊȟ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ 
it is based on relationships, love for children, which teachers take care of from an educational 
point of view. The profession of teacher is a mission therefore it contains a significant personal 
contribution of teaching adepts. Much more than any other profession, it requires a high 
degree of self-control, responsibility and patience. One of the goals of teachers' educational 
activities is to pass on to students the basic values widely accepted and recognized not only in 
the Czech, resp. European society, but in today's society, built on a Christian basis in the past, 
which clearly includes the values of responsibility, diligence, patience, decency, honesty, 
justice, truthfulness and integrity. 

The same values are mentioned in Ukrainian curricular documents, such as the Law of Ukraine 
on Education, which declares values influencing the all-round development of a person's 
personality, his right to education and the importance of universal education for society. An 
integral part of teaching in Ukrainian schools is the incorporation of the values of patriotism, 
respect for the homeland and the emphasis on spiritual and moral aspects in education 
(Kobzová, 2018). 

Preparation for the profession of teacher is a crucial point in the future professional career of 
a teacher. Although there are currently tendencies that diminish the importance of the teacher 
and his perception as a pupil's guide to the educational process, we believe that the role of the 
teacher remains crucial and irreplaceable for the pupil's development. 

!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ £ÉÍÏÎþË ɉςππτȟ ÐÐȢ ρσ-14), pregraduate preparation can be defined as the unity 
of theory and practice. However, pregraduate preparation cannot produce a ready-made 
teacher. It is necessary to complete the pedagogical mastery through years of systematic work 
on oneself, constant self-reflection and further education. Students can achieve real 
pedagogical perfection by not only concentrating all their skills on passing on knowledge, but 
by teaching their pupils to think independently and to think critically. They will be teachers 
who encourage themselves and their pupils to improve. 

One of the key tasks in pregraduate preparation is to accompany future teachers to take 
professional responsibility for the full development of the pupil's personality and, of course, 
for their own education and professional growth. It is not enough to be professionally trained 
in the modern concept of education, but the emphasis should be on internal motivation, 
willingness to engage in the educational process and the development of attitudes and values 
in future teachers (Spilková, 2007, pp. 12-13). Emphasis in pregraduate studies should 
therefore also be placed on improving and increasing the level of the ethical aspect of the 
teacher's personality. It also seems desirable to include subjects dealing with ethical and value 
dilemmas and problems in the current school. However, this requires certain ideals and 
personality patterns that the present time is painfully lacking. 

4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÂÙ "ÌþĿËÏÖÓËĻ ÅÔ ÁÌȢ ɉςπππɊȟ ×ÈÏ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏ 
carried out a detailed analysis of the pedagogical preparation of students for the future 
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profession, which proved to be insufficient. Due to previous social conditions, the following 
has increased in teacher education: 

1) scientism, which manifested itself in the prevailing scientific approach to education, 

2) value antinomism, which may be characterized by absolute non-commitment and 
resignation to the ability to shape a new system of values and goals in education. 

We believe that a similar situation prevailed and still survives also in the Ukrainian education 
system. 

The quality of the pupils' educational process and everything that takes place in teaching 
therefore depends not only on the thorough preparation of the teacher, but is deeply 
connected with the teacher's personalities, with his self-understanding. The teacher is a very 
important variable in the teaching process and in the relationship with students and parents. 
,ÕËÜĤÏÖÜ ɉςπρυȟ ÐȢ ςφɊ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ȰÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙ 
understands his profession, how he understands it and how he evaluates it and on the basis of 
what values ÈÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÂÙ 
Spilková (2015) who states that the teacher's task is not only to develop the cognitive level of 
pupils, but the teacher should also be able to pass on the love of knowledge, learning and 
cognition. However, it is born only through the teacher's relationship with students and his 
"commitment to the profession" (2015, p. 165). 

We will also think about the process of education from the point of view of teacher virtues. 
Behind the moral qualities of a teacher, Helus (2004, pp. 222-223) perceives the goal of 
pedagogical effort, which is effort to "be a reliable support for pupils in their personal 
development". According to the author, the favorable development of the teacher's character 
is related to several pedagogical virtues, including pedagogical love, pedagogical mind,  
pedagogical courage and pedagogical credibility. 

Although pedagogical preparation within Europe, including Ukraine, has many features in 
common, especially when it comes to the compulsory combination of general, special, psycho-
pedagogical education, practical training (Kocan, 2013), each country has its own specifics 
within its own educational system, linguistic and cultural diversity, and educational traditions 
in general.  With regard to the value issues in pregraduate study in Ukraine, continuous 
education is currently becoming one of the main principles of pedagogical efforts, which is 
becoming an integral part of human existence in general (Kocan, 2013).  

Fundamental principle of modern education to redirect pregraduate study to the personality 
of a student teacher. The approach is known as a personality-oriented model of preparation 
of future teachers and involves a deep psychologization of teacher training, the development 
of pedagogical thinking and the formation of skills such as setting educational goals, analyzing 
pedagogical situations, making decisions in the best interests of the child and relying on 
strength rather than weakness. Volynecka (2013) states the priority of personality-oriented 
learning are both the character of the teacher and his preparation. An important starting point 
for the preparation of future teachers is the art of respecting the development of the student 
as a person who is constantly changing with age, has its own characteristics, specifics of 
development.  

The values in the pregraduate preparation of future teachers, which are increasingly focused 
on, are communication culture and competencies, empathy, tolerance, in other words -"the 
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search for ways of mutual understanding between teachers and students is the key to positive 
change in a period of social anomie and the devaluation of a number of moral principles-
decency, kindness, devotion, ÍÕÔÕÁÌ ÈÅÌÐȱɉ+ÏÃÁÎȟ ςπρσȟ ÐȢ ρψωɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 
teacher and student should be filled with respect and empathy. And this is a difficult task in a 
situation of polyethnicity, social differentiation and different intellectual abilities and talents 
of each individual pupil. The belief that none of the students, regardless of background, ability 
or performance, can be limited in their personal development begins in the period of 
pregraduate education of students as future teachers. 

Methodology  

The research was carried out by means of an electronic questionnaire survey among 
respondents - students of teaching of pedagogical faculties in Ukraine in the cities of Ivano-
Frankivsk, Brody and Ternopyl. The administration of the online questionnaires took place 
during December 2019 to May 2020. A total of 120 completed questionnaires were obtained 
with all the data necessary for the analysis. The research involved Ukrainian pregraduate 
students of the 2nd - 7th year of study with specialization mainly for teaching primary and 
lower secondary level of education. The most frequent length of studies was stated by the 
participants at: 

- 4 years (56% of participants) 

- 3 years (29% of participants) 

 The sample of respondents consisted of 87.5% women (total number 105) and 12.5% men 
(total number 15) aged 18-22 years. 

As a research tool, a 5-degree Likert-type questionnaire was chosen, supplemented by semi-
closed and open items, which were analyzed within the grounded theory. The questionnaire 
consisted of a total of 20 items. For the scale items, the respondents recorded on the scale the 
degree of their agreement or disagreement with the given statement, while 3 types of scales 
were used in the questionnaire: 

1) 1 least important, 2 unimportant, 3 intermediate, 4 very important, 5 most important, 

2) 1 strongly disagree, 2 rather disagree, 3 don't know, 4 rather agree, 5 strongly agree, 

3) 1 least, 2 less, 3 medium, 4 more, 5 most,  

Analysis  

The research tool was divided into two basic parts: 

I. Introductory questions 

The first part of the questionnaire consisted of introductory questions focused on 
demographic data including gender, age of respondents, length of study which were already 
mentioned above. In this part, the specialization of study participants, their motivation to 
study and the pattern in education were ascertained (see Graphs below). 

Graph 1. Representation of studied specializations 
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Among the most numerous specializations in the study among the respondents were clearly 
teachers of primary education, ie 1st - 4th class (66 respondents). The second most frequently 
studied specialization was English and other foreign languages (28). In third place in the 
number of selected answers is informatics and work education (19). 

Graph 2. Motivation of students to study profession of teaching 

 

The attached graph shows that the highest number of respondents (35.8%) perceive the 
teaching profession as key as their motivation was "teaching as an important mission". The 
contrast of this motivation with the low percentage of motivation of "higher prestige of the 
profession" is interesting. Thus, most students do not consider the profession to be prestigious 
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and important before society, and at the same time they understand it as an important social 
mission. The second highest representation in the number of elections gained the motivation 
"I enjoy teaching" (31.7%), which can be described as a motivation to study for self-realization. 

Graph 3. Role models of students in education 

 

Looking at the graphical representation of the data, we find that for the most part the 
examined students were role models in education, primarily teachers (46.7%). Here we see 
how much the example of a teacher and the way he/she performs profession affect students. 
The second most common example in the field of study are respondents for themselves 
(25.8%) and in close proximity to them is their family's inspiration for education (24.2%). 

II. Statistical analysis supplemented by qualitative analysis 

In the second part of the questionnaire, the attitudes and values of students scale are 
identified. For the purpose of quantitative evaluation of the research tool, the frequency of 
choice of respondents' answers for individual statements was determined and subsequently 
these frequencies were converted into numerical form. Another necessary step was the 
assignment of numerical values to individual scale items and the calculation of the coefficient 
(Gavora, 2010). The individual frequencies were then multiplied by these coefficients. The 
resulting sum of all multiples was divided by the number of respondents, and the resulting 
value showed the average distribution of answers (Chráska, 2016). A low overall score 
identified an average overall negative attitude toward the statement, and a high overall score 
represented a positive attitude. 

Tab. 1. Total coefficient of choice of answers 

1. Which pedagogical disciplines are most important in the study (according to the hourly subsidy) Coefficient 

General education subjects 3,12 

General didactics 3,16 

Field didactics 3,05 

Pedagogical-psychological disciplines 3,18 

Professional training (in the chosen field) 3,2 

Pedagogical practice 3,18 

2. Which pedagogical disciplines formed your personality the most?  

General education subjects 3,12 

General didactics 2,94 
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Field didactics 3,02 

Pedagogical-psychological disciplines 3,04 

Professional training (in the chosen field) 3,29 

Pedagogical practice 3,16 

 

In the first item respondents rated Pedagogical-Psychological disciplines (3.18) as moderately 
to very important (on a scale of 1 to 5), which provide students with a basis for reflection on 
educational processes at school. They make it possible to acquire knowledge about the 
entrusted pupils, skills and attitudes necessary for the appropriate direction of the actors of 
education, to get to know the world of the pupil better. The respondents also attached the 
same importance to pedagogical practices (3.18), which mediate students' contact with the 
educational reality and where the knowledge and skills of all the above-mentioned 
components of teacher preparation are integrated. 

The coefficients of the second item indicate that respondents consider the most formative 
subject to be training in the chosen field (3.29) and pedagogical practice (3.16), both 
coefficients again lying between medium to very important values. It turns out that especially 
professionally and practically oriented subjects of teacher training have a more intense 
influence on the formation of students' personal qualities than other subjects. The statement 
is also proved by the analysis of open answers, in which the respondents agree that the 
training in the chosen approval allows to focus on the core of specialization, ie the education 
of younger pupils and everything related to it. Pedagogical practice will allow respondents to 
critically evaluate their impact, test their knowledge in practice and find out where their 
weaknesses are, what to work on. In addition, school practice encourages the development of 
a sense of responsibility, patience and the ability to accept children as they are. 

3. What is the focus of the study of teaching at your faculty?  

At us, student and for better professional readiness 3,59 

On the study program of teaching (on subjects) and its improvement 3,33 

On interpersonal relationships, collegiality and the overall atmosphere 3,21 

 

In this item, it was found out in which direction the study of future teachers is oriented. 
According to the results, we see that students perceive the greatest focus of their study 
program on them, as on students and on their professional development and training. The 
calculated coefficient of 3.59 is the highest in comparison with the other two and approaches 
the overall rating of 4, which states the value as very important. An interesting finding, 
however, is that the statement regarding interpersonal relationships and the overall 
atmosphere in the school was less chosen by the respondents. However, this is not a big 
difference. 

4. In your opinion, in what way does the teacher contribute the most to the quality of pupils' education?  

A clear vision of the educational process and specifically formulated goals of teaching, with which he/she 
acquaints students. 

3,45 

With his personality, ie natural authority and the right educational effect on the pupils. 3,79 

Perfect knowledge of the subject matter and its interpretation, which will inspire pupils for the subject. 3,71 

Teacher-pupil interaction, ie by providing space for pupils to actively participate in teaching. 3,8 

 

In the given item, the students assessed the way the teacher influenced the quality of education 
on a scale from 1 to 5 with an evaluation, which is again close to point 4. It can be stated that 
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students consider a very important way of the teacher and how to behave in relation to pupils 
with emphasis on the support of pupils' activity by the teacher in teaching (3.8). Respondents 
also assessed the position of the teacher and his personality by almost the same coefficient 
(3.79), whom, if he/she is a role model and has natural authority, they perceive as a 
fundamental factor in the educational process. However, they also perceive as an integral part 
the excellent knowledge of the subject matter, including didactic and professional knowledge 
(3.71), without which the performance of the profession of teacher cannot be imagined. 

5. What values (attitudes) did you acquire in connection with the profession of teacher within the study?  

Love to the profession of teacher, the concept of the profession as a mission, 3,75 

Subject matter orientation - to transfer knowledge to pupils, 3,56 

Focus on the pupil, on his individual development and perception of his needs, 3,74 

Emphasis on good organization of teaching, mastery of discipline in the classroom, 3,63 

Ability to communicate and cooperate with each other in the teaching community and with pupils' parents, 3,80 

Emphasis on prestige and the status of teachers in society. 3, 38 

 

Given the values and attitudes that respondents have gained so far in the study of teaching, 
the highest number of choices gained the ability to communicate and cooperate with teachers' 
colleagues (3.80), which means that it influences pedagogical practice, which students 
evaluated at most in 1st and 2nd items. However, the respondents gave an important place to 
the fact that during their studies they gained a stronger relationship with the profession of 
teaching, which they perceive as a mission and which represents a very important value for 
them (3.75). The focus on pupils, the development of their personality, the ability to perceive 
their needs and requirements gained a similar importance (3.74). Of all the least, future 
teachers value the prestige of the profession of teaching in front of society, which is largely 
related to the low salary of teachers in Ukraine and the overall unfavorable economic situation 
in the country. 

6. Which values do you prefer and which are the least important for you?  

Professional success, prestige, good salary, material gain, 3,55 

Education, self-development, professional success and work that makes sense, 3,87 

Family, children, love, life partner, 3,79 

Health, world peace, healthy environment, ecology, 3,85 

Freedom, democracy, the idea of private enterprise, participation in the economic life of society, 3,44 

Altruism, helping people, solidarity, participation in political events through a public benefit function, 3,45 

Friendship, love, hobbies, interests, social relationships that do not require responsibility. 3,53 

 

The question on the preference of values was used to find out which of them future teachers 
prefer and which they neglect. However, the achieved coefficients of individual statements 
show very balanced scores in all areas of values and range from medium to more preferred 
values (3-4). Respondents appreciate the most the values of education, personal growth and 
the profession in which they can be realized, which at the same time goes beyond their own 
satisfaction and benefit (3.87). Second in line is health and peace in the world, the choice can 
be partly attributed to the current security situation in Ukraine. The statement family, 
children, love received a surprisingly lower rating, despite the fact that this value is the highest 
among Ukrainians according to the author's long-term study of the Ukrainian national 
minority in the Czech Republic. 

7. What (national and cultural) values are, in your opinion, passed on to current primary school pupils in 
Ukraine? 
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Emphasis on professional success, prestige, good salary in the future profession, 3,32 

Education, self-development, creativity, 3,6 

Family, children, love,  3,49 

Health, world peace, healthy environment, ecology, 3,8 

The idea of freedom, independence and democracy, 3,52 

Altruism, helping people, solidarity, 3,55 

Friendship, love, hobbies, interests, social relationships that do not require responsibility. 3,6 

 

With slightly modified statements, we found out what values, in the opinion of the 
respondents, are passed on and formed by contemporary Ukrainian education. The students 
attributed the highest level of consent to the health, world peace and interest in a healthy 
environment (3.8), to which they also gave a higher value in their personal value orientations. 
Another important value formed in the Ukrainian pupils generation is friendship, interests, 
love and relationships (3.6) which, however, are not based on responsibility for others. The 
students also evaluated the area of education, creativity and emphasis on pupils' personal 
development with the same coefficient. Based on a qualitative analysis, it should be added that 
many values promoted in education, such as patriotism, friendship, tradition or competence 
in the field of the environment, some respondents consider as purely formally formed. These 
values and attitudes are presented only externally, they have no deeper anchorage and they 
lack a moral basis. 

8. Which of the following values would you like to form at the pupils as a future teacher?  

Emphasis on professional success, prestige, good salary in the future profession, 3,55 

Education, self-development, creativity, 4,14 

Family, children, love,  3,71 

Health, world peace, healthy environment, ecology, 4 

The idea of freedom, independence and democracy, 3,64 

Altruism, helping people, solidarity,  3,89 

Friendship, love, hobbies, interests, social relationships that do not require responsibility. 3,79 

 

We were interested in which of the mentioned areas of values teacher students would like to 
form with their pupils and to what extent their answers coincide with their preferred values 
(item 6). In this case, the response rate coefficient ranged from 3.55 to 4.14. The highest 
frequency of elections was again recorded in the value of education, self-development and 
creativity (4.14), which future teachers would like to form the most among pupils. Their choice 
here also agrees with their choice of personal value No. 1. A possible explanation for why 
students value education and self-development the highest may be the desire to pass on 
education to pupils, thanks to which they can get later on the opportunity to study abroad. The 
belief that in a Western democratic society, education and work effort will be better 
appreciated than in their own country may also play a role here. However, a completely 
opposite reason cannot be ruled out, namely to have an educated population that is better able 
to lead a country that is plagued by economic instability and war. Last but not least, the 
respondents would like to pass on to the pupils the previously mentioned value of health care 
(4) and the pattern of altruistic behavior and the ability to help those in need (3.89). These 
values are perceived by students as key to the future development of Ukrainian society. 

 

9. What values and attitudes are needed to educate the current generation of Ukrainian pupils with regard to 
their future personal, professional and social application? 
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to self-realization, self-awareness and the ability to assert oneself in life, 3,94 

to national awareness and loyalty to the Ukrainian nation, 3,63 

to broader knowledge, lifelong learning, 3,85 

to the love of democracy, freedom and independence, 3,68 

to justice, truthfulness, morality and honesty, 4,2 

to faith, to respect for God and for man. 4,4 

 

The results of the frequency of choice of answers clearly show the need to take root in faith 
and respect for God, which is then automatically be reflected in greater respect for man (4,4). 
In the case of Ukraine as a Christian-based country, it is not surprising that students demand 
that the next generation of Ukrainian pupils learn not only the Christian faith, but also 
Christian behavior and virtues, including truthfulness, honesty, justice and moral principles in 
general (4,2). Respondents perceived that it is a necessary basis on which other values can be 
built, such as self-awareness, the ability to assert oneself, lifelong learning. 

10. Should the teacher try to influence the values and attitudes of pupils   he/she teaches?  

Moral values (respect for truth, justice, man ...) 4,01 

Values of civic life (respecting one's homeland, showing respect for law and law, civil liberties ...) 3,8 

Values of individual and social life (self-esteem, responsibility, cooperation, respect for oneself and others..) 4,06 

Values associated with education (responsibility for own education, for school results...) 3,91 

 

In the case of this item, the respondents are strongly inclined to agree with all the above 
statements, all of which have similarly high scores. The respondents see the highest position 
in terms of very important values not only in the teacher's influence on pupils in individual 
and social life (4.06), but also in the field of ethics and moral values (4.01). Respondents agree 
with the need for an adequate effect of the teacher on the entrusted pupils. The teacher should 
form the desired values of self-esteem, responsibility, respect for the truth, for the person, not 
only in a verbal form, but above all he needs to be a personal example. According to the 
respondents, the profession of teacher is associated with a great responsibility for education 
of the new generation. The statement corresponds with the statement of the respondents 
concerning the motivation to study (Graph 2), in which the motivation for the teaching 
profession as a significant mission significantly prevails. 

Conclusion  

In the eyes of students, the preparation of future teachers is focused primarily on themselves 
and their professional preparation. Pregraduate preparation includes all components of study 
necessary for adequate education of the future teacher and all of them bring great benefit to 
respondents. The most intense influence is perceived from practically oriented disciplines and 
practice, which allow students to penetrate to the essence of teaching probably the most. 
Especially the direct contact of students with their teachers during their studies and with their 
pupils within pedagogical practices most strongly forms their values and attitudes. 

It can be stated that undergraduate study forms the values and attitudes of future teachers, 
because through the individual components of the study they acquire both the necessary 
knowledge and the ability to understand the difficulty and usefulness of profession of teaching. 
They help to form knowledge in the chosen specialization, change the initial vision of 
ÐÅÄÁÇÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓ ɉ£ÅÖéþËÏÖÜȟ ςπςπɊ ÁÎÄ 
develop their worldview. It often forms a completely new view of life and makes it possible to 
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find starting points in various pedagogical situations. Students gain a closer relationship with 
teaching and the love for pupils deepens thanks to competencies, how to work with pupils, 
how to communicate with them and to lead them properly. The motivation to study the 
majority of respondents and their independent thinking about the deeper meaning of the 
profession of teaching also significantly contributed to this professional formation during 
their studies. Many desire to be role models for their pupils and thanks to their own role 
models - teachers who have been a real example, students want to become even better. 
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Abstract  

The Civic Competence has been acknowledged essential to support sustainable 
societies, economies and ecosystems for the development of responsible active 
citizens in today's increasingly connected world. In this regard, telecollaboration 
seems to help enhance related media literacy and intercultural skills. However, 
despite the development of key competences for lifelong learning with 
telecollaboration has already been the focus of some studies, the measurement of 
Civic Competence in teacher education with telecollaboration remains still a question 
for investigation. Following this line of research, this study aimed to explore the own 
perception of FL student teachers in Civic Competence, and if this competence can be 
developed working the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) with telecollaboration. 
The participants of this study were two groups of student teachers at two different 
European universities. Both groups completed a survey and proposed collaborative 
strategies to improve the global and Civic Competence. Educational proposals and 
digital collaborative tools were analysed to measure the improvement of the student 
teachers´ perception. Forum, e-portfolios and evaluation forms together with pre- and 
post-questionnaires were used to explore the outcomes. Results indicated that most 
Civic Competence domains can be enhanced by working SDG and that adopting a 
reflective, experiential and safe collaborative online international learning approach 
can help promote further knowledge, skills and attitudes in specific contexts. 

Keywords:  Telecollaboration, Civic Competence, Global Competence, Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG), FL Teacher training 

 

1. Introduction  

This study documents a pedagogical research developed in the second term of 2020 by two 
European universities. Based on data from a small-scale pilot research, we obtained some 
initial evidence that, by providing future teachers with educational collaborative technology, 
we can improve education in Civic Competence (EC 2018, 2019) and Sustainable Development 
Goals (OECD 2018). 

Education in citizenship has clearly gained prominence in national curricula across Europe at 
all levels. Despite terminology varies and Social and Civic Competences have been largely 
included in several frameworks, the Social and Civic Competences can be grouped together as 
one competence as described in the current European Commission suggested framework (EC 
2018). As defined by the OECD (2018), the Civic Competence relates to the Global Competence 
and comprises Global Mindedness, the ability to interact respectfully, appropriately and 
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effectively as well as the Knowledge and understanding of global issues. Education can help make 
citizens contribute to peaceful, tolerant, inclusive and secure societies (2018:24).  

Despite some research has acknowledged the cultural significance of Citizenship values in 
teacher training (Chistolini 2019), literature calls for a development of the intercultural 
dimension, together with critical thinking, active democratic participation and sustainable 
development (EC 2018:34). This can be developed integrating the Sustainable Development 
'ÏÁÌÓ ɉ3$'Ɋ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ȰËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
sustainable development and lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture 
of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity through 
ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ ɉ5. ςπρυȟ /#$% ςπρψɊȢ 

2. Literature Review  

Based on existing literature of teaching and learning theories on sustainability (i.e. Mindt and 
Rieckman 2017) and further research on key competencies for sustainable development in 
higher education (i.e. Barth, Godemann, Rieckmann and Stoltenberg 2007), this study has 
considered studies (i.e. Schwarzer and Bridglall 2015) that focused on promoting specific 
domains that link the Global with the Civic Competence in teacher education. According to the 
OECD, it is crucial to offer students the opportunity to learn about global developments and to 
teach how to form a critical and realistic vision of current affairs, contributing instruments of 
analysis of diverse cultural practices, involving students in intercultural relations, as well as 
promoting the value of diversity (2018). However, there are few academic studies that confirm 
the appropriate acquisition of civic knowledge, skills and attitude with SDG following a specific 
validated framework or specific pedagogies.  

Although one of the priorities of organizations such as UNESCO and the European Council is 
to evaluate the acquisition of key competences for permanent learning (EC 2018) with digital 
resources, there are still few studies that ratify the appraisal of citizenship in collaborative 
online environments (Vinagre 2016). This research proposal takes as a starting point previous 
investigation projects on the acquisition of competences and skills with communicative online 
collaboration, virtual exchange and telecollaboration in English mediated instruction (ie. 
VELCOME, TELNETCOM, TILA, UniCollaboration, TeCoLa) following Colpaert (2020). Findings 
highlight telecollaboration for intercultural and content integrated language teaching and 
indicate that participants who use telecollaboration to develop competences for lifelong 
learning can improve their technological pedagogical content knowledge and the learning to 
learn competence (Garcia-Esteban, Villarreal and Bueno 2018, 2019), social skills in task-
based language learning and teaching (Hauck 2010) and the digital competence (González-
Lloret, 2013). Related research can be found in online intercultural exchange and the 
development of transnational models of virtual exchange for global citizenship education 
(O´Dowd 2020), the enhancement of soft skills in higher education foreign language programs 
with telecollaboration (Gomez, 2019) or the need to develop basic, digital and cognitive skills 
for professional development (Garcia and Jahnke 2020). 

This study is based on Dörnyei´s (2013) seven principles for effective communication in the 
foreign language and Tondeur´s (2018) approach for the development of ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȭ 
competencies with technology integration. It is also founded on Guth and Helm´s (2010) 
pedagogy, which considered that telecollaboration facilitates foreign language (FL) teaching 
with digital tools and online communication with peers mainly to develop language skills, 
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digital and communicative competences (Dooly 2008, Ware and Kramsch 2005) as well as 
competences for life-long learning such as the Civic Competence.  

The research attempts to contribute to educational innovation by filling an existing gap in 
terms of evaluating the perceptions in Civic Competence following the EC (2019) framework 
of multi lingual postgraduate student-teachers and the proposal of didactic practices for 
improvement of the less developed domains with telecollaboration.  

3. Methodology  

3.1. Participants and instruments  

This study included Masters´ degree participants from the disciplines of Education and 
Humanities from two European Universities: on in the center of Spain (n=23), which was the 
experimental group (EG), and a Belgian University (n=18) taken as control group (CG). The 
majority of the participants in the survey were multilingual females who had been studying, 
living or visited more than one European country. Both Master programs followed the (ECTS) 
European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System. 

The program offered by the Belgian University was an Educational Master from the 
Department of Linguistics. The participants from this university were 18 participants enrolled 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ Ȱ%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔÉÃÓȟ !ÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅȱ. The course was designed to be 
delivered face to face and involved working digital collaborative tools such as the institutional 
learning platform Blackboard, and the use of social media for research purposes, etc. The 
course followed a subject-specific pedagogy which covered student diversity and guidance.  

The parÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ×ÅÒÅ ςσ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ 
Degree in Teacher Training, English specialization, enrolled ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ Ȱ#ÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ )ÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÄ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÌÉÎÇÕÁÌ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȱ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÔÅÒͻÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ in 
Secondary Education Teacher Training. The subject was taught online following a content and 
language integrated learning approach. This master degree was part of the Department of 
Modern Philology.  

The experimental group was proposed a collaborative online task consisting on researching 
educational materials to design a lesson plan based on a given content topic for native English 
speakers on the web relating contents to a SDG which might help develop certain domains of 
the SDG Global Competence (OECD 2020, 2018) and the Civic Competence (EC 2019). This task 
was delivered online and was built on the pedagogy of telecollaboration (Dooly, 2008, Guth 
and Helm 2010), which involved incorporating several online collaborative tools: 
videoconferencing and discussion Forum through the institutional learning platform 
(Blackboard), Social media (YouTube, Google+, Academia.edu) and collaborative Web apps 
(Padlet). Figure 1 Illustrates this task with the lesson plans designed and evaluated 
collaboratively by the student teachers. 
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Figure 1. UAH- ODS Lesson Plans Padlet 

 

This tasks was based on Dörnyei´s (2013) seven principles for effective communication in the 
foreign language, which consider that learning should be meaningful and engaging; tasks 
should allow controlled practice; vocabulary and grammar should often appear in different 
types of tasks, there should be a balance between both fluency and accuracy in the syllabus 
design, when carrying out communicative tasks students should also practice formulaic 
language, students should be exposed to the foreign language constantly and interaction 
between students should take place in all communicative activities. 

3.2. Method and data collection  

The proposed research unit of qualitative nature consisted of an exploratory descriptive study, 
using as an instrument the open or in-depth survey with a medium level of directivity, semi-
structured as to which some open-ended questions were raised so that the participants could 
freely express their ideas, beliefs, opinions, assessments (Tójar 2006). We chose to use the 
survey because it offered the participant the possibility to comment on the questions 
(Rodríguez Gil & García 1996) following the Test-Retest method in order to identify possible 
changes and improvements. We deployed student and teacher surveys among all the MA 
participants and collected data over the second term course along six months. Teacher surveys 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÏÐÅÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȭ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ 
and their existing perceptions of the Civic and Global Competences. We incorporated the 
findings from these interviews into our qualitative data.  

Following Hinton (2019), in our initial analyses we utilized qualitative methods to categorize 
and codify the participant responses. This enabled a general understanding of the learning 
activities with respect to sets of competencies, which provided us with context for subsequent 
analyses of the data. We used methods adapted from Grounded Theory. With this approach, 
we systemizeÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȭ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÂÙ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎÔÏ ÃÏÄÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Ô×Ï ÍÁÉÎ ÓÔÅÐÓȡ 
substantive coding and selective coding. First, the data were substantively coded, which 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































